
Bryan shares his story of It Gets Better

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom's Bryan Herb With a Message for Gay Teens
It Gets Better.

The attitude in the United States can seem less than
pleasant right now, emboldening insecure bullies.
However, no matter how bad things may seem, they
will get better. But, there is a twist.

Watch the video

 Featured Destination: South Africa
Since South Africa is such a hot destination for Zoom
Vacations, Zoom's Bryan Herb took the month of
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Bryan researching on the f ield in Africa

January to explore several new offerings in South
Africa, including an incredible new safari lodge that has
only been open for a month. 

Joel and Bryan sat down for a recap of the experience.
This is what transpired. 

Joel: What is the latest and greatest in Cape Town?

Bryan:  I have so many highlights of new offerings in
Cape Town, but one that really stands out and is truly

spectacular, is the Museum of Contemporary Art Africa located just below the new Silo Hotel
which is also sensational. It is an architectural masterpiece, and the collection is superb. You
also don't need hours and hours to see it. 

Joel: So I've always thought that South Africa is a special and magical place. What is
something you noticed that money can't buy in South Africa but that you appreciated while
there?

Bryan:  I love this question, because something that a lot of my local friends mentioned to me
all the time was how many free things there are to do in Cape Town. It is really true.
However, anyone who follows me on Facebook can see that I was incredibly taken with hiking
at Lion's Head mountain. It is a spectacularly beautiful hike, and there so many moments
where you turn a corner and see a remarkable vista.  A few of the times that I hiked it, I even
did yoga at the top. It was so immensely peaceful and just perfect.  Also, from on top of Lion's
Head, you see just how stunning Cape Town really is. 

Oh, and the other thing is how incredibly nice the people are. From Uber drivers to passersby
on the street, people are just really warm and friendly, and hospitality reigns supreme. 

Joel:  Cape Town's water shortage is starting to get global attention. How did you see this in
actuality in Cape Town?

Bryan:  It is definitely a topic of conversation, and people are really using the honor system to
do whatever they can to lessen their own personal water usage. At the public gyms, people
use buckets of shower water to flush the toilets. And hotels have removed the drainage stops
in the bathtubs, so if a guest wants to take a bath they have to come down to the front desk,
ask for the plug, and then do a walk of shame back to their room, knowing that they're part of
the problem. Apparently a blogger took a picture of herself in a Silo Hotel bathtub, and it did not
go over well. 

However, it is really bringing the city together as well, as people pool their ideas and resources
to find solutions.  That being said, they will be out of water by April, and then the plan is to have
water distribution sites where people will come to collect water for their cooking, bathing, etc.

Of course, Joel, the whole time I was there, I found it interesting that so many my friends back
home were Facebook messaging me asking me about the water shortage in Cape Town.
Meanwhile, half of the island of Puerto Rico has been without water and electricity since
October, and no one talks about it.  In my opinion, what we are letting happen there is
barbaric. 

Yes, the situation in Cape Town is serious, but I do think that many potential visitors to Cape
Town are overreacting. It certainly wouldn't curtail my trip there. 



Bathers in the Ganges

The Reverie Hotel Saigon

Read the entire interview

  A Year of Contemplation
By Bryan Herb

This month's contemplation from a year of monthly thoughts
originating from a six week trip to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda,
and Tanzania on three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Four: Life is What You Make it

Life is 10% what happens and 90% what we make of
it.

While I have known this, and it is been espoused by
some of the people closest to me for years, like my business partner Joel and sister, Lori, I
really saw it on this last trip.

All throughout this six weeks, I saw people who in all outward "appearances" have less than I
do, yet they seemed happier than most people I see in America. In Varanasi, India, for
example, I saw people overjoyed just to be swimming in the Ganges. For them, it was a
pilgrimage, and the culmination of much planning and saving.

Read on

  Upgrades for Zoom Vietnam, in March
Zoom Vacations alumni know that we always try to
under-promise and over-deliver. Usually, only our
travelers on that particular tour know about the added
perks or upgrades, but this one is too good not to
share.

We have upgraded our hotels in Saigon and Hanoi to
arguably the BEST hotels in these two cities.  Our
initial hotels were great 5 star options, but these are

even better.  During last year's trip, we carved out some time to do a site inspection of the
Reverie Hotel in Saigon, and made a great connection with the director of sales. She came
back with an amazing rate for this year's trip, so we're moving on up! And in Hanoi, well, we
have been seeking the right hotel forever, this year we have it: the Metropole, a Sofitel Legend
Property.

Read about this tour and what our travelers will experience!

 Zooming with Joel
Follow Me to Holi

While we have created and led many tours to India in
the past, this is our first Zoom Vacations tour to India
for Holi, the Hindu spring festival which signifies
the victory of good over evil, the arrival of spring, and
the end of winter.  It is also a colorful 
festive day to meet others, horseplay, laugh, heal
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Joel arriving at the Umaid Bhaw an Palace

Giza

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO EGYPT

relationships, and just not take life so seriously.

During our tour, we will be celebrating the Holi Festival
of Colors as invited guests of his Royal Highness, the
Maharaja of Jodhpur.  

The royal celebration will take place at his gorgeous
residence, the Umaid Bhawan Palace.  During the
festival, we will all be wearing white outfits, which will
not stay white for long.  Colorful powders and water
are distributed to guests, and much shenanigans will
ensue. Think of a football game, where the players douse the coach with a tub of water or
sport-aid, only this will have bright colors of pinks and oranges.  Our white clothes will look
more like a Jackson Pollock painting when we are done!

And of course, incredible food, drink, and music will be flowing throughout.  Some of country's
best chefs will be there providing culinary delights and libations.

Follow me and Zoom Vacations on Facebook and Instagram starting February 20th to catch
the tour in real time!  We will also enjoy a leopard safari, stays at other incredible palaces, the
Taj Mahal, and more!

Joel Instagram
Joel Facebook
Zoom Vacations Instagram
Zoom Vacations Facebook

While this tour is sold out, check out tour to India in September!

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Egypt
T h e Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM), also known as the Giza
Museum, is under construction and is scheduled to be partially open in
2018 exhibiting the full Tutankhamun collection with many pieces to be
displayed for the first time. The museum is sited on 120 acres of land
approximately two kilometers from the Giza pyramids and is part of a
new master plan for the plateau.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666
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