
August, 2018

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading, and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Announcing Zoom Thailand

Last week, Zoom Vacations announced our tour to Thailand,
February 15-25, 2019. While one can easily go to our website for
extensive information about this trip, we want to tell you a bit about
what makes this trip special, and unique from what else is out
there.

Most tours to Thailand seem to look pretty much the same: some
Bangkok, some beach, a little jungle, and rainforest. This is great,
but Thailand offers much more. For instance, on our tour we will
visit Sukhothai, the capital of the Thai Empire for approximately
140 years since its founding in 1238. It is here where we will
experience "Old-World" Thailand, and see its rich imperial history.

Instead of touristy Phuket, we will visit gorgeous Koh Samui,
where we will have our Zoom Farewell Signature Event (sorry,
event details are a secret).

We will dine in some of the best restaurants in Thailand, pamper
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ourselves in the best hotels, and experience Thai cooking and
crafts firsthand!

Of course, the trip will be luxurious, experiential, and cultural, like
all Zoom Vacations tours. We don't want to spoil the surprises we
have up our sleeve, so a few things are purposefully left off the
online itinerary. Read more about this trip

Zoom China Photos

Our last Zoom Vacations tour to China took place
just as the cherry blossoms were in bloom
around the Great Wall of China, which was truly
spectacular.

Our group also enjoyed incredible experiences at
the Terra Cotta Warriors, small cultural towns,
and vibrant Shanghai. You'll see great photos of
the sites. We are kicking ourselves that we didn't
get more pic of the fabulous hotels! See the
Photos

Sign up for next year's tour!

Antarctica Selling out!

We've been saying that Zoom Antarctica is a trip
that will sell out, and well, it's happening. We
currently have just two owners suites left.

Zoom Vacations received special pricing for this
voyage because it is a new ship that not a lot of
people know about yet.

The entire experience is top notch, yet the thing
that really separates this from other Antarctica
tours is that we are flying over the Drake
Passage, the notoriously rocky body of water
between South America's Cape Horn and the
South Shetland Islands of Antarctica.

Learn more about this trip

Featured Traveler: Jim from
Chicago

Jim just returned from a trip to Mongolia for the
Naddam festival of wrestling, horse racing, and
archery, that Zoom created just for him. He has
been on a number of Zoom Vacations tours, and
we have featured him a few times, but Mongolia
is a place few tourists have been, and we are
sure that our travelers would be interested in
hearing about Jim's experience there!

http://www.zoomvacations.com/thailand-highlights
https://flic.kr/s/aHsmnCvs4c
http://www.zoomvacations.com/china
http://www.zoomvacations.com/antarctica-highlights


Zoom: Why did you want to go to Mongolia?

Jim: After visiting 105 countries it’s getting hard to
find unique, remote and unspoiled place.
Mongolia is all of those and has a very interesting
culture. Plus the Naddam festival is such a great
photographic opportunity that I had to see it.

Zoom: Why did you hire Zoom to create this
experience for you?

Jim: Zoom does all my special vacation planning.
The service is very personal and the trips are
always well thought-out, with special touches.

Zoom: What is Mongolia like?

Jim: It’s a very old culture with incredible history.
The Mongols are nomadic and so that drives
much of the culture.

Zoom: What were your highlights?

Jim: I loved watching the sunset from the top of
the dunes in the Gobi dessert, Riding horses
along Asia’s second largest lake and seeing the
Naddam festival, which is an amazing centuries
old tournament.

Zoom: What were your challenges?

Jim: Mongolia is still pretty remote once you get
outside Ulan Baater. The roads may be only tire
tracks and there may be nothing for miles except
Gers (Nomadic tents)

Zoom: What would you say to people who want to
go to Mongolia?

Jim: Do it and do it soon, before it gets overrun.

Zoom: How is it different from other places you
have visited?

Jim: It’s very sparsely populated and the vast
landscapes are really unique. It’s the most
remote place I have been.

Zoom: Of all the other places you have been,
which seems the closest in culture to Mongolia?

Read on

Zooming with Bryan

This month's contemplation from a year of
monthly thoughts originating from a six week trip
to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tanzania on
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three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Eleven:   Interconnection

We are far more interconnected and
interdependent than we realize. This holds true
for countries, communities, families, and the
world.

Perhaps no where is this more visible than on
safari. You see the intricate balance of all things,
and how plants and animals have developed in
specific ways to provide what each other needs.
The most obvious example that any of us can see
is plants providing nutrients for birds who then
disseminate their seeds.

Obviously, civilizations develop in similar ways to
provide where each is lacking as well. In Egypt,
the empire could have likely expanded further, but
their belief that they had to be buried on Egyptian
soil in order to reach the after life held them back,
stinting their trade.

We see interconnection and balance on a global
scale, but there is an area much closer to home
where this is very true: the workings of our own
bodies and biomechanics. For instance, the
direct relationship of intestinal/stomach health
and brain activity and depression.

When you start looking at interconnection as a
general concept, you see how it pervades every
aspect of our existence. As you see this, I think
you start to live differently, more healthily, realizing
that every decision you make for your body, for
your relationships, and for the world has direct
effects on everything else. Living mindfully
becomes more prominent...and with mindfulness
comes peace.

Zooming with Joel

The Time to Go to Egypt is Now

Last year we offered a tour of Egypt, and it immediately
sold out, so we added another, and it sold out, so we
added another.

This year we have two back-to-back tours in Egypt. This
is one of my favorite tours, and I am excited to return.
There are several reasons why now is the perfect time
to visit Egypt, but the following are my top five:

1. We may not be offering this tour in 2019 or
2020!

2. Ever confident in Egypt's ability to woo travelers
back, hotels took advantage of the dip in
tourism to refresh and renovate, which means
they're looking better than ever.

3. Like last year, our private boat on the Nile is
arranged exclusively for our group!

4. The political situation has stabilized, and
visitors are returning to Egypt!

5. You can still see Egypt's wonders without the
throngs of crowds that will be there, as more
and more people begin to realize what we have



known, that now is a GREAT time to visit Egypt.

Read about this tour.
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