
An entrance in Angkor Wat

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

New Discoveries at Angkor Wat!
History is being rewritten, archeologists claim. New
breakthroughs surrounding Angkor Wat, the temple
complex proudly featured on the Cambodian flag,
have rocked what we know about the 12th century's
largest empire.

In an extensive airborne laser survey known as
"lidar", ancient cities have been identified from
beneath the lush forest surrounding Angkor Wat, the
"City of Temples."  Geographically, the discovery is
huge. A number of large urban areas have been
revealed, one as large as New York City.  In addition
to houses and roads, these ancient cities boast
elaborate water systems and gardens that challenge
the technological timeline accepted by most
historians today. Theories regarding the development
and eventual mysterious collapse of the Angkor
empire are also being called into question in light of
the groundbreaking information. 

To conduct the survey, helicopters were equipped with airborne laser scanners pulsing
more than 16 laser beams per square meter. The data is used to create a 3D model which
is then processed by archaeologists to produce high quality maps for analysis.  The entire
procedure takes months and this survey is one of the largest and most extensive of its kind.
 The excitement surrounding its discoveries however, is certainly a testament to the project's
success.

It will be many months and even years until we see the real impact of this discovery in our
history books.  Until then, Zoom Vacations is your guide to Angkor Wat, the ancient
monument buzzing with discovery and excitement.  Spots are available in our Vietnam and
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Vickie at Machu Picchu

Mystical Machu Picchu

Cambodia trip, where our signature Zoom flavor will be enhanced by historical discoveries
such as these.

Read about our next tour

 Featured Traveler
Vickie from Yukon, OK
More and more, straight family and friends
are traveling with Zoom Vacations, with or
without the gay family or friends that
introduced them to Zoom Vacations.   

Being the fraternal twin sister to Rick
comes with a double advantage, you are
related to a kind human being, plus you
get to travel with a bunch of awesome gay
men.   In Vickie's case, she always has a
great time being around gay men! But
being a straight woman on a trip for a
week through Peru with a small group of
gay men did make her wonder if this
would be the best thing ever or a mistake.  
Not one to be shy about her opinions, this
is what the prettier half of the twin siblings
had to say.

Read on
 

 Zoom Peru Photos
A picture says a thousand words
Zoom Peru has been a favorite for years.
Our extensive experience running Peru
tours ensures top notch services while our
Zoom flavor promises a fresh, exciting
experience every time. In addition to
Peru's highlight, picturesque Machu
Picchu, travelers enjoy exploring Cuzco,
Lima, and the Sacred Valley.  The depths
of the sights, sounds, and dynamics of
Peru are impossible to truly capture in a
photograph. But, we've done our best;
please take a look at a selection photos
from our most recent trip to Peru last
month. See the photos

 Zooming with Joel
Look Closer at India

The Taj Mahal is the icon of India, the
magical monument that draws millions of
people, every year, into the northern city of
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Visitors marval at the Taj Mahal

A cow and his owner on the streets of
Mumbai  READ ABOUT OUR TOUR TO INDIA

Agra.  And while the colossal building's
characteristic minarets are so familiar,
nothing can really prepare you for the
moment the entrance gate archways
recede to reveal the grand Taj. 

With the geometric gardens and
waterways rolling out like a carpet leading
to the pristine Taj in the distance, it is a
view you won't soon forget.  However, like
the rest of India, there is so much more to
see as you lean a little closer.

The seemingly monochromatic mausoleum is actually made up of twenty-eight different
precious and semi-precious stone varieties.  With a hint of poetic justice, India itself is
comprised of twenty-nine different states. The Asian sub-continent we often see as one
monochromatic nation, is actually a melting pot of many diverse cultures, languages, and
religions. 

When you look a little closer at the Taj's smooth marble surfaces, you'll see beautiful
calligraphy transcribing Persian poems accompanied by colorful inlay designs of
tessellations and vegetative motifs. These are a reflection of the Taj's Moghul commissioner,
Shah Jahan. The engraved passages from the Qur'an represent the faith of a small minority
in India, who is home to Muslims, Hindus, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, and Jain alike.  Even
more diverse are the languages; India has twenty-two official languages and at least 150
with a sizeable speaking population.  And if you think you know your way around an Indian
take-out menu, don't be surprised to find a distinct lack of butter chicken while on your
journey through India. Each region boasts their own culinary specialties, a result of the vast
country's many diverse climates. You're just as (un)likely to find naan bread as you are
cheesy garlic bread in the south of India.

Let the Taj Mahal and other Indian treasures take your breath away on Zoom's luxurious,
culturally rich tour through northern India.  Experience the surprising diversity that only India
can offer as soon as you decide to look a little closer. 

Read about our tour to India

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month

INDIA
Cows can be found freely wandering the streets of India's
cities. They are considered sacred and will often wear a tilak,
a Hindu symbol of good fortune. Cows are considered one of
humankind's seven mothers because they offer milk as does
one's natural mother.

Bryan's Travel Blog

Travel: Your Weapon Against Fear
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Monks gather for prayer in Bhutan

I will never forget the time I was on the beach
in Rio de Janeiro, enjoying the sunshine in
January, when I was interrupted by a sudden
wave of text messages.  My friends and
family were concerned; was I ok?  News of
thieves attacking a tour bus in Rio had
reached the U.S.  The story was lacking
details and it was unclear yet as to how many
people were killed. I looked around the beach,
I spoke to a few people. I soon realized that
news of a deadly attack on a tour bus in Rio
had not reached Rio.  And with good reason: it
wasn't really accurate.

For starters, there is Rio de Janeiro the city,
and Rio de Janeiro the state, a deceitful detail
to withdraw when reporting a story to the
American population unlikely to realize the
distinction.  Rio de Janeiro, the city, saw

nothing remotely resembling the story.  After much investigation, I discovered the true events
from which the story derived. A regular bus was indeed hijacked in Rio de Janeiro, the state,
and people were robbed.  But it wasn't a tourist bus and no fatalities were mentioned.

Running a gay travel company, this is a phenomenon I have seen before. A tourist bus with
Mexican nationals is attacked on the road in Egypt, and suddenly I'm getting calls from
dozens of people asking me why we have a trip to Egypt when it is so unsafe.  Regardless of
the what really happened, it is stories like this that deter many Americans from visiting
Brazil...or Egypt...or any other country home to a similar "precautionary tale" for that matter.
 It is stories like this that dissuade many people from leaving the safety of home, of America.
 However, with America's safety increasingly being called into question, I wonder if our news
stories become precautionary tales for would-be adventurers in other parts of the world.

Read on 

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your
time to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more
about, please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
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