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Welcome to this month's e-newsletter! Thank you for reading, and for being part of the
Zoom family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time
doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Visit our Website

Zoom Thailand, Coming Soon

Zoom's Joel Cabrera just returned from Thailand, where he spoke
at the very first LGBT Travel Symposium in Thailand. Specifically,
Joel addressed how hotels and other suppliers can work with
LGBT travelers.

The symposium came at a perfect time, as it gave Joel the
opportunity to research the destination for our upcoming Zoom
Vacations tour, which will be in February of 2019!

We are busy putting together the final details, but here is a little
teaser: It is going to be one of our most experiential and unique
tours to date!

Email Joel any questions you have about this upcoming trip!
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Zoom Cambodia Photos

Siem Reap, Cambodia was the last stop on our
tour to Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia, and for
many in the group, it definitely was a "save the
best for last" situation.

We have no proof of this, but it may actually be
impossible to visit Angkor Wat in Cambodia and
be unimpressed.

See the Photos

Two Cabins Left on Zoom Egypt

Zoom Egypt is one of those trips where you daily
cannot believe your eyes and ears. There is just
something about seeing a 4,000 year old tomb or
temple that changes you. Hearing about Egypt's
ancient innovations is one thing, but seeing them
in person is truly spectacular. And, they are
finding new discoveries all the time.

For instance, just days ago, archaeologists in
Egypt discovered a massive 8.5 foot long granite
sarcophagus during an excavation in the Sidi
Gaber district of Alexandria, making it the largest
granite sarcophagus ever found in the area.

The layer of mortar between the lid and the
vessel of the sarcophagus appears to be intact,
indicating the contents of the stone casket have
not been opened since antiquity. 

A few months ago, three 2,000 year-old ships
were found off the coast of Alexandria, full of
Roman treasures, including a crystal statue
believed to depict Marc Antony!

On Zoom Egypt, you will see discoveries like
these, plus famous sites like the Sphinx and
Luxor, all while staying in Egypt's finest
accommodations like the Four Seasons in Cairo
and our private boat on the Nile.

Learn more about this trip

Featured Traveler: Jeff from Naples

Jeff has been on a number of Zoom Vacations
tours, and we were thrilled when he was able to
join on our recent tour to Morocco. Even better, he
is coming with us to Antarctica in February!

Zoom: Which trips have you been on with Zoom
vacations?

Jeff: We have been to Argentina, Rio, South
Africa, India, Bhutan, Nepal, Cuba, Vietnam,
Cambodia, Colombia, and Morocco with Zoom
Vacations
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Zoom: How was Morocco similar or different from
other trips you have been on with us?

Jeff: Morocco �� was different from other
Zoom trips because it seemed very exotic and we
got to see so much of the country and it’s different
cultural experiences. It’s was similar to other
Zoom trips in that we stayed at amazing hotels
and had everything all planned and organized for
us. All we had to do was show up and we knew
we’d have a great day.

Zoom: In what ways did Morocco inspire you?

Jeff: Morocco inspired me similar to how it has
inspired others who travel or lived there (like Yves
St. Laurent) .......with color!!! Amazingly colorful
places and things throughout the country. From
spices, to tiles to flowers and gardens to
djellabas.

Zoom: You're a big shopper and you're also a big
photographer. Which of these interests took over
in Morocco?

Jeff: Both shopping and photography were off-
the-charts in Morocco! I probably took over 1000
pictures. And we shopped so much we had five
different things shipped home. Lol

Zoom: Speaking of shopping, what were some of
the cool things that you bought?

Jeff: We bought a beautiful Moroccan lantern and
a custom made Fez tile fountain for our lanai, a
fossil sculpture from the Sahara desert, a sub-
Saharan African mask, a Moroccan rug, and
some beautiful Moroccan shirts and a djellaba to
lounge around the house in, and some of the
best olive oil we’ve ever tasted from Marrakech.

Read on

Zooming with Bryan

This month's contemplation from a year of
monthly thoughts originating from a six week trip
to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda, and Tanzania on
three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Ten:   Travel Grows Our World

Travel inspires design, creativity, intellect,
connection, and innovation. It keeps our minds
and souls young. Travel grows our world... and
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when we travel with an open mind, we find
commonality in even the starkest differences,
such as:

The common zest for life of Hindus on pilgrimage
to the Ganges, and our own passions for the
things we believe in, such as the importance of
Freedom of Speech in America.

A mother gorilla's love, focus, and dedication with
her child and our similar feelings and behavior
with our own children.

The emphasis on precision and beauty of ancient
Egypt and India, and our same desires of beauty
in design and functionality in our modern world.

We have much in common not only with different
cultures around the world, but also with those in
different time periods. We have much in
common with different races, and even different
species.

An “us versus them" mentality doesn't serve us
when applied to any part of our lives.

Zooming with Joel

It's official, Thailand has come out. The Tourism
Authority of Thailand recently organized the
first LGBTQ travel symposium in South East Asia and it
was a huge hit. I was thrilled and honored to be a part
of it.

Being a tour operator, Zoom is in a unique position that
we work with virtually every component of travel,
including hotels, travel agents, airlines, specialty tour
companies, restaurants, etc. on a daily basis. So, I
hope I brought something to the table that others could
use and find interesting.

What I really hoped to convey is that everyone in travel
has to find their voice. There is not a one-size-fits-all;
one brand's approach to the LGBTQ client will differ
from the other; but each has to be genuine; they have
to exhibit a physical manifestation of their desire and
competency to work with the LGBTQ guest (saying they
are "welcoming to everyone" is not enough - to me it's
like saying “thoughts and prayers” to a situation that
really needs action).

After our panel discussion, the floor was open for
people to ask questions, and there were some great
ones!

Someone asked what is the thing that most hotels get
wrong - and I mentioned the sending of amenities to
"Mr and Mrs So-and-So" when the guests are a same
gender couple; or changing bed types from a king to a
twin when they see two persons of the same gender
traveling together, based on their own assumptions.

Is it better for gay people to have gay guides?  The



answer was not necessarily, as long as the guide is
amazing. But obviously the guide needs to be gay-
friendly and know that clients are gay, whether or not
the guide is LGBTQ.

It was a wonderful discussion, and something I really
enjoyed. I have the feeling that the symposium has
sparked ideas and discussions that will continue in
the coming weeks in Thailand and will have a ripple
effect in Asia and beyond!
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