
Zoom Vacations travelers on safari

Greetings!

Welcome to this month's e-newsletter!  Thank you for reading, and for being part of the Zoom
family, opening minds and hearts through travel, while having an incredible time doing so.

"Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness," Mark Twain

Testimonials
Testimonials from our Southern Africa Tour
At Zoom Vacations, we know we are great at creating
award-winning bespoke tours, and we put our hearts
and souls in it.  What we are not always great at, is
sharing our accolades from those who take our tours.
 The following are messages we received upon
returning from our recent tour to southern Africa.

Thanks Bryan and Zoom! It was a once in a lifetime
experience that we'll never forget. So sad to see it
end, but we return home with many new friends.
~Gary, from NYC

What a great trip!! Thank you Bryan for all your hard work. This Zoom group was one of the
most cohesive and fun groups of the six Zoom trips I've experienced. Of course who couldn't
have fun rooming with both John and Rick! I don't know about the rest of you, but I'm still
finding and scratching bug bites I didn't even know I had!!
~Bob, from Miami.

The vacation was amazing. It moved to the top of our experiences. The places, people, and
the ACCOMMODATIONS!!!
~Tony, from Atlanta

Just wanted to send you a quick note to let you know how much Tony and I both enjoyed the
trip. The places we saw were amazing and I still can't comprehend all we did and saw in the
last 2 weeks. The safari portion of the trip was our favorite.  We enjoyed getting to know you
and others and hope to travel with Zoom in the future.
~Dan, from Atlanta
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Rick and the king

It was an awesome, unforgettable experience. I loved it. This entire vacation has been
fantastic. Thank you.
~Rick, from NYC

Thank you so much for making it such a special trip for us! We had a great time with
everything.
~Turner, from Hoboken, New Jersey

I will never forget the trip. It was amazing. Thanks again
~Brad, from Maplewood, New Jersey

I have been meaning to write you to say a huge thank you for such a fabulous African
adventure.  Thank you again for everything you did to make our experience so extremely
memorable!  A big hug.
~John from Pacific Palisades 

Not a day goes by that we aren't sharing our Africa pics with someone (today it was our
realtor) and our recommendation to try Zoom. We are huge fans!!
~Eric from San Francisco

Read more of our testimonials from past Zoom Vacations travelers

 Featured Traveler: Rick, from NYC
Last month, we interviewed Rick before our southern
Africa tour, to see what his expectations were before
the trip.  We just returned, and Rick agreed to be
interviewed again, to see how Zoom Southern Africa
lived up to his expectations.  

Zoom: Did this tour live up to your expectations?

Rick: The tour surpassed my expectations.  I was
ready for fabulous hotels, and informative tours. What
I got, in addition to this, was a fantastic, engaging and
enthusiastic tour guide in Cape Town (Tim), with
whom the group easily established a rapport, an
over-the-top safari experience, and the best Zoom
Concierge imaginable. 

Read on
 

 Zoom Morocco 
Announcing Zoom Morocco

Last month, Zoom Vacations announced our tour to
Morocco, and several of you already booked this
exciting tour!

Some of the highlights include:
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Glam Camping, one of our highlights on Zoom
Morocco

Three Kings

* Shopping in Marrakech medina - where the market
scene in "Sex and the City" was filmed
* Glam-camping at an exclusive camp-site tucked
into the Sahara Desert.
* Traveling through stunning Atlas Mountains
* Strolling the mysterious Moroccan desert on a
camel ride through the dunes.
* Three nights at La Sultana, one of the most stunning
places to stay in Marrakech.
* Pampering and luxurious accommodation at the
Palais Faraj Suites & Spa.
* Visiting the Todra Gorges, the spectacular canyons
carved out of orange limestone cliffs.
* Touring Casablanca, the bustling, French-influenced business center of Morocco.
* Visiting the fortified village of Ait Benhaddou which has appeared in several films
including "Lawrence of Arabia", "Jesus of Nazareth", "Gladiator" and "The Mummy"

May 1-10, 2017
10 days from $5999

Take a look!

Zoom Southern Africa Photos
Zoom Vacations' tour of southern Africa is truly
beyond compare.  At the end, we asked our travelers
to tell us what word they would use to describe the
tour.  Some said, "luxurious", others said "fun" and
many said, and we agree, "experiential". Our guests
do so many incredible and varied things on this tour,
that one can only do in Africa, and all the time
enjoying the best accommodations, food, and guides
in the region.  Add to that our wonderful travelers, and
it is easy to see why we had such a great time.  The
pictures speak for themselves.

Take a look!

 Zooming with Joel
Perfect time to visit Egypt!
I just returned from Zoom Egypt with a small group
and the question on everyone's mind is whether we/I
felt safe.  

I would say without any hesitation that we were safe
in many ways. From a security perspective, given
recent history the government has taken extra
measures to secure all points of travel as well as
tourist sites and areas.  As an American we were
made to feel welcome.  We were often asked "where
are you from?" as a way to start conversation, and
invariably they would say "welcome!".  Despite the
rhetoric about traveling in the Middle East as a gay
person I also felt very welcome and safe.  It was a
non issue.  In fact, on our first day in Cairo I spend the
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Joel getting into the spirit of things

Magical Machu Picchu
READ ABOUT OUR TOUR TO PERU IN JUNE

The Sanctuary Ananda in Myanmar

day visiting at the beautiful home of an Egyptian
couple I first met in Mykonos about 20 years ago.
 They have been together for 37 years and explained
that gay life in Egypt is alive and well, although it's
practiced differently than in the US.

Check it out next year's trip

 Destination & Travel Trivia Fact of the Month

PERU
Chili sauce and hot spices were banned from prison food in
Peru in 1973 on the grounds they might arouse sexual
desires in the inmates.

Bryan's Travel Blog

5 Exotic River Cruises
Many people begin their obsession with travel with a
cruise, and then it builds from there.  They take
another cruise, and then seek land tours to really
immerse in the destination.  Many then discover river
cruising.  I am a big fan of river cruising, because it is
here where you most encounter great numbers of
smaller villages, with cultural and visual history still in
tact.  River cruising is much more than the rivers in
Europe or the Yangtze in China.  The following are five
of my favorite less-discovered, yet phenomenal
places for river cruising.

 Read on

 Thank you for being part of our family
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At Zoom Vacations, we know that your time is valuable, and we thank you for sharing your
time to hear from us.  If you ever have a travel question or topic you would like to hear more
about, please let us know!

Sincerely,

Your friends at Zoom Vacations
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