
December, 2018

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Looking Ahead With Zoom
Vacations Owners, Joel Cabrera
and Bryan Herb

As we look ahead to the coming year we have
many fun things in store! Lori Wiltzius, a travel
coordinator at Zoom Vacations posed a few
questions to Zoom co-owners, Bryan and Joel to
see what we can expect from Zoom Vacations in
2019.

Q: What new things are in store for 2019?

Bryan: A lot of people don’t know that our first
ever Zoom Vacations tour was to Thailand, so we
are excited to have revamped our tour with the
latest offerings and are bringing our Zoom magic
to Thailand again this February.
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I am also really excited about our Norway
tour. Last September, as I was researching the
trip, Norway truly knocked my socks off. I was
excited to see how our tour would develop, and
was thrilled to see it taking shape, and more
impressively than I even imagined. It is going to
be a spectacular tour— slated for September
2019 and May 2020, giving you plenty of time to
plan for this tour!

Q: What is it that excites you about Zoom’s
Thailand tour?

Joel: Thailand is one of the most modern
societies in South East Asia and is a welcoming
country for the LGBTQ community. Plus Thai
cuisine and hospitality are top notch. As a
westerner it’s easy to feel at home in
Thailand. What makes Zoom Thailand special is
the mix of luxurious hotels and cultural sites at
each destination; pampering spas in Bangkok
and active adventure like biking in Sukhothai;
gorgeous beaches in Samui and elephant filled
green mountain slopes in Chiang Mai. Plus we
visit 3 royal capitals of past and present,
Bangkok, Sukhothai and Chiang Mai.

Q: What is new or different about other Zoom
Vacations’ tours?

Bryan: We are always checking out the newest
hotels and restaurants available in each
destination, and we often make changes, based
on what is now available. In South Africa, we are
using a new 5 star safari lodge this year. I
experienced it last January and loved it. In
Vietnam we are using a new boat company for
our tour of the bay, which is exciting. Our Peru
and India tours are seeing the least amount of
change, as we are confident that our
accommodations, restaurants, etc. still reflect
that best that is available.

Q: Are you researching any new destinations?

Bryan: Yes, I am heading to Bali in February, as
we have long been wanting to determine how a
gay group tour would best work in this island
paradise. Then in March, I will be in Iceland, as
we haven’t organized a tour to Iceland for several
years as well, and much has changed.

Q: What was your Zoom highlight of 2018

Bryan: This is really tough because I had a few.
The impact Norway had on me was certainly a
highlight. Our tour to Laos, Vietnam, and
Cambodia is such a fine-tuned tour that the
whole experience was a highlight, as was the
tour I lead to Morocco with such a fun group of
people. Probably my biggest highlight, however,
was the luxury travel show I attended in
Marrakech, where I made some great hotel
connections!

Joel: Being invited to speak at some of the most
important travel symposia and creating some
amazing relationships with other travel partners,
hotels and suppliers around the world.

Q: What is a lesser-known fact about Zoom. 

http://www.zoomvacations.com/thailand-highlights
http://www.zoomvacations.com/vietnam


Joel: Many guests are not aware that Zoom
Vacations offers private trips, discounted luxury
hotel bookings with incredible complimentary
amenities and upgrades as well as highly
discounted Business Class and First Class
reservations.

Bryan: What he said. LOL. Honestly, it is not only
a lesser-known fact, but one of my greatest
frustrations that people don’t know or forget
this. We spend so much time establishing
relationships with hotel partners around the
world, and it kills me when our travelers don’t
take advantage of this. We are also members of
Traveler Made, which gives our travelers
incredible perks at hotels around the world!

Zoom Norway and Stockholm,
Coming in September, 2019 and
May, 2020!

As we mentioned last month, In September,
Bryan Herb visited Norway and Stockholm to
design a future Zoom Vacations tour.

We are almost done with all of our preparations
for the first trip, September 2-9, 2019 which we
will formally announce in two weeks.

We have received a lot interest in this tour, so if
you are interested in joining once it is
announced, please let do us know right away, to
avoid any disappointment.

Because of the nature of some of the activities,
space will be limited on this tour.

Contact us to learn more about this trip

Zoom Israel

12 Reasons Why You Should Visit Israel at
Least Once in Your Lifetime

1: Israeli diversity
Israel is one of those small amazing countries
that is not only an international diplomatic mega-
power (in relation to its size) but also a country
that manages to balance many religions,
lifestyles and political parties under one
roof. This is in light of the region’s many
autocratic, totalitarian, and monarchic regimes
that make Israel stand out. 

2: Gorgeous beaches
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Israel has amazing beaches. They are
geographical beautiful along the coastline of the
mediterranean. But the best part for me is the
GORGEOUS men froliking about. One of my
favorites is the gay beach in Tel Aviv. On any given
day you will see lots of beautiful people on the
beach but come Gay Pride in June the beach
becomes truly alive.

3: History
Literally every inch of Israel is historically
important and significant. Every town, wall, and
settlement is historically and archeologically
noteworthy. 

4: No place like Jerusalem
Jerusalem is one of the most important places
on Earth. Whether you are Christian, Muslim,
Evangelical, Agnostic or whatever, Jerusalem
(and what has happened there for thousands of
years) has affected you and is now part of our
DNA.

5: Tel Aviv is “extra” in all the good ways
Typical of the yin and yang that is Israel, on one
hand you have conservative Jerusalem, and on
the other hand you have liberal Tel Aviv. It is a
place where everything is heightened: the gay
scene, the food scene, the fashion scene.

Read on

Zooming with Bryan

New Years Travel Resolutions

A lot of people make New Years resolutions, and
sometimes people have the desire for positive
change for the New Year, but don’t know where to
start. For those of you travelers out there who
know the rewards of travel and want to make your
travels even more impactful, here are 10
suggested resolutions you make during your
travels in 2019.

1 To Travel More. With the popularity of such
shows as “Hoarders” and now “Tidying Up with
Marie Kondo” one thing is certain: we really don’t
need nor even want all things we acquire. For
2019, resolve to spend money on travel and
experiences that expand and fill your mind, not on
items that fill my house.

2. Go someplace I have never been. While there
is something comforting in returning to places we
love, your potential favorite place may be some
place you have never been. For 2019, resolve to
visit at least one place where you have never
been.
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3. Do something (safe) in a foreign country that
challenges my comfort zone. This can be as
broad as bungee jumping or as simple as flying
a new airline or trying a foreign or strange
food. For 2019, resolve to expanding your comfort
bubble, and thus expand the world in which you
live.

Read on

Zooming with Joel

Sensational Siem Reap

Siem Reap Cambodia is what I like to call the gay
Palm
Springs of South East Asia. It’s a place where the well
heeled international and regional lgbtq community is
flocking, especially wealthy gays from nearby
conservative countries like Singapore. Case in point;
on a recent visit to Siem Reap I decided to visit two
luxury properties. One that we know well, and is the
Zoom home away from home during our upcoming
Vietnam Cambodia tour, the Belmond Residence
D’Angkor.

It’s an elegant Khmer style hotel with contemporary
touches. As you enter the lobby there are massive oil
on canvas works of art that illustrate how seamlessly
these different influences can bond to create a very
special design and feel.

So while visiting the second property on my to-do list,
the boutique, beautifully designed Bensley Collection
Villas, I was invited to a gay pool party by the manager
in one of the pool villas, where I met the artist whose
work decorates the Belmond Residence d’Angkor
down the street.

It was a fun party with local and expat gays from all over
Asia. I had a deja vu of being in Rio, but with more
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clothes on.

Zoom Vacations has a fantastic tour to Vietnam and
Cambodia this March 21-31. Our last stop is Siem
Reap, and we always recommend that our travelers
stay a few extra days, if they can, just to enjoy
everything Siem Reap has to offer, beyond incredible
Angkor Wat.

Our tour includes the following places:
HANOI · HOI AN · HUE · HALONG BAY · SAIGON

· ANGKOR WAT at SIEM REAP

Read about this tour.

www.zoomvacations.com | 1.773.772.ZOOM (9666) | info@zoomvacations.com |
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