
Sunrise in Angkor Wat

Greg pays his respects at the crash site

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Trip Review: Zoom Vietnam and Cambodia
Zoom Vacations' tour of Vietnam and Cambodia was
packed full of jaw-dropping sites, gorgeous hotels,
wonderful meals, and many surprises.  While our
welcome event took place at the top of one of Saigon
iconic skyscrapers, with commanding views of the
modern city, for our farewell event, we headed to a
small, authentic Cambodia village, and after a private
tour of one of the Angkor complexes, we strolled
through the village, interacting with locals until arriving
at our private outdoor dinner.

Guests on our tour also enjoyed 5 massages
(included), plus relaxing days on the beach, tours of
thousand-year-old ruins, big cities, small charming towns, the natural wonder of Ha Long Bay,
and so much more.  Several travelers commented that the trip operates like a "foody" tour, the
food is so good.  Speaking of travelers, the best word to describe our group is "delightful."  We
really simply had a great time together.
  
See the photos

 Featured Traveler: Greg from Detroit 
We were so honored and fortunate to have on our
Vietnam tour a war hero (although he would never call
himself this) and a survivor of one of the war's saddest
events. Greg was an Air Force medic during the
Vietnam War, and was part of the Operation Babylift
mission. He was on the initial plane that crashed
shortly after take-off, killing 138 people, including 78
orphans and 35 Defense Attaché Office Saigon
personnel. Greg suffered collapsed lungs and five
broken ribs, various other injuries, and still was able to
get many of the orphans off the plane to safety. We

organized a special visit to the crash site for him to pay his respects, which he was able to do
when we arrived in Saigon.  On our flight back to the States, we interviewed Greg about his
experience of being back in Vietnam after all these years.

Zoom:  Why did you come to Southeast Asia with Zoom Vacations?

Greg:  Because I have been on trips with Zoom in the past and appreciate the special first
class treatment.  I have always wanted to revisit Southeast Asia and, in particular, return to the
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The Coffee Triangle

Saigon crash site and pay my respects to those who lost their lives on April 4, 1975.  When I
first spoke with Joel he readily assured me that a special side trip could be arranged.  I felt
confident that if any company could arrange this for me it would be Zoom.  I wasn't
disappointed.

Zoom:  Did you have any epiphanies from this experience or from the trip in general?

Greg:  I had several epiphanies while visiting these countries that are so different than our
own.  That happiness can be found in the simplest of things, especially in the daily contact
with other humans.

That kindness is definitely contagious and is spread with just a smile or slight gesture of
understanding and acceptance.  Although I've always felt that diversity is wonderful, being
completely opposite of another culture is a beautiful thing when kindness is felt.  While visiting
the crash site, I felt an uplifting of my spirit and understanding that - for some reason - I was
spared because I needed to do what I have done these past 42 years; that is: to somehow
make, in my own small way, the world a better place in which to live.  The survivor guilt that I
felt for many years has finally left me.

Read the entire interview

  Everyone is Flocking to this Locale, and so Should You!
By Bryan Herb

Fine dining, gorgeous architecture, stylish locals,
natural beauty, history and culture; it sounds like I am
describing France doesn't it?  What if I told you that
this describes one of South America's top destinations
for 2017?  I bet you'd guess Argentina, or maybe
Brazil, but there is another country that has emerged
as one of the top destinations to visit: Colombia.  

Now let's be honest, when I was a kid, and someone
mentioned the word Colombia, I thought about two things: coffee, and cocaine. 

The reality of Colombia nowadays is not the drug-war ridden country of yesteryear.  Its drug
problem is no better or worse than any other country.  Actually, I take that back. Because of its
history with drug violence, Columbia has well-established procedures for dealing with abusers
of drugs and narcotics, and it could be well poised to wipe out drugs faster than other
countries in the Americas.  But for the purposes of this blog, who cares? Colombia has moved
past that, and after being there, I have too.  From five star hotels to starry nights in the coffee
triangle, the Colombia of today offers something for virtually every taste and budget. 

Read on 

 The Technology Travel Ban. What Does it Mean?
As  you probably are aware, the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) announced a decision to
ban carry-on electronic devices larger than phones
(such as laptops and tablets) on direct flights from
eight Muslim-majority countries: Egypt, Jordan, Qatar,
Kuwait, Morocco, United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia,
and Turkey. Passengers will instead have to take them
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An Emirates off icial packages a traveler's
electronics

The Inti Raymi Festival in Cusco

in checked luggage. 

Before the ban was set in place, I had booked my
return flight from Southeast Asia on Emirates, so this
ban affected me directly, and as I was already traveling
at the time, had no time to prepare.   Obviously this is
a first-world problem, but I thought our travelers would
like to hear how this is playing out, first-hand.  I flew on
Emirates from Bangkok to Dubai, and then onward to
JFK.  I was able to use my laptop and Ipad on the fight
to Dubai, and just before boarding my JFK-bound flight
in Dubai, Emirates staff took my Ipad, Laptop and
Kindle, packaged them safely in bubble wrap and into
a box, and provided me a retrieval tag.  Once in JFK,
the box with my bundled electronics appeared on the
"large items" luggage belt.  It was quite easy.

Other airlines are assisting customers in different
ways.  Etihad is loaning guests Ipads, and Qatar is
loaning travelers lap tops.

In the end, it really wasn't a big deal, and in fact, the new rule forced me to simply enjoy the
flight, watch movies, and just disconnect.  Turns out this was exactly what I needed.

 Zooming with Joel
Come join us as we celebrate the Incan New Year
and winter solstice on June 24!

As I return from India's annual Holi festival of colors it
is time to prepare for another annual celebration closer
to home, Peru's Inti Raymi Festival of the Sun, that
commemorates the most important day in the Inca
calendar, the Incan New Year and the winter solstice,
which has occurred every year on June 24 for over
500 years in Peru.  You can expect to come across
daytime expositions, street fairs, and people
meandering and dancing in the streets throughout the weeklong celebrations. 

Head to the Plaza de Armas for the sunset and free live performances from the best Peruvian
musical acts. While each day is special, the centerpiece of Inti Raymi is the full day
celebration on June 24, where the people of Cusco reenact the ancient festival.

The day begins with a prayer by the "Sapa Inca" in the Qorikancha (meaning "Golden
courtyard" in Quechua) Square in front of the Santo Domingo church. Qorikancha was once
the most revered temple in the Inca empire and was, in Inca times, covered in gold! In his
oration, the Sapa Inca calls on the blessings of the sun. He is then carried on a golden throne
in a procession into the hills above Cusco, to the ancient fortress of Sacsayhuamán. On the
tailwind of the Sapa Inca are his high priests, nobles, and high court officials, fully bedazzled in
silver and gold ornaments according to rank. As he is carried into the hills, women sweep the
streets, clearing them of evil, and lace the streets with beautiful flowers. Awaiting his arrival at
Sacsayhuamán, huge crowds form to witness the Sapa Inca climb the sacred altar. Among
the most anticipated events is the llama sacrifice (don't worry, they now use a stage prop), in
which the high priest grabs ahold of the llama heart, holds it above the crowd as an offering to
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Glamping in the desert

 CHECK OUT OUR TOUR TO 
MOROCCO IN MAY

Pachamama, and reads the bloodlines ensuring the fertility of the Empire's land. 

Come join us as we celebrate the Incan New Year and winter solstice!  June is an amazing
time to visit Peru.  The weather is temperate, the skies are dry and sunny, and there is an air
of celebration that is unlike any other date of the year.

Read about our tour to Peru in June

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month: Morocco
Moroccans jokingly call their tap water Sidi Robinet (Sir, or
Lord, Tap), and it is drinkable in most parts of the country

 Thank you for being part of our family

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your time
to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more about,
please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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