
December, 2018

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Zoom Thailand Photos

Zoom Vacations’ Joel Cabrera has spent a lot of
time in Thailand this year to develop and put the
finishing touches on our upcoming February
2019 tour.  We work very hard to make sure that
every element of a Zoom trip has our specially
vetted seal of approval. It's not unusual for either
Joel or Bryan, Zoom's co-owners, to explore a
destination, and meet with hotel General
Managers, tour guides, and more. We take every
step that our guests will enjoy in the future to
make sure it passes the Zoom test and offers the
Zoom Difference. 

With this in mind Joel visited bustling Bangkok
and historic Sukhothai in June where he
conducted hotel site inspections and settled on
the iconic 5-star Peninsula in Bangkok as the
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Zoom home base in the city. This hotel is very
well established and very gay-friendly.  After
Bangkok, it was off to Sukhothai, the ancient royal
capital to look for the perfect boutique hotel
overlooking verdant rice patties.  We found it not
too far away from the most amazing
archeological site, home to the most spectacular
giant Buddhas.  

There is so much to see in Thailand that one trip
did not suffice. So, it was off to Thailand again in
November, this time to Bangkok for food tastings
at Michelin stared street food vendors and
restaurants, shopping at the night market,
enjoying the newly opened ultra luxury riverside
side Icon Siam, and experiencing the best drag
show in town (we wanted to make sure it would
pass the RuPaul Drag Race test). 

Then, it was off to yet another royal capital, this
time in the mountains of Chiang Mai, to meet the
friendly, and slightly pampered, elephants that
our group will spend the afternoon pampering
even more.  Chiang Mai is a fascinating town
where old city walls meet new architecture and
where ancient Thai transitions meld with the
modern LGBTQ embracing Thailand.  One of the
many special Zoom differences our guests
appreciate is our hand-picked activities and
events at every Zoom destination. Zoom Thailand
surely will not disappoint.

Sign up for our Thailand Tour!

Zoom Norway and Stockholm,
Coming Soon!

In September, Bryan Herb visited Norway with a
small group of international travel planners, as
well as Stockholm to plan a Zoom Vacations tour
to the area. We initially thought that the area
would have much to offer our travelers in terms of
scenery and natural beauty. But we were wrong--
the region we visiting in Norway is actually more
stunningly beautiful and majestic than we ever
could have imagined.

What really blew us away was the incredible
cuisine, accommodations, and soft adventure;
which will all be part of our upcoming tour.

Norway is so pristine that we did not see one
piece of litter our entire time there. It is not just
natural beauty and soft adventure that will get you
excited about Norway. There is even incredible
fashion. One day we took a helicopter through the
fjord to an incredible shopping area full of outlets
of Norway's best fashion. We saw really cool stuff
made with quality materials, and our only regret
is that we didn't buy more!

Leaving Norway and heading to Stockholm, in the
back of our minds it felt like maybe the best was
over and that Stockholm might fail in comparison.
We were wrong. The experience is completely
different, and adds the necessary components to
make this a truly well rounded tour. Stockholm
more than ever is just a spectacular city.
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There are so many great hotels that it is hard to
narrow down the best one. Regarding cuisine,
one could honestly eat at a different great
restaurant every day for a year and have 365
fantastic meals.

Stockholm is just FUN. The ABBA Museum, for
instance, is everything you want it to be, and
more. The city enjoys a huge nightlife scene, and
the Old Town area is so charming, full of narrow
winding cobblestone streets, cute cafes, and
interesting shops.

We are still hammering out the final details
before we announce the trip, but here are some
teaser highlights of what our guests will enjoy.

Helicopter tour of gorgeous fjords in
Norway
High speed boat to a spectacular lunch
on a private island
Bicycling through beautiful mountain
passes
Shopping some of the best fashion
houses in Scandinavia
Dining with locals at an organic farm
located right on the fjord, with the
freshest ingredients imaginable
Private boat trip through the fjords
Local food and beer tastings
An experiential canoe trip
Champagne welcome party in
Stockholm
Touring with our handsome guide, Lars,
Stockholm's best tour guide
Explore Stockholm's Gay Nightlife
Try Stockholm's Asian-Scandinavian
fusion restaurant
Stay in the best hotels in the region
Like all Zoom Vacations tours, the trip
will be peppered with special over-the-
top Zoom Vacations signature events!

Contact us to learn more about this trip

Featured Traveler: Jose, from San
Francisco

Jose wanted to go on a luxury Safari, and wanted
help finding one that had the things that he
wanted without the things he didn’t need. 

After talking to Jose, we knew we had the perfect
lodge for him. Here’s what Jose had to say about
his South African safari.

Read on

Zooming with Bryan
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Gift Ideas for the Gay Traveler in Your Life

If you are like me, your holiday shopping is pretty
much done. If you are not, you may be one of the
many people who is scrambling to find what to
get the various people in their life, especially
those people who seem to have everything, or
who just for whatever reason are hard to shop
for. 

Here are my top 10 suggestions in various price
ranges of what to get your loved one who has
been bitten by the travel bug. 

1. Packing cubes. You can find a number of
shapes and sizes on Amazon or other stores,
and these make packing a breeze. They are
especially helpful in organizing your clothes on
trips where you are moving around from place to
place. 

2. iPad or other tablet. This is for those of you
who of course really want to splurge, but if you're
not, and your heart is set on getting this for
someone, you can find used ones on eBay or at
auction sites for very little money. I have to tell
you, having my iPad loaded with RuPaul's Drag
Race, and Project Runway, my two guilty
pleasure TV shows, has gotten me through many
a travel delay. Try to get one with lots of storage
space. Best Buy is a good option.

3. A really great travel backpack. While I am not
personally a fan of backpacks with tons of
compartments, because I think they just add extra
weight, you do need some smart pockets for the
things you use, such as your laptop, cell phone,
ear phones etc. Great options can be found at
REI.

Read on

Zooming with Joel

Thailand Has Finally Come Out of the Closet. Can We
Get an Amen up in Here?

We all know Thailand as the super gay-friendly country
in South East Asia, where gay nightlife flourished in the
shadows of a gentle society and impeccable
hospitality. But just this summer the Thai government,
through the Thailand Authority of Tourism Minister,
hosted the first ever LGBTQ Symposium in Bangkok,
which once-and-for-all cemented Thailand's role as
the gayest country in South East Asia and officially
swung open the doors to LGBTQ tourism. 

I had the honor of speaking at the Symposium to a
conference room full of hotel owners, entertainment
gurus, tour providers and gastronomic venue
operators about LGBTQ luxury client expectations. They
are eager to make sure they understand what makes
the LGBTQ luxury traveler tick and to get things right. In
the process, I was able to personally identify who really
is sincere about working with the LGBTQ community in
Thailand and you can bet we will support their efforts.

This is no surprise because Thailand for so long has
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been an oasis of great food, a captivating culture,
physical natural beauty and interpersonal respect. We
all know that in Thailand "lady boys", as they are called,
are revered as an art form but also a way of life. So I
was not surprised when Thailand debuted Drag Race
Thailand, in February 2018, which is very closely
modeled after, and licensed by, RuPaul's Drag Race,
but with a more gentle and less bitchy tone, in keeping
with Thai culture of politeness. The ladies may be
polite, face-to-face, but they still knew how to throw
shade behind the scenes and serve fabulous outfits
on screen.

Read on
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