
Incredible architecture abounds in Cuba

Fushimi Inari Shrine in Kyoto

A new look for our newsletter, now mobile friendly and responsive!

Two Spots Have Opened on
Zoom Cuba
Due to a cancelation, we have now two
spots available on our previously sold out
tour to Cuba!  
Zoom Vacations' owner, Joel Cabrera, is
very excited to be leading our New Years
trip to Cuba in just a few months.  One of
the things he has been working on is the
new years celebration in the historic center of Havana with a special dinner
and entertainment.  Of course, going to Cuba now will put us in a special
place in time and history as we bridge the gap between the old and the new
Cuba.  Those of you who have been on Zoom Vacations tours are familiar
with the kinds of special events we create on our trips, and Zoom Cuba will
indeed, "bring it."

Read more about this trip...

Zoom Japan
Zoom Vacations' tour to Japan is in many
ways unlike any tour we have ever created!
 While we don't want to give away all the
surprises, perhaps the most unique on this
tour is that we will be staying one night in a
centuries-old buddhist monastery. Zoom's
Bryan Herb stayed in this 1200 year-old
village comprised only of Monasteries, and
considered it one of the best travel

experiences he has had.

Read more about this trip..
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This gel is a great defense agains germs

35,000 Feet Somewhere over the
Atlantic with Joel from Zoom

Vacations on Emirates

Tips to Avoiding Germs While
Traveling
One thing that many people fear when they
are traveling, especially to exotic locales, is
that they might get sick.  I have written
several blogs with tips on how to stay
healthy while traveling, as well as things
that everyone should bring with them in
their travel bag, but in this blog I am going
to focus on bacteria, cleanliness, and some things that people often
overlook.  

When I am leading tours, my guests always ask me if they can drink the
water, if they can use it to brush their teeth, if they can eat vegetables that
have been washed in, etc.  People seem pretty concerned about the germs
they can pick up from water or from food, but there are a lot of other things
that they forget.  Here are five basics:

1.  When in doubt, do not drink the water. Bottled water is relatively
inexpensive, and it makes so much more sense to go to a local convenience
store, and buy bottled water to have in your hotel room than to drink from
the tap.

2.  Likewise, use bottled water for brushing your teeth, because it only takes
a splash of water to rinse out your mouth, and it may be best to simply not
take the chance.

Read on

 Superfluous Fun with Zoom
Vacations:  The Zany Side of Travel
At Zoom Vacations, we believe luxury travel
can be as fun as it is pampering and luxurious.
 Whether it's dressing up as Beyonce as we
explore Havana, Cuba and Angkor Wat,
organizing a snow shoe race in Scandinavia, or
creating a video spoof of shooting an apple off
someone's head with a bow and arrow in South
Africa, we're always doing little things to have
fun with life and to remember not to take

ourselves too seriously.  We've been doing this for years, but we haven't
always told you about them... until now.  

Joel was fortunate enough to fly on the Emirates Airbus 380, and decided to
have a little fun with a fellow Zoom traveler on the way from Dallas to Dubai.
 Check it out!

Zooming With Joel
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Joel in the Maya Riviera

Rio Carnaval
Zoom Vacations' tour to Rio for Carnaval is now more
than ever a focus on the fabulous. We are staying at
the stunning and iconic Copacabana Palace Hotel,
and enjoying all the glamour and multi-sensory
fantasy that is Rio for Carnaval.

Peru over Thanksgiving
Many of you have already joined Zoom Vacations to
Peru, and it is truly a consistent favorite.  It is also
one of the destinations in the world that the sooner
you go, the better, as every year more restrictions
are placed on the Inca ruins you can visit, including
Machu Picchu.

I recently flew to the Maya Riviera, Mexico
to attend an exclusive invitation-only
International Luxury Travel Mart.  Zoom
Vacations was specifically invited to meet
with the owners, general managers, and
directors of some of the leading properties
and players in the luxury universe. This
was a great opportunity to develop
relationships and make sure that our Zoom
guests are treated like VIPs around the world.  I knew things were going to
be good when I boarded my American Airlines flight and it was a new
configuration 767 with amenity kits and was served a 2007 Simard St.
Emilion in First Class.  Well, it turns out the flight had just landed from Paris
and they decided to keep the international catering onboard for the domestic
leg.  I scored!  

Read on...

Fun Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month
Toilet paper was invented in China in the late 1300s and was for emperors
only.
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