
Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

 Hear from the Founders of Zoom Vacations
The Story of Zoom
Zoom Vacations' co-owners, Joel Cabrera and Bryan
Herb were interviewed on location at Korcula, Croatia,
said to be the birthplace of Marco Polo, one of the
world's most famous travelers. 

Hear from them about what goes into creating each
tour, and what sets them apart from others.  Plus, all
of the footage is from actual Zoom Vacations tours,
all shot at each location, from Peru, to India. 

 Watch the video

 Featured Traveler: Rick, from NYC
Normally, we interview our travelers after they have
completed a Zoom Vacations Tour.  This time, we
decided to take a different approach, interviewing a
traveler before the tour.  Rick joined Zoom Vacations
in China over a year ago, and now he is about to take
our tour to southern Africa.  What follows is his pre
southern Africa trip interview.  Next month we hear
from him again, to share his experiences on the trip
and we will find out how the tour played out.  Will it live
up to his expectations?

Zoom: Why are you choosing to go to southern
Africa with Zoom vacations?
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Rick on the Great Wall

Joel enjoys his room on safari

Rick: A trip to South Africa and experiencing a safari
have been on the bucket list for a while. When I spoke
with Joel last year about this trip, he happened to
mention the lodge for the safari portion of the trip was
being changed in 2016 to Singita Lebombo - a 5-star
lodge.  Further, the 2016 itinerary included an
additional day in Kruegar National Park.   That kind of
sealed the decision for me to go, and not put it off any
longer. 

Read on
 

 Zoom Colombia 
Learn about Zoom Colombia Through the Lens
of Social Media

In our latest video, you'll experience Zoom Colombia
from the vantage-point of a social media "share".
 Check it out, and see what me mean.
Fall in love with Colombia's beauty. Escape to the
land of magical realism. You'll be transported to
a land of gastronomy, art, history, romance,
emeralds, and of course, coffee! Zoom Vacations' trip
to Colombia explores the history, culture, cuisine, and more with sensational guides, while
enjoying the finest hotels the country. Watch here to see why this is a trip you will be
bragging about for years.

Take a look!
 

 Zooming with Joel
Rwanda and Tanzania!
I have been fortunate to travel to so many places,
and have had incredible experiences all over the
world.  Experiencing a mountain gorilla safari has
always been high on my list, and when several Zoom
Alumni requested that we organize a tour built around
a gorilla safari, I knew the time was right (as well as
essential) for me to do it.

To this day, it remains one of the most incredible trips
I have ever taken, and inspired me in ways that no

other trip ever has.  Over the years, many destinations have left an inspirational imprint on
me, but this was different.  First off, I was blown away by how close we were able to get to
the mountain gorillas. I had been told we would get incredibly close, and safely, but this was
unreal- I could have reached out and touched them!  They are such soulful, peaceful
creatures, that you DO want to touch them, even though you are of course, forbidden to do
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Stunning Rio de Janeiro

 READ ABOUT OUR NEW YEARS IN RIO TOUR 

Tiger_s Nest in Bhutan

so.

Our accommodations were luxurious, and fit in beautifully with the landscape and culture,
which added to the seamless peacefulness of the entire experience.

However, we had a problem: this was a long way to go for a mountain gorilla safari.  But like
many times in life, this "problem" became an opportunity, and so we are adding the chance
to see the land of the Great Migration in the Serengeti in Tanzania. Imagine the power and
majesty that will unfold before you, as thousands of animals cross the plains of Africa, if
nature allows.

We announced this tour, and immediately had so many bookings that it is over half full.
Please note that the price is $12,499 for this fully inclusive tour.  Yes even domestic open
bar is included almost daily!  We upgraded our accommodations since our initial offering,
making this tour better than ever!

Seeing the rare mountain gorilla in the wild will truly capture your heart, and the migration
leave you truly speechless.  For me, the best part will be sharing this experience with a
group of like-minded travelers.  I feel honored, in advance to get to share this experience with
our wonderful travelers.

Check it out! 

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month

BRAZIL
The city of Rio is named for a river that doesn't exist.  
Rio de Janeiro was first visited in January 1502 by
Portuguese explorers, who believed the bay they
encountered (now called Guanabara Bay) was the mouth of
a river. They named it Rio de Janeiro, "River of January."

Bryan's Travel Blog

10 Spiritual Hikes to Feed Your Soul
For most people, the word, "hiking" conjures images
of trails through forest-covered mountains or even of
barren desert.  Traditional hiking can be a spiritual
experience, because you are often alone in nature,
and the peacefulness and beauty can be palpable. 
From our travels at Zoom Vacations, we have found
several experiences that take hiking to whole different
level, adding inspirational, spiritual dimensions to
truly feed your soul.

 
1. Peru - Machu Picchu
Peru's Inca Trail, from the Sacred Valley to Machu Picchu, is on every hiking enthusiast's to
do lists, and rightfully so.  Rich in history, stunning views, and a sense of mysticism, there is
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truth behind the hype.  The 45 km trail is most often covered in four days, and due to its
popularity, is limited to 500 trekkers a day. Many alternative trails are available, from the
Choquequirao Trek, which takes between 7-10 days, to a one-day trek for those with less
time or experience. If trekking among the clouds in ancient Incan city isn't enough, Intihuatana
stone will surely stir you.  When touched, the stone is said to awaken your senses and
reverberate a mysterious energy full of positivity and spiritual awareness.

Spiritual tip: At the Machu Picchu site, acquire the ticket to Huayna Picchu as well, and make
your way to the Temple of the Moon. It will take you about two hours to get there from the
entrance to Huayna Picchu, and it is mostly downhill.  Just remember, you will have to climb
back up to exit.  The Temple of the Moon is the least visited are of Machu Picchu, and you will
likely have its carved caves all to yourself.  Bring several bottles of water.

 Read on 

At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your
time to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more
about, please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations

TOURS     TESTIMONIALS     PRIVATE EVENTS     BLOGS     ABOUT     RESERVE 

Zoom Vacations
773.772.9666

info@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
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