
Barry meets all kinds of beautiful things
on Zoom Vacations tours

Featured Traveler: Barry from
Dallas
Barry has joined Zoom Vacations in China,
southern Africa, and now Cuba. He is very
familiar with what we do at Zoom and we're
very familiar with Barry and his award-
winning smile and zest for life.

Zoom: Why did you decide to join Zoom
Vacations in Cuba?

Barry: I have had a life-long interest in
diplomatic relations between the US and
Cuba.  I grew up during the Cold War and
have always been fascinated at how a
small country only ninety miles from the
border could have such a significant impact
on US history.  As we all know, America's
embargo against Cuba is the longest-lasting
single foreign policy in our history!  When
President Obama's administration began to
normalize relations with Cuba, I knew that I wanted to witness this society
first-hand because of the images I had in my mind from motion pictures and
limited television exposure.  I had previously traveled with Zoom to China
and South Africa, so I knew that the "behind the scenes" efforts by Zoom
would create a first-rate experience for me as a traveler interested in
learning more about the Cuban culture.

Read the complete interview

Read about our next tour to Cuba in May
 

Zoom Cuba Photos are in
As a relatively new destination for American
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Photo courtesy of Zoom Vacations
traveler, Brian Mattes

Bryan Herb

travelers, Cuba has an air of mystery about
it. Zoom travelers get a chance to explore
the country's art, culture, and history
through the eyes of the locals. For us,
Cuba's rich culture also meant an endless
parade of amazing food, music,
and performances.

And as one of the hottest destinations of
2015, it felt only right to ring in the New Year
in Havana. The festive atmosphere of the

bustling city and our group's close chemistry made for a truly memorable
experience! We celebrated 2016 in an exclusive, lavish party located in Old
Havana.

New Years in Cuba certainly set the bar high for upcoming trips, but we are
more than up to the challenge!

See the photos

Zoom's Bryan Herb to Appear
on New York Times Show LGBT
Travel Panel
If you are in the New York City area,
January 9th, come to the LGBT Session at
New York Times Travel Show at 12:15 PM
at the  Javits Center.

Zoom's Bryan Herb is one of four panelists
for this session, designed for L.G.B.T.
travelers interested in learning about
trends, destinations, tours, cruises and
events. All you need is an open mind and
the passion to travel.

Join this interactive and informative panel with leading experts in gay, lesbian
and L.G.B.T. family travel. The moderator, ManAboutWorld's Ed Salvato leads
a very well-traveled group in a lively discussion touching on new cruises and
tours, not-to-miss events and up-and-coming hot spots around the world.
The panel has collectively been on all seven continents and visited over 100
countries as out gay and lesbian travelers. Come with your travel
questions. This is a session you won't want to miss! 

Click here to receive a link to a free ticket to the show!

Use code: LGBT

Date: January 9th
Time: 12:15 PM
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Machu Picchu, a Great Place to
Practice the Law of Attraction

Location: Javits Center, located at 655 W 34th St, New York, NY 10001

10 phrases to eliminate from your
vocabulary in 2016  
The "Law of Attraction" has gained a lot of
popularity in recent years, especially after the
release of the book and movie, "The Secret". 
And full disclosure: I totally believe in it. 

Essentially, the Law of Attraction states that
you will attract into your life whatever you put

out.  In its simplest terms, if you think negatively, you will attract negative
things into your life.  If you are a jerk, you will attract jerks into your life.  If
you put out kindness and positivity, you will attract kind people and pleasant
situations into your life.  Practitioners of the Law of Attraction are familiar with
phrases such as "whatever you think about, you become about", "you are
what you believe", "words equal things", and "our language forms our
reality".  It is a little bit like the "you are what you eat" slogan we heard as
kids.

Never is the Law of Attraction and its principles more relevant than when I
am traveling, for it is often on our travels that we are inspired and
challenged most with more time for reflection and from taking a break for our
normal lives.  People often take vacations to "recharge" their batteries.  So
while recharging, make sure you are attracting the charge that you want!

What a lot of people are starting to realize is that just like hanging out with
the "wrong" crowd can lead you down negative or damaging paths, when
the wrong language is part of your daily life, it shapes your life negatively. 
The problem is that negative and limiting expressions have become part of
our daily lives.

The following are 10 phrases to wipe out of your vocabulary every day, and
especially when you are traveling.
 
Click here to find the 10 phrases
 

Zooming With Joel
Exploring the Exploding Cuba Art
Scene in Havana

Having just returned from Zoom Cuba New
Years I was amazed at how prominent
Cuban artists are becoming around the
world.  To get a first-hand behind-the-
scenes closer look at what is happening in
Havana that has the international art scene

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SJGyL7K0nlPwnXVXQ6TIQJF9qXtVIyGMfNRD1b7QUApuS-ityGoZo5tHdJ7DvI2yxGjw9oB2h-k2zUFV8-33dFWkhYdgVPO_msdy9MDmhrFgyE8bIQN7jeuzwd7l91BvYnbGoxULxzqEI4qzQMiUigF2WbHnxLXA1_Fp2m5z-QAkaJbymo5-VJtZlZjrc9RfKNswsvzclp1aLjDUvpBaKKtG_nBbBwFH4gotBqqrnKrp-9O_wMgwOqU3mvs8t3741-sMIKHYBq3lTtrg_UxI8Gbkh-DnDOGwD1SQoxV12m_LjeOTtkyfl6ajtr-A1kwCFkch_Lpw4kQZHZN8X2NFXBrdvfNh19101R8zNs2ZFSNEUUWfrnlrUrQchZFpMJX0l_BkrRlcLSHHLroxAOpCUA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SJGyL7K0nlPwnXVXQ6TIQJF9qXtVIyGMfNRD1b7QUApuS-ityGoZo5tHdJ7DvI2yxGjw9oB2h-k2zUFV8-33dFWkhYdgVPO_msdy9MDmhrFgyE8bIQN7jeuzwd7l91BvYnbGoxULxzqEI4qzQMiUigF2WbHnxLXA1_Fp2m5z-QAkaJbymo5-VJtZlZjrc9RfKNswsvzclp1aLjDUvpBaKKtG_nBbBwFH4gotBqqrnKrp-9O_wMgwOqU3mvs8t3741-sMIKHYBq3lTtrg_UxI8Gbkh-DnDOGwD1SQoxV12m_LjeOTtkyfl6ajtr-A1kwCFkch_Lpw4kQZHZN8X2NFXBrdvfNh19101R8zNs2ZFSNEUUWfrnlrUrQchZFpMJX0l_BkrRlcLSHHLroxAOpCUA==&c=&ch=


The artist, Choco. Photo courtesy of
Zoom Vacations traveler, Brian Mattes

Southern Africa in September
Zoom Vacations' tour to southern Africa, comprising
Cape Town, luxury safari, and magnificent Victoria
Falls is almost full.  Book now to reserve your space
on this once-in-a-lifetime trip.

Japan in June
Zoom Vacations' tour to Japan is in many ways unlike
any tour we have ever created!  While we don't want
to give away all the surprises, perhaps the most
unique on this tour is that we will be staying one night
in a centuries-old buddhist monastery. Zoom's Bryan
Herb stayed in this 1200 year-old village comprised
only of Monasteries, and considered it one of the best
travel experiences he has had.

in a tizzy, Zoom Vacations arranged private
visits to the personal studios of important
artists such as Jorge Otero Escobar and
Eduardo "Choco" Roco, just to name two,
who had just returned from showing their
works at Art Basel 2015, Miami, weeks
prior.   

It's one thing to see their pieces in the
curated environment of an art gallery and
another to see art in the "womb" of an
artist's studio where you can appreciate the
conceptual development and actual
creation of the work directly from the
artists.  While there was no expectation of
a sale from the visit, the pieces bought
directly from the artist are 30-50% less expensive than what you would
expect to pay at a gallery.  That significant savings alone could pay for the
cost of a trip to Cuba.

Read about our next tour to Cuba in May

Read additional "Zooming with Joel" blog entries.  

Fun Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month
Cambodia: The official religion of Cambodia is Theravada Buddhism which
is practiced by around 95% of the Cambodian population.
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STAY CONNECTED:


