
Serene Antarctica

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Announcing: Zoom ANTARTICA 2019
From Bucket List to Beyond...

At the other end of the world, the Antarctic Peninsula is
a study in contrasts. You sail into iceberg-filled bays
and along rugged coasts, visiting penguin rookeries
and abandoned whaling stations. Setting foot on the
7th continent, crossing the Antarctic Circle or following
in the footsteps of early explorers like Sir Ernest
Shackleton are travel feats few can lay claim to.

In the Antarctic, where you go really depends on how
much time you have. Crossing the Drake Passage is first on the agenda. While most
companies have you sail its sea-sickness inducing, notoriously rough waters, that isn't how
we do things at Zoom Vacations. We take this wild card out of the equation, by flying over the
Drake Passage.
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Photographing the mighty Sphinx

John and Patrick, in Fez

This shaves off a little time, so you can make the most of every minute. We can get you
kayaking the bays, cruising around icebergs and camping out under the Antarctic night sky in
next to no time.

Read more about this trip

 Zoom Egypt: Step Back in Time
Just a few cabins remain!

Zoom Vacations' tour to Egypt is arguably the best
thing on the Nile.  Several travelers from last year's trip
said it was the best vacation they have ever had!  And
some are still talking about the incredible meals we
had onboard our private boat!

Highlights

Two nights at the Four Seasons in Cairo
Two nights at the Mena House in Giza
Four nights on our private traditional boat on the Nile
Expertly guided tours from our dedicated guide
A wonderful welcome dinner in Cairo
Spectacular Farewell Dinner in Giza

From $5616 per person.

Read more about this trip

 Featured Traveler: John from Memphis
We just spent almost Two weeks with Jonathan in
Morocco, and it is safe to say that he is simply always
in a good mood.  Always smiling, immersed in
Morocco, full of mirth and laughter-- this is Johnathan.

Zoom: What was your highlight from the trip?

Jonathan: The night we spent in the Sahara Desert
was really unforgettable and just incredible.  That night
and the days before and after were the most unique
part of the trip, and they were the most memorable. 
Everything from the camel rides to the dinner, and
even the accommodations, came together to create a
really special experience.  

Zoom: How were the hotels?

Jonathan: The hotels made a big difference,
especially the ones in Casablanca, Fes and Marrakech.  The Four Seasons, Palais Faraj and
La Mamounia were all spectacular, and we particularly enjoyed the three nights at La
Mamounia.  The riads in Chefchaouen were not the luxury accommodations we enjoyed in
some of the other cities, but they were great choices that fit the city perfectly and we really
enjoyed the intimacy and local color they provided.  In Tangier the unforeseen circumstances
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Junk boats on Halong Bay

Varanasi, India

were unfortunate {last minute hotel change due to a power outage}, but we nonetheless
enjoyed the hotel and the change did nothing to diminish the experience.  And I cannot mention
hotels without including another very sincere note about how much we loved the desert camp
- it was really a fantastic experience!     

Zoom: Did you feel comfortable to be traveling as part of a gay group through Morocco?

Jonathan: Yes, without any exceptions.  And that was a great surprise given some of the
things I incorrectly assumed about Morocco.  There was not a single incident where I felt like
being identified as a gay tour made a difference. 

Zoom: What were the benefits of traveling as part of a group?

Jonathan: The access - we never waited in lines, we never waited on tables, and we never
encountered the "red tape" that is usually an unavoidable part of traveling on your own.  The
group instead moved from place to place like a well-oiled machine, and that allowed us to see
so much more without the time loss that accompanies waiting in lines and figuring things out
as you experience them.  I also liked meeting the rest of the group and enjoyed the
development of those relationships. 

Read the entire interview

  Zoom Vietnam Photos
There were so many great photos from our tour to
Vietnam and Cambodia, that we broke it up into two
albums.  This year, we added the imperial city of Hue
to the itinerary, and it was the perfect addition. While
there, we stayed in a beautiful Art Deco hotel, toured
the forbidden city, and ate dinner with a local family in
their ancestral home!

Plus, we enjoyed new hotels in Saigon and Hanoi, and
returned to our favorite property in Da Nang.  When
asked, the our group unanimously said that the
highlight of our time in Vietnam trip was our surprise
sunset vespa tour in Saigon.

See the photos

  Zoom Vacations Featured on Hornet
Hornet, the world's premier gay social network
recently interviewed Zoom Vacations' Bryan Herb
and Joel Cabrera asking for three popular
destinations for the LGBTQ traveler looking to set
up a fun summer vacation with friends. Our
responses were something of a surprise to them.

Read the Interview

 Zooming with Bryan
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Two sweet children waived to us as we
ventured into the jungle to find gorillas

Joel enjoying the Orient Express

By Bryan Herb

This month's contemplation from a year of monthly thoughts
originating from a six week trip to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda,
and Tanzania on three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Nine:  Our Leaders Matter More than we
Realize

All great civilizations can be taken down by poor
leadership or exalted with strong leadership and
cooperation. And, it can happen faster than one could
imagine.

On my trip, our group learned so much about the
various rises and falls of Egypt. Most of this, we
learned, had more to do with the pharaohs and priests
versus natural events.

In Rwanda, we were all amazed at how the country is
bouncing back after the 1994 genocide. The people
are surprisingly united, and much of this is due to their beloved president's call for all to
consider themselves solely as Rwandans, not Tutsi and Hutu . He is truly turning around the
country.

Read on

 Zooming with Joel
The Venice Simpson-Orient-Express (VSOE): 
Memoirs of a most luxurious train of intrigue and
coincidence

I recently fulfilled my life long dream of taking the
VSOE. Although it had been on my mind to experience
the VSOE, this journey came about purely by chance. 
While looking for a flight to Munich for the start of our
Danube River cruise invitational, I happen on a flight to
Venice that matched what I was looking for - a
business class upgrade!  I knew that I would be
arriving before the start of the cruise and decided to

review the VSOE schedule and as luck would have it there was a train departure precisely on
the day I was landing in Venice and it was just long enough that I could enjoy a pre river cruise
extension.  I checked availability and was able to reserve one of the last cabins from Venice to
Prague.

Only  trouble was (or so I thought) I was traveling alone.  My partner was scheduled to meet
me in Munich the day before the start of the river cruise and could not rearrange his schedule
to join me on the last minute VSOE journey.  Ironically, I found myself having the same
thoughts I often hear from some interested in a trip we offer but do not have a friend to travel
with.  So, knowing full well the planets had aligned in my favor and this was too good of an
opportunity to pass up, I decided to go at it alone.  

Fast forward to the day of departure and after landing I made my way to check in for the VSOE
at the Venice Santa Lucia train station.  Not sure if it was jet lag, but I started hearing faintly
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 CHECK OUT OUR TRIP TO EGYPT

echoing voices in my head sounding alarms; would I be the only single traveler onboard; will
everyone be coupled off and not be interested in talking to me; would honeymooning couples
ensconce themselves in their cabins celebrating recent nuptials; would the guests be snobby
and not be interested in talking to a "commoner"; or worst yet, would I feel in any way
discriminated against.  My mind was racing, and I was really nervous.  I took a deep breath
and hoped for the best.  After all, it was just an overnight trip.  How bad could it be?  Spoiler
alert!  It was every bit as fabulous as I had ever imagined.

Read on

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Egypt
The famous Great Pyramid at Giza was built as a burial place for King Khufu (2589-2566 B.C.)
and took more than 20 years to build. It is built from over two million blocks of limestone, each
one weighing as much as two and a half elephants. It stands about 460 feet (149 m) high-taller
than the Statue of Liberty. The base of the Great Pyramid takes up almost as much space as
five football fields.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666
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