
Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Vacations Egypt Tour Photos
Zoom Vacations created a unique gay group tour of
Egypt, with our own luxury boat on the River Nile, just
for our group of 12, with a staff of 21!  Plus, we
reserved the best hotels in Cairo and Giza, with unique
events and tours of the best sites and sights in Egypt.

Quite quickly, the trip sold out.
So, we added another trip to Egypt, back-to-back with
that one...
and it also sold out.

So, we added yet another trip to Egypt, and that sold
out as well!

This selection of less than 40 photos is from our 3rd
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The sun sets at the Great Pyramid of Giza

On set at the JAM

tour to Egypt, last October.  Enjoy!

View the photos

 Zoom Vacations Featured in Passport Magazine 
Zoom Vacations will be featured in Passport
Magazine's upcoming story on off the beaten path gay
travel destinations to ring in the new year and visit in
2018.

Stay on the lookout for this informative article!

 Bryan Herb on Chicago's WCIU, The JAM
Last month, Bryan Herb appeared on WCIU's The JAM
for a special holiday travel segment, and shared
information about travel to several great destinations.

Last week, he returned to The Jam to give viewers
some packing suggestions for those gearing up for
holiday travel.  Check out this clip of the show!

Check out the segment!

 Featured Traveler: Brian, from Austin, Texas
The first thing one notices about Brian is that he is tall,
but what sticks in your mind after meeting him is his
kindness, quick wit, and constant pleasant demeanor. 
He is one of those people you just want to be around. 
Brian took some time to speak with us about his
recent trip to Egypt with Zoom Vacations.

Zoom:  What made you decide to take this particular
trip with Zoom Vacations?
Brian:  My travel buddy and I receive the Zoom emails
and have long thought about taking one of the trips.
 We decided to do this trip as our first (but not last)
Zoom trip because it was the top of his priority list,
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Brian getting into the local fashion in Cairo

Two Impala with locked antlers right before a
shake-off

close to the top of mine, and we'd both been long
fascinated with Egypt and its history.  When we
decided to book, the tours were sold out so we went
on a waiting list.  Patience paid off when another tour
was added, so we knew it was meant to be.

Zoom:  The Great Pyramid at Giza is one of the 7
Wonders of the World. After being there, do you feel it
deserves this distinction?
Brian:  Yes times 10, especially since it's the last one
that is still standing and in good shape.  The size is
impressive enough but when you hear what it took to
get those stones there from Aswan, it's incredible.
 Definitely one of the most impressive things I've seen.

Zoom:   What was your favorite moment from the trip?
Brian:  There are two that are tied for first place.  First,
the afternoon on the boat when there was a long talk
about the history and development of the main

monotheistic religions (Judaism, Christianity, Islam).  I didn't add much to the discussion but it
was fascinating to hear people more informed than I am talk about this.  Second, the first view
of Abu Simbel. It's astonishing and made me want to weep.

 Read the entire interview

  A Year of Contemplation
By Bryan Herb

This month's contemplation from a year of monthly thoughts
originating from a six week trip to India, Egypt, Kenya, Rwanda,
and Tanzania on three Zoom Vacations tours. 

Month Two: Shake it Off

On safari, animals get into small "fights" and shake it
off like nothing. They literally shake it off, as if getting
rid of the energy. We've all seen our pets do this...

Safari animals don't get their feelings hurt, and they
don't seek revenge.

Why can't humans master this? In a general sense, is our insistence on holding grudges what
is dividing our country and world?

BTW: the next time someone makes you upset, physically shake it off, and see how you feel.

Read last month's blog

 Zooming with Joel
My Personal Hurricane Maria Relief Journey to
Puerto Rico.  Part 2:

I was born in Puerto Rico and have a story to tell.
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Bringing supplies to the residents of Puerto Rico

Kuang Si Falls on Zoom Laos

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO LAOS

As Zoom Vacations co-founder and Chief Travel
Officer I travel the world in search of the next "it"
destination and to create memorable experiences for
our guests. But sometimes, my travels take me to a
place like Puerto Rico for a not so fun, but necessary
reason; to take care of family in need.
Immediately following landfall by Hurricane Maria on
Puerto Rico on September 20 I was contacted by lots
of Zoom alums, family and friends genuinely
concerned for my parents' welfare. Even CNN
contacted me to ask if they could accompany me to
Puerto Rico while I delivered supplies to my family that
FEMA had not.

So, last month I wrote about my first day in Puerto
Rico, first impressions as I flew over the island with
hurricane relief supplies; the ordeal of renting a car (or
almost not being able to); the extended six hour drive
to my parents' house; and gut-wrenching sight of
finding my parents huddled around a single wax candle flickering in the dark.  I fell asleep
immediately upon arrival from exhaustion.

Well, day two of my personal Hurricane Maria relief journey to Puerto Rico started out like
every other time I have been in Puerto Rico visiting my parents.  Waking up to the sounds of
them putzing in the kitchen making freshly brewed coffee, the old fashion Puerto Rican way.
 First you grind coffee; then you boil it in water; then you filter it through a cloth coffee strainer
mesh with wood handle.  It tastes great!  So, I went downstairs for coffee and as expected
found my parents had been awake since early morning.  Usually, under normal
circumstances, by now they would have prepared a large hot breakfast.  But today's breakfast
was different.  The best they could do under the circumstances was cold cereal and room
temperature milk.  Fresh food is hard to keep when there is no electricity to run a refrigerator.
  

Unfortunately, this is only a temporary fix because the larger electrical grid is so outdated this
could happen again at any time.  Whether the electrical grid gets a much needed overhaul to
bring it up to the 21st century is really a mystery.  

Read on

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Laos
Laos 's Kuang Si Falls are some of the most beautiful
waterfalls in the world.  The water collects in turquoise blue
pools as it flows downstream.  Most of the pools are open to
swimming!
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 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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