
Old Havana

Frank, Shane, and Bryan about to board our
speedboat for Sandy Island

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Haven't Made it to Cuba Yet? Check out These Photos
Zoom Vacations New Years in Cuba Photos
While nothing can compare to traveling to Cuba and
seeing this incredible country in the midst of change
first-hand, these photos will give you a glimpse into life
in Cuba.

Our Zoom Vacations group celebrated New Years Eve
in Havana, explored the city, dined at the best
restaurants in town, and even visited the countryside.

See the photos

 Featured Traveler: Shane from Chicago
It is hard to pick a favorite quality of Shane's-- his
sharp sense of humor or his sharp sense of style.  Of
course both of these are overshadowed by his
kindness and sweet disposition. Having just come
back from our mega-yacht trip in the Caribbean, he
took some time to tell us about his first Zoom
Vacations experience.

Zoom:  What made you decide to take this Zoom
Vacations mega yacht tour on the Caribbean?

Shane:  My partner Frank, and I have always wanted
to take a Zoom Vacation, but the timing was never
right.  Additionally, I've always wanted to go to the
Caribbean and I've never been on a cruise before.  The

overpopulated commercial cruise lines never interested me because the size of the ships and
the amount of people on board were too overwhelming. So, when this particular opportunity
arose, everything fell into place. 
 

Read the entire interview

 The Straights are Coming
By Bryan Herb

When I was in college, my boyfriend at the time and I
came out on campus in the newspaper. I went to a
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Straight traveler, Kendra feeds alpaca on Zoom
Peru

Experience this desert camel ride on Zoom
Morocco

Enjoying a spin in one of Havana's beautiful old
cars

private conservative Christian university, and so this
wasn't well-received by a lot of people.  However, it
brought so many fellow progressive campus members
out into the open. I was suddenly flooded with
congratulations and outpourings of love and support
from peers I hadn't expected to become allies.  My
boyfriend and I kind of became a beacon for people
who were liberal and inclusive.  If you were cool and
accepting and didn't like the judgmental, hypocritical,
bigoted message of the radical right evangelicals on
campus, you knew that if you hung out with us, you
would meet other people who were like you. I don't
mean people who were gay, just those who have the same sensibilities, the same notions of
right and wrong, and the same internal feelings of love and acceptance, not judgment and
bigotry.  Essentially, what I am saying is that if you hung out with us, you would meet other
people who weren't assholes.

So what the Hell does the story above have to do with gay travel?  The answer is, "everything"
In today's changing world of gay travel.

Click here to read on about straight people are affecting the world of gay travel

 Morocco: Better than Ever!
Zoom's monthly "Featured Traveler" segment is one
way we try and answer any lingering questions you
may have about Zoom trips from people who have
already experienced it and can share their thoughts. Zoom Morocco is a brand new trip that we
are incredibly excited to debut this year. Though we don't have any Zoom alumni to answer
your questions, our team is in Morocco right now, prepared to field your questions. With
Morocco being an especially mysterious and exotic location, we know you may have questions
to be answered, reservations to be addressed, and rumors to squash. Contact us today with
your question and we'll publish responses in next month's newsletter!   

 Read about our tour to Morocco in May 

 Zooming with Joel
Cuba in the Midst of Change

I just returned from Zoom Vacations tour to Cuba over
New Years and here are my latest take-aways:  
1.    It is always a special place to ring in the New Year
because it reminds me of the many things that I am
grateful for, such as: things that work, transparency,
access to whatever I want whenever I want it, high
speed internet, the list goes on.    Now, just so I am
clear, on Zoom Cuba the experience is as seamless
as it gets in Cuba.  So much so that sometimes I
forget that my experience is not the same in terms of
comfort, as what the average Cuban is used to.   Having unlimited cold bottled water on our
tour bus is a little miracle.   
2.    All details have to be planned far in advance to prevent having to go "a lo Cubano" or the
Cuban way.  Still, for any world traveler, last minute changes - like an artist forgetting to show
up at his scheduled appointment, or a restaurant menu change - are nothing new and you go
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READ ABOUT OUR TOUR TO MOROCCO IN MAY

with the flow and on to plan B.  

 Read on

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month

MOROCCO
The English word "genie" comes directly from the Arabic word
djinn, denoting a spiritual being that may play some part in
human affairs if called upon. In Morocco, djinns are believed to
frequent places associated with water: public baths, drains,
sinks, and even pots and pans

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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