
Zoom Vacations Danube River Cruise
Travelers

Zoom Vacations travelers enjoy a helicopter
tour of Victoria Falls. Fortunately heli tours of

the Falls are not affected by these
heightened measures ;). 

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Danube River Cruise Photos
Zoom Vacations' first European river cruise took us
t o beautiful Eastern European spots such as
Budapest, Bucharest, and more along the Danube
River.

Our beautifully appointed river boat offered a 24 hour
open bar and delicious food, especially at dinner,
where we often dined on local specialties.  

Some of our group's favorite moments were
undoubtedly our private sunset cocktail parties, on the
roof of the boat, watching beautiful scenery.

See the photos

 New Electronics and Security Measures on Flights
The United States Department of Homeland Security
has announced that they'll implement heightened
security measures for the approximately 2,100 daily
international flights to the US from 105 countries
around the world, which are the last point of departure
prior to nonstop flights to the US.

The new measures may include the following:

* Enhancing overall passenger screening;
* Conducting heightened screening of personal
electronic devices;
* Increasing security protocols around aircraft and in passenger areas; and
* Deploying advanced technology, expanding canine screening, and establishing additional
pre-clearance locations.

These changes will be implemented in phases over the next several weeks and months, and
passengers flying to the United States may experience additional screening of their person
and property. There are no changes to items allowed in carry-on and checked bags as of now.

However, the current electronics ban in place for flights from 10 airports in the Middle East will
be ended if the airports comply with the new security measures. Once such procedures are
verified by the TSA, travelers may be able to take electronics on flights from these regions
again.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
https://flic.kr/s/aHskYiJpWa?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
https://flic.kr/s/aHskYiJpWa?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafrica?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/traveler-interviews/2017/7/3/featured-traveler-alex-from-las-vegas?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/zooming-with-bryan/2017/6/28/q1u7lu35fovcm14qg35cpje87j41br?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/peru?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://www.zoomvacations.com/colombia-highlights?utm_source=July+2017+Newsletter&utm_campaign=July2017Newsletter+&utm_medium=email
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1011153904571&p=oi
http://ui.constantcontact.com/sa/fwtf.jsp?m=1011153904571&ea=&a=1128294066973
https://www.facebook.com/zoomvacations


Alex enjoying his favorite perch on our boat

Shipping large items w ill often cost more than the

Lastly, as of today, Emirates and Turkish Airlines have said the cabin ban on laptops no longer
applies on their flights to the US.

 Featured Traveler: Alex from Las Vegas
Alex heard of Zoom Vacations years ago and had
always wanted to join us on a tour.  Our Danube River
Cruise trip lined up perfectly for him and his travel-
buddy, Steve, and they joined us on this unique Easter
Europe vacation.

Zoom: What made you decide to take this trip with
Zoom Vacations?

Alex: My friend Steve saw the itinerary and suggested
it. When I learned Romania was part of the route it
was an easy choice. Romania  has always been a
curious destination primarily due to stories and
romanticism of Transylvania and of course Dracula.
Ha!

Zoom: On this trip we visited many cities in different
countries. What were your favorites?

Alex: My favorite cities/destinations were Budapest,
Hungary, Belgrade, Serbia, and Bucharest,

Romania. Bucharest being my absolute favorite. 

Zoom: What surprised you about these destinations?

Alex: I was not particularly surprised at any one thing in this trip. However a couple things that
popped and really stuck with me is one: the fact that in Eastern Europe the majority of the
locals in all the cities read, write and speak English very well. Two: the obvious presence of
the former Soviet Communism oppression that is visibly evidenced in building structures
throughout the towns and cities as well as the economic and cultural rebuilding of their once
flourishing societies. It was eye opening. Third: despite the economic struggles of the people,
it was heartwarming and pleasant to experience that the locals are friendly and courteous
people. 

Read the entire interview

  Buying Overseas? Beware of Hidden Fees
By Bryan Herb

Even though I have been both an avid traveler as well
as an avid shopper for decades, the first time I ever
bought something overseas to ship home was this
year.  It ended up being a lot more than I bargained for,
and so I thought I would share my experience, in case
any of you have ever had the inkling to do the same.

Usually, I take things home on the plane, and you'd be
surprised what I have been able to fit, most notably my
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price of the object

Joel visiting local livestock in Peru

huge Carnaval costume from when I marched in Rio's
Sambadromo parade several years ago.  However,
this year, during our Zoom Vacations tour of Cambodia, I became enamored of  two six-foot
tall Cambodian Buddha statues, and I decided to splurge, and to have something that really
makes a statement in my place.

I talked the shop owner down to about $450 per statue, and knew that I would need to have
these shipped to me in a crate.  Since I was paying for a crate anyway, I bought 6 small
statues at $60 a piece to share the crate space, thinking that I could always sell them some
day.  The shipping charge was $500, so for around $1760, I thought I was done.  I was wrong.

Read on

 Zooming with Joel
Peru - Contemplating the past and the future in
Lima: Society - Part 1

When most people think about Peru they think Machu
Picchu;  a majestic Inca citadel high in the cloud forest
of the Peruvian jungle that has been untouched - at
least by the destructive Spanish conquistadores - for
over 500 years.  I have been to Machu Picchu over 20
times.  So, having just returned from Machu Picchu,
that begs the question.  How much is enough?  How
many times can one go back to Peru?  The answer for
me is easy.  I just can't get enough.  Peru is a country
that has deep roots embedded in Inca and Spanish
history (with a touch of Japanese, Chinese, Italian and
Middle Eastern thrown in for good measure) and they
celebrate this with pride.  

Every time I return to Peru I see things in a new light
and I experience something new.  For instance, I have
visited palatial homes in Lima on previous trips but never had I had the pleasure of dining with
one of the descendants of the original conquistador, Jeronimo de Aliaga.  On our recent trip to
celebrate Inti Raymi - the Inca Sun Festival in Cusco - we kicked off the trip in Lima at the
Aliaga Palace hosted by Maria de Aliaga, a 16th generation descendant of Jeronimo de Aliaga,
who some would say was the brutal conquistador Franscisco Pisarro's right hand man.  

This was eye-opening for me.  It was not what some would expect: a rejoicing of Spanish
supremacy over the Incas.  Walking the halls of this palatial home with Maria I learned about
the past, and contemplated the future of Peru.  She is a humble, charming, candid and
intelligent person who spoke to us, unapologetically, about the heavy weight of her inherited
legacy as well as the important work she has been leading in the Peru highlands with
underprivileged communities to help them get ahead.  She is living proof that it is never too late
to do the right thing no matter your position in life.  Do you agree?

Read about our tour to Peru in November

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Colombia
Colombia is the second most biodiverse country in the world,
after only Brazil which is 10 times its size. It is one of only 17
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The coffee triangle in Colombia

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO COLOMBIA

"megadiverse" countries in the world.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 
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