
Gazing at Machu Picchu from Huayna
Picchu

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Vacations Peru Tour Photos
Zoom Vacations' tour to Peru over Thanksgiving is one
of the few tours we have offered every year since we
started creating vacations over 15 years ago.  

Take a look at these photos, and you will understand
why it's such a popular trip.  The hotels are wonderful,
the cuisine impeccable, and there are too many Zoom
extras to count!

We had such a fun group on this trip that every day
doubled as an ab workout from our laughter.
View the photos

 Zoom Vacations and Bryan Herb Featured on The Jam
Bryan Herb from Zoom Vacations made his third
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The Jam's Danielle Robay and Zoom's
Bryan Herb share their excitement for travel 

Kent making friends w ith the locals in Cusco

appearance on WCIU's "the Jam" this morning, this
time discussing transformational travel.

Danielle and Bryan talked about South Africa and India,
and even their shared love of Miami.

Plus, we are giving away a two night suite stay and
dinner at Baptiste & Bottle at the Waldorf Astoria in
Chicago.  Go to zoomvacations.com to enter!

Check out this segment!

 Featured Traveler: Kent, from Emmitsburg, MD
This was Kent and Will's first Zoom Vacation, and they
were so much fun to have on the trip, we certainly
hope it will not be their last.  Kent shared with us his
thoughts on gay travel and Peru.

Zoom:  Why did you decide to take this trip with Zoom
Vacations?

Kent:  It was a kind of last minute decision to go to
Peru after our trip to Puerto Rico was cancelled
because of the hurricane. Peru is someplace we had
wanted to visit and we liked the idea of a pre-planned
trip.

Zoom:  Was this your first time in Peru?

Kent:  Yes it was - we have a good friend who had fallen in love with the country years ago
and he had really piqued our interest in a visit.

Zoom:  Was coming during American Thanksgiving a good choice?  Why?

Kent:  For us, we were not loving the idea of spending Thanksgiving in the U.S. - we typically
host a big event so the idea of NOT doing that and letting someone else worry about it was an
appealing change from our routine.

Zoom:  Did having a Zoom Concierge (Bryan) make a difference in your trip?

Kent:  Bryan was really fun to travel with and he was a great resource during the trip if any
problems came up and we needed help with something. Having made the trip before, he was
a great source of information and in addition, he was charming and funny too.

Zoom:  Did the hotels live up to your expectations?

Kent:  We found all the hotels to be really nice and definitely the kind of places we would look
for when we travel. They were all a little different but definitely comfortable and luxurious. 

Read the entire interview

  A Year of Contemplation
By Bryan Herb
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Rwandan children wave at Zoom Vacations
travelers on our way to trek gorillas

Cape Tow n has some of the w orld's most
beautiful beaches

This month's contemplation from a year of monthly thoughts
originating from a six week trip to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda,
and Tanzania on three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Three is a sad but necessary topic: Genocide

It was pretty incredible and inspirational to visit
Rwanda today, and to see all Rwandan people living
and working together after the horrific 1994 genocide
where one million Tutsis were murdered in just 3
months (For those of you not familiar, watch "Hotel
Rwanda"). 

As we learned about what happened, it got me thinking about other genocides that occurred
around the world, and among the things they have in common is the "perpetrators" command
and manipulation of the media, and putting out false messages through media channels to
whip up the less educated and those who feel disenfranchised into a frenzy.  It is amazing
how fast logic, empathy, love, decency, etc. have been abandoned in these cases.

And it has happened similarly in genocides elsewhere, such as the Holocaust and in
Cambodia.  When the Khmer Rouge took control of the Cambodian government in 1975 they
began a "re-education" campaign targeting political dissidents.  These citizens, including
doctors, teachers and students suspected of receiving education were singled out for torture
and death.  Again, people were manipulated by mass spreading of what we would today call,
"fake news"

Genocides have happened throughout history, and always to the later regret of the countries
involved.  The genocide in Rwanda happened just 23 years ago.

Read on

 Follow Bryan as He Researches Southern Africa
Zoom's Bryan Herb is taking a sabbatical in
southern Africa, and you can follow him!

Southern Africa is one of Zoom Vacations' most
popular trips, and it is a destination that is constantly
changing every year, with new offerings in terms of
hotels, lodges, tours, restaurants, and more.  There is
no doubt about it, South Africa, and Cape Town in
particular is H.O.T. right now!

So, Bryan is taking the month of January to catch up
on some writing, and to research the latest offerings to

provide Zoom Vacations guests.

Follow Bryan Herb on Instagram, Facebook

 Zooming with Joel
Delving Deeper into Luxury

People often ask us where we learn about various tour
guides, hotels, restaurants, etc.  In addition to pretty
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The General Manager of the Taj Falaknuma
Palace mingles w ith Joel at a party throw n by Taj

Hotels

Note: No one on our tour is
required to drink this

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO VIETNAM

much talking about these things nonstop with our
friends and colleagues, and subscribing to virtually
every travel magazine that exists, we also attend
various travel shows around the world. 

Most recently, we were at the International Luxury
Travel Market (ILTM) in Cannes, France in December. 
I had dozens of prescheduled meetings with
representatives from the top luxury hotels in the world.
In addition to that I was also invited to numerous
parties for networking and relationship building. 

Every time I come to a show like this I am amazed at
the new offerings.  For instance, more and more, guests around the world are able to enjoy
prior palaces and castles that have been converted to luxury hotels. 

Another trend I am noticing is that virtually all hotels are now on-board with implementing
experiential travel at their properties. Plus, cuisine seems to be taking center stage at most
hotels, with a huge emphasis on quality and innovation. 

Keeping things fresh and up-to-date with what is new in the travel world is essential, and we
are committed to extensively researching all our destinations.  Fortunately for me, at ILTM,
they are also up-to-date with my need for champagne. 

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Vietnam
In Vietnam, Snake wine, which is made by steeping whole snakes in
rice wine for their venom or essence, is commonly drunk for health,
vitality and restorative purposes.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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