
April, 2019

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Featured Traveler: Tom, from San
Francisco

We met Tom years ago, and he and Zoom have
long been looking for the perfect trip for him to
join. The timing of our Vietnam and Cambodia
tour aligned perfectly for him and his husband
Sal, and we finally got to show them what makes
a Zoom Vacations tour so special. Tom shared
his thoughts on group travel and Vietnam and
Cambodia in a recent interview.

Zoom: What made you decide to take this trip with
Zoom Vacations?

Tom: I’ve always been reluctant to go on a trip
with a tour group thinking I’m a smart and savvy
traveler and can figure things out by myself. I also
didn’t want to be trapped with a group of
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folks with whom I didn’t know. But a recent trip to
Cuba with a different group opened my eyes to
the benefits of organized group travel and so
when I got an email advertising a trip to
Vietnam and Cambodia, it was a bit of a no-
brainer for us to sign up.

Zoom: What was your highlight(s)?

Tom: The boat trip in Halong Bay was incredible.
Totally exceeded expectations and it’s the kind of
thing I would’ve never figured out on my own nor
booked such perfect accommodations. I was so
sad to disembark....

Zoom: What would you tell people contemplating
a trip to Vietnam and Cambodia?

Tom: Neither country will be what you expect.
Vietnam is booming and has a perfect blend of
old and modern. There is so much to see and do
there! And expect to learn and be exposed to
things that will surprise you. I’m so happy that
this was the first trip we picked with Zoom.

Read on

Zoom Vietnam & Cambodia Photos

If you follow Zoom Vacations or Zoom's Bryan
Herb on social media, then you likely saw many
photos from our tour to Vietnam and Cambodia
last month. Since a picture speaks a thousand
words, these images will give you a great idea of
what the trip entailed Plus, this album contains a
few photos that are a little more stylistic in nature,
such as the one to the right. Enjoy!

See the photos

Zooming with Bryan

The Next Travel Hotspot: Cambodia

One of the most often-asked questions I get
about travel is what is the next global hot
spot. Different variables come into play in
determining what makes a location suddenly
“hot”. For instance, after “The Lord of the Rings”,
New Zealand took center stage of places to visit. 

Croatia has been popular for several years, and
this was even before “Game of Thrones” started
filming. Largely it was due to yachting culture, as
island-hoppers discovered the beautiful costal
towns of Dubrovnik and Hvar (not islands, but
still), and you know how it goes: the rich and
famous start spreading the word that Hvar,
Croatia is the place to be, and then voila,
suddenly small, charming places like Hvar
become tourist-packed. 
A destination can also become a global hot spots
for niche interests. For instance Peru had been a
popular destination for decades due to Machu
Picchu, but when Lima’s culinary scene started to
really take off and became known throughout the
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world, foodies from around the world took notice
of Peru as having much more to offer than Machu
Picchu. 

Read on

Zooming with Joel

From China, With Love

I have arrived in China, and I am instantly reminded
why I love coming here. 

The majority of people who I've spoken with who have
had the best experience in China have gone as part of
gay group tour. I think there are destinations where it
doesn't matter as much if you go as part of a group or if
you go on your own, and there are destinations where
(especially if you are gay) going as part of a gay group
really makes a difference. 

Also, this is simply a destination where heavily-vetted
guides and accommodations truly make a difference,
and where there are so many things to see and do,
that it is great to have a seasoned expert lead you, who
can show you the best that there is to see and do in a
short period of time.

While there is also a decent sized gay community in
Beijing and in Shanghai, it is certainly not what we
would experience elsewhere in the world. This is
another reason why going as part of a gay group
makes this whole experience so much more fun. You
truly kind of have an instant gay bar every time the
group is together. The camaraderie that inevitably
develops is engaging, lively, healthy, supportive, and
so much fun. 

China has much to offer, especially if going on a luxury
group trip. For instance, the hotels on our trip are so
state-of-the-art, well-appointed, and beautiful. We have
also curated the restaurants throughout our trip, and
our guests are consistently amazed and delighted at
the quality of the cuisine. Then, there is just so much to
do. The Great Wall of China is spectacular, and the
Terra-cotta Warriors certainly never disappoint. Beijing
is fascinating, and Shanghai is so vibrant that
sometimes people wish they had extended their stay
there a few more nights. Our time spent on the Li River
is provincial, organic, and lovely; everything you want
rural China to be. 

Definitely come to China, and even if you don't come
with Zoom Vacations, find a reputable group with
whom you're comfortable, and make the trip. You won’t
be disappointed. 

Antarctica!
February 19-26, 2020
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Did you know that Antarctica is melting three
times as fast as a decade ago? A continent
roughly the size of the United States and Mexico
combined, Antarctica is indeed melting, and a
recent shows that the melting is speeding up.

So, literally, the time to go to Antarctica is now!
Zoom Vacations is bringing our gay group on
Quark Expeditions' new boat! We wanted to bring
a group in 2019, but our desired boat wasn't
ready in time. Now, things are a go, and we have
a limited number of cabins reserved. Once the
ship is full, there is nothing we can do to
accommodate last minute requests. So if you
have always wanted to visit Antarctica, act now!

In the Antarctic, crossing the Drake Passage is
first on the agenda. While most companies have
you sail its sea-sickness inducing, notoriously
rough waters, that isn’t how we do things at
Zoom Vacations. We take this wild card out of the
equation, by flying over the Drake Passage.

We are currently holding the following cabins
on this voyage.

Triple: $9,995 Per person 
SOLD OUT, Waitlist only

Veranda Suite: $16,495 Per person ($28,042 for
single traveler) 

Deluxe Suite: $19,195 Per person ($28,390 for
single traveler) 

Owners Suite: $19,995 Per person ($29,990 for
single traveler) SOLD OUT, Waitlist only

Read about our tour!

Our China Tour in Real Time

Zoom Vacations is currently on our tour to China,
including Beijing, Shanghai, Guilin, Xian,
Yangshuo. Follow Joel Cabrera and Zoom
Vacations in real time in China on social media
starting. You will see tantalizing photos and
videos of the region, and learn if this tour is right
for you for 2020!

Joel Instagram
Joel Facebook
Zoom Vacations Instagram
Zoom Vacations Facebook

Read about our tour
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