
Nature's Lawn Mower Surveys Machu
Picchu

Garret spreading peace throughout Peru

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Zoom Peru Tour Photos
Zoom Vacations' Peru vacation is so popular that we
added a tour in June a few years back, which has
become equally popular.

While most peoples' highlight is undoubtedly Machu
Picchu, we do so many neat things on this trip, that
picking a favorite moment can be difficult.  One minute
you are tasting one of the best meals you have ever
had, and then moments later you are in an historic Inka
palace. 

You will see some of the most beautiful scenery on the
planet, from the gorgeous green Andes mountains to
spectacular Inkan and colonial buildings.

Of course, then there's the shopping. Oh, the
shopping...  

See the photos

 Featured Traveler: Garret from Chicago
Embracing diversity and embodying acceptance are
two of the hallmarks of Zoom Vacations.  So, when
someone asks if straight travelers are welcome on
Zoom Vacations tours, our answer is always a
resounding YES (as long as our gay travelers on the
tour can be themselves 100%). Garret has been part
of the extended Zoom family for years, and we always
knew that he would love our tours, and that our
travelers would love him right back. Finally the timing
was right, and Garret was able to join our tour to Peru
last June.  As we suspected, it was a great experience
for all.

Zoom:  What made you decide to take this particular
trip with Zoom Vacations?

Garret: I love drinking on a beach more than most, but
I was really looking for adventure, narrative, and depth
with my 'next' trip.  After consulting with friends and
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Zoom Vacations travelers board f lights to our
African safari

fellow travelers, reading the reviews, and through my relationship with Zoom-it was an
absolute no-brainer to jump onboard for the Peru trip.

Zoom:  Machu Picchu is one of the 7 New Wonders of the World.  After being there, do you
feel it deserves this distinction?

Garret: I was aware of the distinction before the trip, had googled some images, etc.  But after
reading a few books on Peru (specifically Hiram Bingham and his journeys) I couldn't wait to
explore in-person.  Machu Picchu was incredible-even more incredible knowing its history.
Climbing on the original Incan Trail-relying on rocks laid 600 years ago to hold steady-was
exhilarating in itself.  Being surrounded by the Andes, in the middle of the clouds, and view
Machu Picchu from summit was a spiritual experience for me.

Read the entire interview

  10 Simple Things You Can Do to Make Flights Fly By
By Bryan Herb

Although it doesn't happen very often, every once in a
while someone will tell me that they don't want to go to
a destination like India or South Africa because "it is
just too far."  At these moments, I generally start
backing away slowly, because the idea of not going
somewhere because it is "too far" is, well, crazy.  I
can't imagine not wanting to see the Taj Mahal, or go
on an African safari, but I digress.  I have come to
realize that many people aren't doing the simple things
one can do to turn our flights into a breeze. Below are
my 10 favorite suggestions.

1. Bring an e-tablet to watch your favorite "guilty pleasure" shows.  Even if your aircraft has
a good entertainment system, you are at the mercy of watching whatever they have
selected for you.  Having your own device allows you to watch programming that you
may love, but don't have the time to watch back home.  Plus, this can really help you out
if you have any other travel delays.

2. If you have a laptop and plan on working or watching movies during a long flight, pack an
auto/air adapter plug. This can be plugged directly into the airplane's in-seat power
receptacle, and will power your laptop for as long as you need it.

3. Buy a noise-canceling headset. Not only do they help keep things quiet, allowing you to
relax, but they also enhance your video and audio experience. Especially if you spend a
lot of time on the plane, these are a great investment.

Read on

 Zooming with Joel
Peru - Contemplating the past and the future in
Lima: Gastronomy - Part 2

Last month I spoke about what keeps bringing me
back to Peru and how something old and historic, like
the Aliaga Palace, is becoming the place from which a
new generation of proud Peruvians, like Maria de
Aliaga, are using their privileged inherited position in
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Joel enjoying a 17 course gourmet dinner at
Central

A performer dances for our group in
Jodphur, India

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO INDIA 

society to benefit others.  

This month I am reminded that while some are making
strides to the benefit of people inside Peru, others are
reaching beyond its borders and touching mouths,
tongues, palates and stomachs all around the world.
 Seriously!  What better way to export culture than
through gastronomy.  The Peruvian cuisine craze was
started in Lima in 1973 by none other than
Nobu Matsuhisa, and his eponymous Nobu
restaurants today have over 35 locations worldwide.
 As I mentioned last month, most people think of
Machu Picchu as their final destination when they think
of Peru and think of Lima as a stop over on their way
to the Inca citadel.  However, more and more, Lima is
becoming a final destination of its own.  Specifically a
gastronomic destination.  

Bloomberg recently mentioned "Four Unique
Cuisines Are Drawing Tourists to Lima by the Thousands":  Ceviche Seafood/Peruvian mania,
traditional criollo Spanish/Peruvian comfort food, moden Japanese/Peruvian fusion nikkei
cuisine, and flavors of the Amazon. 
So, needeless to say, a quick stop over is not long enough to enjoy the
many internationally acclaimed restaurants like Central and Maido, number 5 and 8,
respectively, in the 2017 edition of San Pellegrino's ranking of the World's 50 Best
Restaurants, where I have dined during recent visits to Lima in June and July.  But the list
does not stop there!  There are so many other restaurants like Senorio del Surco where Zoom
Peru guests brunch during our tour of historic Lima, as well as Rafael, Astrid & Gaston, La
Mar and Malabar, also regular stops during Zoom Peru trips and recently listed by CNN Travel
on the list of 12 best restaurants in Lima.  I have also enjoyed Tragaluz at the Belmond
Miraflores Park very much.  

Lima has become such a top foodie destination that my friend, Belgian born Thomas Moons,
the General Manager at the Belmond Miraflores Park Hotel, where Zoom Peru guests enjoy
ocean view suites and Executive Lounge access during our Lima stay, has made it his
mission to dine in as many gourmet Lima restaurants as possible.  So far he is up to 47 and
counting!  Damn! I have a long way to go to catch up to Thomas, but I'm trying!

Read about our tour to Peru in November

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Colombia
Shampoo was invented in India, originally a method by use of
herbs. In fact, the word 'shampoo' is derived from the Sanskrit
word champu, meaning to massage.

 Thank you for being part of our family
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At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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