
Glamping in Ladakh

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Vacations Ladakh, India Tour Photos
Glamping in the Himalayas. 

You have certainly heard of camping, but glamping? 
Our newest experiential offering for our travelers won
rave reviews by our travelers, who enjoyed luxury tent
accommodations while experiencing a unique, cultural
area of India.

While only a short flight away from Delhi, Ladakh
provides a totally unique and exciting experience for
our Zoom Vacations travelers. They were able to
immerse themselves into monastic culture and
Buddhism, all while enjoying sweeping views of the
stunning countryside and stunning, unique
accommodations and impeccable food. 

The brightly colored, intricate temples and statues look as amazing today as they did centuries
ago and easily transport out travelers to another world. Check out all of the photos from our
time in Ladakh and get a taste of what our travelers got to experience! 

View the photos

 See Our Zoom Tanzania & Rwanda Tour in Real Time 
Do the wide expanses of the Serengeti call to the
adventurer in you? Have you always dreamed of
observing the rare mountain gorilla in its natural
habitat? Of visiting an authentic Massai village and
experiencing an ancient way of life? 

This is just a small sampling of the amazing sights
and experiences our Zoom travelers will be treated to
while on our upcoming tour of Rwanda and Tanzania.
However, even if you aren't taking part of the trip, you
can still be a part of the Zoom experience!

From October 10-20, Zoom Vacations and Bryan
Herb, co-owner and Zoom Tour Leader, will be
updating their social media platforms in realtime to
share the Rwanda and Tanzania experience with
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A mother gorilla cradles her baby during our
research trip on Zoom Rwanda

Blaize has already been a hero, helping us
prepare for five big tours.

everyone; all of the special moments from the trip will
be captured and shared for their followers to review at
their leisure. 

Bryan Herb on Instagram, Facebook
Zoom Vacations on Instagram, Facebook

 Welcome Blaize Stewart to Team Zoom!
Like all of us at Zoom Vacations, Blaize is doing a little
bit of everything, to help the Zoom Vacations
"machine" run smoothly, and to ensure that the utmost
care and attention is given to our travelers. That being
said, his main responsibilities will revolve around
marketing, and social media.  

Born and raised in Jacksonville, IL, Blaize moved to
Chicago in the Fall of 2016 after graduating from the
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign with a
bachelors degree in broadcast journalism and a
masters degree in journalism. He has an extensive
background in communications and social media
strategy, which have been utilized in a variety of
positions. 

Previously, Blaize has worked as a corporate
communications specialist, writing content for
domestic and international audiences, developing
marketing materials, and managing daily internal and
external communications for the executive team, and as a social media strategist, planning
and managing mutually beneficial relationships between businesses and social media
influencers, providing creative, strategic, and administrative support to everyone involved. As a
passionate LGBTQ advocate, Blaize writes for several LGBTQ-friendly publications and has
spoken at events on behalf of the community. In his spare time, he enjoys exploring new bars
and restaurants in Chicago, playing in the Stonewall sports league, and enjoying the fast pace
of city life! 

Join us in welcoming Blaize to Team Zoom!

 Featured Traveler: Michael, from Chicago
We have just returned from an incredible trip to India
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Zoom Vacations buddies, Bryan and Michael

The fabulous Four Seasons First Residence hotel
gym in Cairo, our home aw ay from home in Egypt.

with a truly wonderful group.  While we had many
repeat guests on the trip, the two newbies were
absolutely fantastic travelers.  One of them, Michael,
took a break from unpacking to talk to us about his first
Zoom Vacations experience.  We can't wait to have
him join us again.  There is rumor that Zoom Egypt
2018 is in the cards for him.

Zoom: What made you want to go to India

Michael: I've always been intrigued by India. Indian
food is also a favorite of mine

Zoom: What made you decide to come to India with Zoom?

Michael: In wanting to visit India, its one of the few places that I personally would have no idea
where to even start with a trip planned by myself due to the vast size of the country.
In addition, friends had spoken so highly of Zoom, that it seemed like an obvious choice for this
trip.

Read the entire interview

  Designing a Hotel Gym
By Bryan Herb

Most hotels understand the importance of a
comfortable bed; after all, a good night's rest is
essential.  They also invest in their food and beverage,
seeing it as not only an important part of the
experience but also a potential money maker. Five star
hotels will also invest heavily in their spa and in their
common spaces and curb appeal. 

The area where so many hotels miss the mark is in
their gym.  For most (but certainly not all) the gym is
an afterthought.  Not only that, but most seem to be planned and designed by people who have
possibly never set foot in a gym. The result is an uninspiring place with lots of missed
potential, and sometimes not even practical.  As the demand for top-of-the-line gyms grows
among international travelers, hotels have to make sure to provide facilities that meet their
expectations. Below are a ten things that hoteliers should keep in mind to ensure their guests
are able to stay fit and healthy while visiting their properties.

1.  Hire a fitness and gym expert to work side-by-side with your interior design team to create
the right space that will truly cater to the fitness needs of your travelers.  All gym equipment is
not created equal, and an expert can help you determine the biggest bang for your buck.

2.  Include plans for the hotel gym in the layout of the hotel, and don't leave it for last. Make it
easily accessible to your guests, as well as enticing.  Working out creates endorphins.
Endorphins make people happy.  Happy people don't complain about things.   They just don't.

3. Think about who your travelers are who will be using the facility.  The younger your
demographic, the more they will appreciate a gym, especially one with a good selection of
weights. Also, consider the countries  from where your target demographic is coming, and
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Joel embraces the local life in Egypt

CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO CHINA 

determine if those countries have a large gym culture.

Read on

 Zooming with Joel
Experiential Travel

Today's modern traveler is looking for more than just a
trip; they are looking for an experience. One in which
they can totally immerse themselves into the culture,
history, and people of the place they are visiting. They
want the opportunity to truly connect and experience a
totally new and exciting way of life, the effects of which
will last long after they return home. 

In a nutshell, they are looking for experiential travel, a
growing movement in the travel industry in which the
focus is placed on experiencing the true way of life in the locations that are being visited. 

This means travelers must seek out a travel service that does more than simply find a hotel
and book a dinner; they need a service that has operators who have been to the location
several times to provide the most authentic experience possible for their travelers. 

At Zoom Vacations we know that our guests want to get the most of authentic experience
possible. Every Zoom Vacations has a level of authenticity not found anywhere else. For
instance, why travel the Nile on a commercial motorized floating hotel when you can sail on an
authentic dehabiya - a luxurious Nile river yacht for a maximum of 12 Zoom guests fit for a
pharoah with every comfort imaginable, and a staff of 22 (including an award winning chef who
cooks up the most authentic home made Egyptian gourmet specialties you could only get at
home, paired with fine Egyptian wines and juices).

Along the way, temples are visited by local horse-drawn carriages, and when it comes to
history during the course of our trip, a highly regarded and knowledgeable Egyptologist
accompanies our guests 24/7 to deliver highly customized discussions on 12,000 years of
Egyptian history. But I would say the occasion we get closest to the local culture is the evening
when our guests don local galabeya attire and enjoy dancing to the rhythms and eurythmic
sounds performed by the onboard crew. This is a night when the crew dances with us, not for
us and creates a special bond. Thoughtfully curated experiences like these leave you with a
taste for the local culture that you will always remember.

Follow Joel's adventures with our groups in Egypt on Facebook!

Read about next year's trip

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: China
The Forbidden City, a palace complex in Beijing, contains
about 9,000 rooms!
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 A small section of the Forbidden City

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666
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