
October, 2018

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading, and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Zoom India Photos

Our Zoom Vacations tour to India completes this
week! Currently our travelers are in the home
stretch, in Delhi.

We started in vibrant Mumbai, and continued on
to Varanasi, Agra, Jaipur, Udaipur, and Jodhpur,
before completing in Delhi.

While the highlight for many visitors to India is
seeing the Taj Mahal in Agra, certainly the
incredible palace-hotels where our group stays
throughout the trip are a rival. Of course, there is
the huge lavish private party we threw for our
group on the palace grounds in Jodhpur,
complete with entertainment, fireworks, and great
food and wine in a spectacular setting.
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Photos courtesy of Zoom Vacations travelers,
Kent and Daniel!

See the Photos

Sign up for next year's tour for the Holi festival in
March!

Thailand's Culinary Ride
Continues!

December will mark exactly one year
since Michelin Guide Thailand was unveiled in
Bangkok, and the culinary scene in Thailand
today is perhaps better than ever! Ninety-eight
Bangkok restaurants made the guide, with 17 of
them receiving Michelin stars.
 
Multiple inspectors visited potential restaurants
multiple times anonymously and paid their own
bills, judging restaurants for their quality of
ingredients, cooking techniques, chef’s
personality, value for money and consistency.
 
The ranking goes from one to three stars, with
one dubbed “a very good restaurant in its
category” and three being “exceptional cuisine,
worth a special journey.” While no Bangkok
restaurants managed to win the incredibly rare
three Michelin-star accolade, three did earn two
stars.
 
The full list of Bangkok's Michelin-star awardees
is as follows:
 
Two-star
Gaggan
Le Normandie
Mezzaluna
 
One-star
Bo.lan
Chim by Siam Wisdom
Elements
Ginza Sushi Ichi
J’Aime by Jean-Michel Lorain
Jay Fai
L’Atelier de Joel Robuchon
Nahm
Paste
Saneh Jaan
Savelberg
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Sra Bua by Kiin Kiin
Suhring
Upstairs at Mikkeller

Learn more about this trip

Featured Traveler: Daniel from
Portland, Oregon

If Daniel looks familiar to you, it may be because
this is neither his first Zoom Vacation, nor his first
time being our featured traveler. One of the most
friendly, charming travelers you'll ever meet,
Daniel, along with his sweetheart of a husband,
Bryan are always so much fun to have on our
tours. Daniel graciously took just a few moments
from his trip to reflect on his experience with
Zoom Vacations in India.

Zoom: What made you want to go to India?
 
Daniel: Bryan and I are fans of traveling to places
outside of our comfort zone. We enjoy immersing
ourselves in cultures that are completely different
than what we know. What better place to
experience this, than in India? It has been on our
list to do for a while now.

Zoom: How is India different than you expected?

Daniel: I don't think we had any certain
expectations coming into this trip. I only assumed
that India would be an overload of the senses,
and it certainly did not disappoint!!

Zoom: Why did you decide to come with Zoom?

Daniel: We have been on several trips with Zoom
now, and are 100% trusting in the type of itinerary
they create. Zoom has a way of surprising it's
guests with special unique moments, a tourist
coming on their own might not get to experience. 

Zoom: How is the group getting along?

Daniel: The group was great! Meeting and
making new friends from around the world is one
of the highlights we enjoy in traveling with Zoom. 

Zoom: How would you describe the hotels to
friends back home? 

Daniel: Neither words, nor photos can do justice
to the Palaces we had the pleasure of staying in.
The hotels in India are some of the best in the
world!!

Zoom: How about the food?

Daniel: The food has been nothing short of
amazing. The local delicacies are rich in color,
and full of flavor. The traditional Thali
presentation made each meal a memorable one.
We just wanted to keep eating the Dal!!

Zoom: What has been your highlight? 

Daniel: So well known in photographs, we
assumed the Taj Mahal to be another check off
for tourists. We couldn't have been more wrong. It
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was more amazing than we thought it would be,
and clearly see why it truly is, a Wonder of the
world. 

Read on

Zooming with Bryan

Make Your Vacation Smell a Little Sweeter

There are many ways to enhance your vacation,
and to keep wonderful memories of your vacation
fresh in your mind after the vacation is
over. Taking photos of your vacation is probably
the most familiar example. But, while affective,
and certainly something to continue doing, it may
not actually be the best way. 

Our sense of smell is closely linked with
memory, probably more so than any of our other
senses. Most of us are able to think of smells
that conjure particular memories; the scent of
pine evoking Christmas, for example.

One reason this might be has to do with the way
our brains process odors and memories. Smells
get routed and analyzed through one’s olfactory
bulb, which is part of the limbic system, the
emotional center of the brain. It’s closely
connected to one’s amygdala and hippocampus,
brain regions that handle memory and emotion.

When a smell enters the nose, it travels through
the cranial nerve through the olfactory bulb, which
helps the brain process smells. 

So now that you understand the science behind
smell and memory, here is a great way to use
this phenomenon to your advantage, and
particularly, to enhance your vacation as well as
the memories after. 

Before your next trip, either buy a bottle or acquire
samples of a cologne or perfume that you have
never worn before but that you find to be pleasing,
and bring that with you on your next vacation. You
might even decide to bring a scent that has some
relation to the destination you're visiting, such as
bringing a scent with heavy jasmine notes on a
vacation to India, or Bali... Lemongrass notes in
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Vietnam... Or even better, buy scents on your trip
to India where essential oils are a great bargain.

Read on

Zooming with Joel

Proud to Speak at Proud

I am very proud to be invited to speak at PROUD
experiences in NYC, June of 2019. PROUD
Experiences is an international three-day event
bringing together travel suppliers and buyers as well
as lifestyle brands targeting the LGBTQ+ community.
The LGBTQ+ community are fighting for something
non-LGBTQ+ travelers have always taken for granted:
the ability for an individual to choose where in the world
they feel like they really belong. Safely. This event
brings together leaders from the travel & lifestyle
sectors to light the way through education and stories
and to do great business together.

At PROUD Experiences earlier this year in London, I
felt like everyone was simultaneously focused on
developing and better serving the LGBTQ+ market. The
show is a physical manifestation of the economic
power of the pink dollar and a place that will get both
suppliers and buyers one step closer to participating
and benefiting from it.

Read on
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