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Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Sri Lanka Coming Soon!
With a definite add-on to the Maldives
Zoom Vacations' Bryan Herb recently returned from a
research trip to Sri Lanka and the Maldives. Zoom
Vacations conducts extensive research of our tour
offerings, finding the perfect hotels, the best guides,
and the most unique excursions, all aimed at creating
the best experience possible for our travelers.

We also scout the perfect locations for our one-of-a-
kind Zoom Signature Events.  Guests on Zoom
Vacations' tour to Sri Lanka will visit incredible
Buddhist sites and ruins, learn to make the famous
local dish, pol sambol, immerse ourselves in village life, enjoy an elephant safari, and more,
while enjoying a unique variety of 5 star and special boutique accommodations. Stay tuned for
more details about this tour for 2018!
  
See the photos

 In Memory of Marie-Noelle
It is with very sad hearts that we must inform our
Zoom family of the passing of our beloved Marie-Noelle
Marechal.  Some of you may know her as the
charming French woman on the other end of the
phone at Zoom Vacations.  Others may know her from
Zoom Rio New Years a few years back, or from
visiting our offices.

We knew her as an incredibly organized, dedicated
and efficient coworker.
We knew her as a compassionate person who could
make anyone feel comfortable.
We knew her as someone with whom you could trust
your life.
We knew her as friend.
And truly, we knew her as family.

A little over a year ago, Marie-Noelle was diagnosed
with stage 4 breast cancer.  The cancer moved
quickly, and soon she wasn't able to come into the
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Zoom Rio New  Years, pictured here w ith Zoom
Vacations traveler, Cesar.

At the top is Machu Picchu and Sigiriya in Sri Lanca
is below

office.  She loved her job, talking with Zoom Vacations
travelers, and being active, so this was especially hard

for her.  Likewise, we love Marie-Noelle, and seeing this gracious person go through this
struck a chord of unfairness that is still hard to shake.  We miss her deeply.  Those of you
who have lost a loved-one to cancer know what we are talking about.

She fought very hard and inspired all of us with her strength, determination, and never-ending
positivity. Marie-Noelle continued to be a light for all of us, until the moment she died, and even
now, her memory continues to challenge us to be the best version of ourselves.

Thank you to so many of you for your love and support since Marie-Noelle was first diagnosed.
 And thank you to those of you who established a connection with this special woman, as she
truly cared deeply for all of you.

If you would like to help Marie-Noelle's family during this time of transition, you may do so by
following this link:  https://www.youcaring.com/marienoellemarechal-742584

You can shed tears that she is gone, Or you can smile because she has lived
You can close your eyes and pray that she will come back, Or you can open your eyes and
see all that she has left
Your heart can be empty because you can't see her, Or you can be full of the love that you
shared
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday, Or you can be happy for tomorrow
because of yesterday
You can remember her and only that she is gone, Or you can cherish her memory and let it
live on
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back, Or you can do what she
would want:
smile, open your eyes, love and go on.
[David Harkins]

 Two Ancient Cities with Common Themes
By Bryan Herb

One of joys of traveling is finding parallels of sites,
culture, history, and cuisine, and more in various
countries throughout the world.  For instance, dozens
of countries have dragon myths, including
China, Vietnam, Spain, France, Romania, Mexico, and
others. I always get excited when I discover one, and it
often gets me thinking.  When I first visited Egypt, my
mind was spinning as I saw similarities
between Egyptian and ancient South and Central
America pyramids.

I discovered my latest travel parallel during a recent
research trip to Sri Lanka.  Arguably the biggest
attraction in this beautiful country is the ancient rock
fortress of Sigiriya.  Even without knowing any of its
history, anyone who is a fan of Machu Picchu is going
to see instant similarities.  Here are my top ten...

1. The biggest is that both are ancient cities perched at the top of a mountain or rock
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Some of the sites from our 
Danube River Cruise in June

Stunning architecture in Morocco.

1. The biggest is that both are ancient cities perched at the top of a mountain or rock
formation, high above their surroundings.  Sigiriya, however, is about 1,000 years older,
and yet more is known about it than Machu Picchu.

 Read on

 The Big Story About Visas in Europe. What Does it Mean?
Feeling concerned by the new travel regulations in
Europe? Don't worry - here's the skinny. 

What were the rules before?
Americans have enjoyed visa-free travel to what is
called the "Schengen Area" since 2001.   The policy
has allowed entry into any of the 22 European Union
members states (plus 4 non-members: Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland) for up to 90
days with no visa requirements. 

What are the rules now?
They are exactly the same (for now). Parliament has
signaled visa requirements may be imposed on

American travelers in a non-binding, largely symbolic vote recently.

How do I plan upcoming trips?
Stay informed and don't let anything deter your travels.  The vote is not an effort to keep
Americans out, but a tool to negotiate a policy change. A visa requirement may not actually
need to be imposed should negotiations go smoothly between the EU and Washington. If a
visa requirement is in fact introduced, it will likely be an inexpensive low-hassle process, much
like Australia's.  American tourism is a huge asset to the EU economy, and European policy-
makers are aware of backlash they would face should the tourism volume decline.

 Zooming with Joel
Why Morocco is a mecca of style, design and
entertainment

Morocco is a feast for the eyes and senses that,
whether you know it or not, has shaped our sense of
style and contributed to our entertainment.  In
Marrakech, Yves Saint Laurent's legacy is in bloom
with a new museum at Jardin Majorelle.  It's no secret
Yves Saint Laurent was fascinated with Morocco and
his inspiring designs are an homage to his love of the
culture.  

Essaouira, where the movie Otherllo was filmed, is
and was a strategic port used by the Phoenicians,
Portuguese, and Arabs and famous for its purple dye
and Gnawa music (among other things). Essaouira is a delightful and picturesque world of
stone mazes and salty sea breezes.  

Fez has the world's largest surviving medieval city, home to the world's oldest university, the
University of Al-Karaouine.  Near Fez, in the 11th century outdoor tanneries of Chouara, animal
hides are prepared the old fashioned way: soaked in limestone vats of pigeon poop and
donkey urine, hand/foot-beaten to a pulp and colored with all-natural dyes.  The yellow leather

http://www.zoomvacations.com/zooming-with-bryan/2017/3/6/grdpekzh4n5mk53bfoh9fspfy9shtw?utm_source=March+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=March2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
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 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO 
SOUTH AFRICA IN SEPTEMBER

dyed with saffron is considered the most valued and is traditionally used to make pointy-toed
slippers called babouche.  It should be noted that smell is not for the weak of stomach, so it's
best to accept the sprigs of mint offered at the door before taking in the sights.  

Ouarzazate is Morocco's Hollywood.  Over the years, Ouarzazate has served as a shooting
location for Alexander the Great, Black Hawk Down,Kingdom of Heaven, Babel, The Mummy
(1999), Star Wars (1977), The Living Daylights (1987), Martin Scorsese's Kundun (1997), and
many others, including Ridley Scott's epic Gladiator (2000), starring Russell Crowe, and Body
of Lies (2008) also starring Russell Crowe along with Leonardo DiCaprio.  Near Marrakech is
the Atlas film studio.  Named for its proximity to the Atlas Mountains, a range that stretches
across northern Africa, Atlas Film Studios is the largest film studio in the world. Covering more
than 322,000 square feet of desert, Atlas Film is located just five miles outside of Ouarzazate
on the road to Marrakech and is a popular tourist destination, in part because the grounds are
littered with old movie sets that are decaying in the harsh environment.

Atlas Film Studios wasn't built until 1983 when Moroccan entrepreneur Mohamed Belghmi
recognized the need for a permanent studio in the area. But Ouarzazate was first used as a
movie location by acclaimed British director David Lean for his 1962 epic Lawrence of Arabia.
Familiar with the area, Lean knew that the site could provide an authentic setting for any
ancient, desert-based story.The first thing visitors to Atlas encounter is a massive prop jet
plane that was used in 1985's Jewel of the Nile. Out in the desert, one of the most popular
attractions is the Colosseum where Crowe fought in Gladiator. Inside one of the first buildings,
there is a replica "kasbah" with winding passageways and alleys.

Read about our tour to Morocco in May

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: South Africa

Cape Town's Table Mountain is noted to have over 1500
different species of plant life which is more than England,
Wales, Ireland and Scotland combined.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 
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