
Taking over the Islas Del Rosario

Jim in the stunning Coffee Triangle

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 A Story of Pioneers: The Zoom Colombia Debut
Zoom Vacations Colombia
In January we rejoiced in the realization of Zoom
Colombia, where a group of bold men embarked on an
eight day expedition into the unknown.  This brand new
itinerary included stops in Cartagena, Bogota, and the
Coffee Triangle.

With nothing but the shoes on their feet and the
clothes on their backs (and a Zoom guide and a local
guide and five-star hotels and a detailed itinerary and a
shocking amount of luggage) these brave souls set out
in search of rich culture, strong coffee, and even
stronger cocktails.  It was a tough job, but somebody
had to do it.

This is their story.
See the photos

 Featured Traveler: 
Jim is always so much fun to have on our tours, and
those who meet him, instantly love him. Having joined
us in India, Bhutan, Nepal, the Caribbean, the
Mediterranean, and more, it was time to Zoom to
Colombia.

Zoom: What made you want to visit Colombia?

Jim: I love the Latin culture and spirit! Additionally,
Colombia is still relatively untraveled and exotic and it
has amazing coffee.. what more could you ask?

Zoom: What surprised your about the country?

Jim: It is safe!!! The hype about danger is really untrue anymore from my experience. Also the
beauty of the landscape was unexpected. There are mountains and Caribbean-like islands.

 Read the entire interview

 Your Go-To Gadget for Stress-Free Travel
By Bryan Herb
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Zoom travelers enjoying our journey through India

The Stunning Coffee Triangle in Colombia

Arriving at one of our palaces in style

Over the years, I have written a lot about various travel
tips, such as how to get along with friends while
traveling, common travel mistakes, how to avoid the
travel bug, how to swiftly get over jet-lag, and more.  I
have realized that there is one thing that has
revolutionized how I travel, and that is occupying my
downtime with my Ipad.

A few Years ago, I received a hand-me-down Ipad
from my friend.  Honestly, I didn't use it much for the
first year, but then came our tour of India. On most tours of India, there is going to be a bit of
driving, because it is a big country and the best sites may be a few hours from each other. I
have been to India several times and am familiar with the scenery, so I was thinking about
what I would do to pass the time on some of our drives especially since it wasn't all new to
me.  Then I remembered my Ipad.

Once I uncovered it from its hiding place, I began downloading a whole season of Project
Runway. If you are not familiar with Project Runway, it is the best thing on TV, and that is even
including House of Cards.  I could listen to Heidi Klum say, "you are either in, or out" for days.
 Anyway, armed with my fashionista programming, I boarded my flight for one of my favorite
countries in the world.

 Read on

 Zoom Colombia: a Movie
Zoom Vacations is excited to share with you the latest
addition to our video collection. In it you get a taste of
the Zoom Colombia experience, one full of decadent
dishes, rich culture, and, as usual, a lot of laughs.
Colombia has all the makings for a perfectly balanced
itinerary: boundless cultural and learning opportunities,
breath-taking views in the coffee triangle, a vibrant gay
scene, and luxurious hotels and restaurants to be
pampered in.  We recommend putting this up-and-
coming travel hotspot at the top of your to-do list.

Watch the video

 Zooming with Joel
In Search of Something New

I'm often asked about the Zoom process of picking a
destination for a future Zoom trip.  Well, as a whole the
process is constant and involves a lot of planning,
thought and effort.  Destinations are not picked at
random but rather chosen because Zoom guests are
asking about them, or because while attending the
various "by invitation only" luxury travel shows Zoom is
invited to, it becomes evident the destination is
emerging.  

As Zoom gay group tour and private trip designers it is our job to separate fact from fiction and
reality from perception; to make sure the destination is gay-friendly, safe,
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These furry friends have gotten by
w ithout the use of plastics for years

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO RWANDA AND TANZANIA IN OCTOBER

enchanting, comfortable, a good value and aspirational for our guests.  With that in mind
Zoom embarks on research trips around the world at various times throughout the year to find
the next "it" destination, and even discover a new way of seeing a classic destination.  Such is
my upcoming journey to India for the Holi (pronounced "Ha-lee") Festival.  

 Read on

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Rwanda

Rwanda says no to the plastics (and we're
not talking "Mean Girls")
In 2007, Rwanda became the first country in the world to
legislate an outright ban on plastic bags.  On the last Saturday
of every month, every Rwandan, starting with the President,
participates in Umuganda, a day of national community
service. 

Through Umuganda, Rwandans have built schools, medical
centers, hydroelectric plants, and rehabilitated wetlands to
create highly productive agricultural plots, and cleaned their
cities, towns and villages - making Kigali one of the cleanest
cities in Africa.

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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