
The magnificent Taj Mahal

Zoom Vacations Peru trip featured in the
Standard Magazine

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Vacations India Tour Photos
A lot of people use the expression "treated like a king
(or queen)" but on Zoom Vacations' tour of India, it is
really the truth.

Our travelers stayed in the best hotels in the country,
many of them former palaces.  We said "in the
country" but we should probably say "in the WORLD"
since our hotel in Jodhpur was rated the #1 Hotel in the
World by TripAdvisor, and our hotel in Udaipur has
often won the award for Best Hotel in the World by
Conde Nast and Travel and Leisure.  

In addition to our amazing accommodations, our
travelers also enjoyed lavish meals, incredible
entertainment, fascinating tours, visits to unique
cultural and historical sites, plus the best tour guides available.

To top it all off, we had a really fun group of travelers!  Hopefully these photos will give you a
little glimpse into the experience.

View the photos

 Zoom Peru Featured in California's Standard Magazine 
If you're looking for an exciting, once-in-a-lifetime trip
for the upcoming holiday season, then look no further
than Zoom Vacations' upcoming Peru adventure! 

In a recent interview with The Standard Magazine,
Chief Marketing Officer Bryan Herb provides all of the
details for the incredible trip to South America and
explains what makes the services provided by our
Tour Leaders so amazing.  

See the article

 Bryan Herb on Chicago's WCIU, The JAM
Check out Bryan's recent appearance on WCIU's The
JAM for a special holiday travel segment! He shared
exciting information about upcoming Zoom Vacations
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Zooms Bryan Herb featured on the JAM

Brian in Jodhpur

adventures, including details on budget-friendly
Guatemala and Mexico and the incredible perks
awaiting those who join the Vietnam & Cambodia and
Morroco trips! 

Bryan also shared what is one of his favorite trips!

Those who tuned in the day of the broadcast were
given 5% off any Zoom Vacations tour booked that day.

Check out the segment!

 Featured Traveler: Brian, from Palm Springs
Brian has been on a number of Zoom Vacations tours. 
In fact, there is a good chance that some of the photos
you've seen on Zoom Vacations' site and print
materials came from Brian's wonderful collection of
photos taken on our tours!  In addition to being a
talented photographer, he is a really fun guy who is
always ready for a great time and a new adventure!

Zoom: What attracted you to the India trip?  
Brian: The rich culture, history and variety of
experiences to be enjoyed made this a very appealing
trip - and it excelled on each measure.  In addition, the
people of India were so wonderful.  Their beautiful
smiles and gracious hospitality made the trip so
enjoyable and memorable. Then there was the
authentic Indian food to be had - so different and so
much better than the Indian restaurants in the US or
the UK.

Zoom: What keeps you coming back on Zoom trips?  
Brian: Two things.  First, the quality of every aspect of the trips. The guides, the hotels, the
restaurants, the itineraries, and the wonderful signature events (and surprises) are always the
best available. And everything runs like a well-oiled machine, smoothly and without any
hitches. Plus Zoom really cares about its guests - I was nicely surprised when Zoom
attentively swapped out an undesired cucumber soup for a great tomato one automatically.
 Second, the people I've met on Zoom trips. So many wonderful, kind, funny and caring people.
I've formed lasting friendships with people on every Zoom trip I've taken. Traveling with such
people adds so much enjoyment to the trips!

Read the entire interview

  A Year of Contemplation
By Bryan Herb

I recently traveled for six weeks to India, Egypt, Kenya,
Rwanda, and Tanzania on Three Zoom
Vacations tours. While I have always known that travel
encourages thought, insight, and awareness, I was
really amazed at how much my mind was engaged
during this trip, making connections, finding strange
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Safari animals at their favorite watering hole

Puerto Rico from Above

similarities, noticing things for the first time, etc.  

On my flight home after six weeks away, I compiled
my thoughts and realized that I had 12 specific ideas
which I plan to share for 12 months. I am hoping that
they will provoke further respectful thought and
discussion both on my blog and elsewhere.

Day 1: The first revolves around WATER. On safari,
you see instantly the relevance and importance of
water on all life, such as the crowded water hole right
in front of our lodge in Tanzania, where the animals daily jockey for space.

Read on

 Zooming with Joel
My Personal Hurricane Maria Relief Journey to
Puerto Rico.  Day 1:

I was born in Puerto Rico and have a story to tell.

In 1974 my parents, siblings and I moved to
Chicago.  My mom had accepted a job with the
Chicago Board of Education and my dad would soon
be working for the State of Illinois.  It was August, and I
remember taking off on a Pan Am 747, looking out the
window on a perfectly sunny day and watching the
island disappear into the horizon; and then seeing
nothing but blue ocean and fluffy cotton ball-like
clouds.  

I was befuddled.  I knew then, as I know now, that
Puerto Rico is an island surrounded by "water, big
water, ocean water" as someone recently said on
national news.  But it was only at that moment, in
1974, when I saw my 90 by 30 miles island disappear from sight that the physical separation
of Puerto Rico from the rest of the world became clear to me.  

This week I flew to Puerto Rico to retrieve my parents from the island so that they could have
a better life.  Almost 6 weeks ago Puerto Rico was hit by a category 5 hurricane, devastating
the island's already fragile infrastructure and causing a humanitarian crisis.  After almost 6
weeks, 70% of the island residents, like my parents, still have no electricity or clean running
water.  For 5 days after the hurricane, my parents, in their 70s and 80s, were shut into their
house by a fallen tree on the driveway that would not let them leave their hill top property.  For
that time they had no access to telephone, internet, water or electricity and with no way out.  

They could have been in serious trouble.  The roof came off their bedroom while they were
sleeping and drenched everything.  My father still gets emotional talking about going through
the worst time of his life wondering what was happening on the rest of the island and to the
rest of his family while they were trapped in their home.  Days must have seemed like months,
marooned on top of a hill, with no outside connection.  At the time I was in Egypt, escorting a
Zoom Vacations group, knowing that we had not heard from our parents, and was hoping for
the best.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/zooming-with-bryan/2017/10/30/a-year-of-contemplation?utm_source=November+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=Nov2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/egypt-2018-highlights?utm_source=November+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=Nov2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email


Tea f ields in Sri Lanka

CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO SRI LANKA 

We eventually did get a hold of our parents through relatives and friends and found out they
were ok.  My parents put a positive spin on the situation, as they always do, but we knew from
the national news that they were not getting all the facts about the brewing humanitarian crisis
and that electricity and water (which relies on electrical pumps to reach many homes) would
not be restored for months.  During a short conversation from a land line of a friend's house in
town that was still working my mother asked me if the rumors were true that our president
was throwing paper towels from a helicopter.  I corrected the version of the story to "no mom,
he flew in on a helicopter to a certain part of the island and at a meeting of people in a building
threw paper towels into the crowd."  Calls were choppy as if we were talking through two
Campbell soup cans connected by a string.  It was then that I knew they needed to get out.
 Everything seemed unpredictable.

Read on

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Sri Lanka
Cinnamon was discovered Sri Lanka by the Egyptians as early
as 2000 BC, and even today, 80-90% of the world's
cinnamon still comes from Sri Lanka!

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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