
Zoom Vacations Danube River Cruise
Itinerary

A Zoom Vacations traveler enjoys an
expansive view of the Sahara Desert

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Happening Now in Real Time: Zoom Danube River Cruise
Zoom Vacations' Danube River cruise is taking place
right now, through June 9. If you would like to see
photos of these beautiful Eastern European spots
such as Budapest, Bucharest, and more, please
follow Bryan Herb or Zoom Vacations on Facebook.

Since the tour is happening right now, if there is a
photo you are dying to see, or have any questions

about the experience, email Bryan and he will do his best to accommodate your request!

See Bryan's photos on Facebook

See Zoom Vacations' photos on Facebook

 Trip Review and Photos: Zoom Morocco
We just returned from a wonderful inaugural tour to
Zoom Morocco with a fantastic group of Zoom
travelers who truly sank their teeth into the
deliciousness that is Morocco.  Our tour took us to
Casablanca, Fes, the Sahara Desert, Ouarzazate,
Marrakech, and sites in between, where we witnessed
constant beauty and the juxtaposition of old and new.
One minute, you're walking through a centuries-old
market, and past wooden doors that have opened for
thousands before you, and then you pass inside one of
these doorways to find a modern restaurant or home
design store, with air conditioning, chic ambience, and
the latest amenities.  

Our hotels were each unique and special, with a definite luxury, and we dined at some of the
best restaurants throughout the country.

While it is tough to find a highlight from the trip, there was something about the Sahara Desert
that captivated all of us. In the same way that oceans inspire our spiritual side, and the feelings
of one-ness and as being part of something bigger, sitting atop a mighty sand dune in the
Sahara Desert has that same almost magical quality.  The waves of the ocean and the sands
of time have a strange connection.
  
See the photos
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Michael strikes a f itting pose in the Roman ruin of
Volubilis

Island hopping in Brazil_ listening to great music

 Featured Traveler: Michael from Los Angeles
With his rugged good looks, Michael is definitely one of
those people who is as beautiful inside as he is
outside.  His sweet demeanor and sense of humor
made him so much fun to travel with.  Fortunately for
us, he took a break from the gym to talk with Zoom
about his experience on Zoom Vacations' recent tour
of Morocco.

Zoom: What was your highlight from the trip?

Michael: Definitely the trek to the Sahara desert.
Everything about this experience was amazing: riding
a camel, drinking champagne on a pristine sand dune
while watching the sun set, and seeing the stars
undisturbed by civilization was something that will
always stick with me. I feel so lucky to have been able
to experience something so amazing. 

Zoom: How were the hotels?

Michael: The hotels were as much a part of the experience as the tours and the treks. Each
hotel reflected the local culture while still offering every modern and luxurious amenity you
could want. I loved every single hotel, however the very last hotel in Marrakech was by far my
favorite. Every room was so unique and the architecture and location of the hotel made me
feel like I was in the middle of an oasis. 

Zoom: Did you feel comfortable to be traveling as part of a gay group through Morocco?

Michael: I felt 100% comfortable. There wasn't a single moment where I felt out of place or
fearful. All of our excursions, tours, and restaurants were perfectly picked and every person
we met along the way welcomed us with open arms. 

Read the entire interview 

  The Perfect Playlists for Home and Your Travels
By Bryan Herb

There is a lot that goes into creating experiential travel.
 At its core, it should appeal to (as well as dazzle) the
senses, and it should be as richly multi-sensory as
possible.   One aspect where many tour companies,
cruise lines, restaurants, etc. miss the mark is when it
comes to music.  

I remember being on a cruise on a yacht in the French
Riviera, and the top deck bar was playing
"Margaritaville", reggae, and some US country.  It did
not fit in to the environment, the energy was off, and
almost no one was at the bar. I finally asked if we
could play some of the music I brought, and they
agreed.  Within a half an hour, the bar was packed, and the bartenders asked to borrow more
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Joel receiving a royal w elcome at our hotel in
Jodhpur

CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO SOUTHERN AFRICA 

music to play throughout the cruise.
 

 Read on and discover Bryan's 4 recommended stations!

 Zooming with Joel
Reflections on India's Holi Festival

I recently returned from India, where I celebrated Holi
festivities as the specially invited guest of the royal
family of Jodhpur.  I posted my journey on social media
and the two comments that I received most often were
"wow, amazing pictures!" and "what is Holi?".  

Well, while the beauty of pictures can speak for
themselves, to understand Holi one needs to
experience it personally.  Technically it's a celebration
of friendship, the arrival of spring, and the New Year.
 But in practice is it a time when, even in the hierarchical Indian society, everyone is equal.  

The morning of Holi I dressed in white, feeling like a pure vestal virgin.  By days end, I was
painted in the most wonderfully vivid colors (magenta, cyan, pantone, vermillion) looking like an
Alexander McQueen rainbow creation.  The Holi celebration makes for great pictures, no
doubt. And dousing your friends, or a total stranger for that matter, in colored powder or water,
is great fun.  But the true majesty of Holi is the way in which it brings people together from all
walks of life in one space, where for that moment everyone is equal.  

My experience was very specific. It was the private party of His Highness, the Maharajah of
Jodhpur and his lovely family including the queen, the princess, the prince and his wife, and
grandchildren. Although this was technically a royal event, it really had more an air of a Mardi
Gras celebration. There was an entourage of household assistants following the royal family
with platters of painted flour, nannies watching over the few royal children attending, chefs
wearing toques preparing Indian delicacies, local village entertainers drumming, singing and
dancing, bartenders serving champagne and a local drink made of hemp - which livened
things up, all under a big light magenta tent that filtered the sunlight in a pink glow, in the
shadows of the massive Umaid Bhawan Palace, part royal residence and part our luxury hotel
(in fact, it was rated the number one hotel in the world by TripAdvisor).  

I know this may sound like quite the royal affair but by maharajah standards this was pretty
casual and familial.  The maharajah and his family were not donning formal gowns or head-to-
toe jewels as would be the case for other royal events.   On the contrary, everyone was
dressed in white, tossing colors at each other.  It was as it should be, a celebration of life and
friendship for all to enjoy.

Read about our tour to India for the Holi festival

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: South Africa
Table Mountain in Cape Town is believed to be one of the
oldest mountains in the world and one of the planet's 12 main
energy centers, radiating magnetic, electric or spiritual energy.
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Zoom Vacations travelers photograph
Table Mountain on Zoom Southern Africa

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
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