
Zoom Vacations travelers enjoy fireworks on the
beach in Copacabana

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Watch the Olympics, and Prepare for New Years in Rio!
All eyes are on Rio right now and most of us are
watching from the edge of our seats. The Olympic
games have an added exhilaration this year with
everyone asking, "can Brazil pull this off?"  The
anticipation clouding the 2016 summer Olympics will
be at ease soon, but in the mean-time we
want to talk about something we know for a fact:
Brazil can pull off a hell of a New Year's party.  

Zoom Vacations has been celebrating New Years
in Rio for years, giving our travelers a vacation filled
with sunshine, fellowship, and celebration.  Always
raising the bar for ourselves, this year's Rio trip
features incredible Zoom signature events, a
beachfront hotel at one of the most famous beaches
in the world, a helicopter tour of the city, and carefree
days full of champagne and new friends.

So while Brazil's success hosting the games is still
TBD, Zoom Vacations New Years trip to Rio is a guaranteed gold. 

Read about our next tour

 Featured Travelers
Brandon and Vince, from Sugarland,
TX
Brandon and Vince have been together
since college, but when you are around
them you feel as if they just met.   When
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Vince and Brandon in the jungles of Machu Picchu

Driving through the streets of Havana

you first meet Brandon and learn that he
majored in Theater in college, that will
come as no surprise.  And when you learn
that Vince is in the medical profession,
well you can see the caretaker aura
coming right through.  It had been their
longtime dream to visit Peru and after the
trip, we spoke with Brandon about his
experience.  This is what he had to say.

Zoom:  There is a lot of hype about
Machu Picchu. Did it live up to your
expectations?

Brandon:  In one word, absolutely! It was
stunning. Our guide gave us such amazing
insider information that you just wouldn't
get if you explored on your own. We opted
to stay at the hotel near the
archeological site, and that allowed us to
get a spectacular view of sun rise! Then on
day two we did the additional hike up
Machu Picchu mountain...again AMAZING!

Read on
 

 Zooming with Joel
The Cuba Dilemma

The Cuba dilemma: To go to Havana now
or wait until prices go down.
This is a question I get asked all the time.
Should one experience the Havana of
today that we have been hearing about for
so many years or the mass market
Havana of the future which will inevitable
lose what has made Havana such and
iconic place for the last 50 years. 

One thing is for sure, the crumbling
architecture will be restored to its original
grandeur, but at the same time I fear that
the egalitarian culture of today will

transform into a capitalist mass market economy where the genuine charm of
today's Havana (so unusual in a world that is becoming more homogenous) will be lost.

 Read about our trip to Cuba for New Years 

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month

ARGENTINA
The name Argentina comes from the Latin word for silver,
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The Casa Rosada in Buenos Aires

   READ ABOUT OUR TOUR TO ARGENTINA 

Nothing like a cold beer in a frosty mug

argentum. The area that would later become Argentina was
rumored to be rich in silver. There was a legend among
European colonialists that there was a mountain made of
silver in Argentina.

Bryan's Travel Blog

You've heard of Freakonomics. You may
be familiar with Burgernomics. This is
Beeronomics
Burgernomics originates from The Big Mac
Index, invented in 1986 by The Economist. A
tool to make exchange rate theory more
approachable, the Big Mac Index uses the
near-universally familiar product, the Big Mac,
to compare the purchasing power parity of
different countries. The Big Mac Index is now
used globally by economists and academics
alike. A lot has changed in the thirty years
since the inception of Burgernomics and most

of us would prefer to deny any affiliation with the fast food belt-buster at the epicenter of the
theory. So today I bring you Beeronomics: exploring the countries where the US dollar treats
you well, for the benefit of the tipsy traveler. 

#1 Vietnam
Each US dollar will get you about 22,000 Vietnamese dong.  On the street and in stores,
domestic beers, including trademark beers like the 33 lager, Saigon beer will run you roughly
18,000 dong each, about 80 cents.  Splurging for an imported will be closer to 30,000 dong,
or $1.34.  At nightclubs, hotels, and other tourist hotspots you will most likely be paying more
familiar prices.  Still, at these rates you could develop a fantastic beer belly with mere
pocket change.

#2 Peru
Chances are you'll be drinking more pisco than beer in Peru, but for our Beeronomics course
we'll look at some Backus products. Backus is one of the largest brewers in the world and
produces the country's most popular brands including Pilsen Callao, Cusqueña and Cristal,
all of which will run you between 6-7 Peruvian sol.  With a 1 USD to 3.33 PEN exchange rate,
that's about $2 a beer. A beer at a bar or club is about $3.54 which is, even still, much
cheaper than beer in the US. On Zoom Vacations' trip, we visit the very best restaurants
and tour the places that make Peru so popular, such as Machu Picchu. But that does not
mean you will have to break the bank to get the full experience and still enjoy yourself!  Just
watch out for the local Andean chicha, a kind of homemade "moonshine" beer made from
blue corn.

 Read on 
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At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your
time to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more
about, please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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