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Kevin has joined Zoom
Vacations on several trips,
and every time he does, we
are so delighted.  This guy is
a total sweetheart, through
and through.
 
Zoom:  You have been on
several tours with Zoom
Vacations.  What keeps you
coming back?
 
Kevin:  I love so many
aspects of Zoom Vacations. 
To be honest, I spend my
days in the office planning
and meeting deadlines. 
Because of my work life, the
last thing I want to do in my

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Rio Carnaval
Photos
 
We often post our favorite shots
from the Sambadrome parade
in Rio, will all the incredible
floats and costumes.  But Rio's
celebration over Carnaval is so
much more than that.  There
are street parades and parties,
costume balls, and dance

parties, plus one of the most beautiful beaches in the
world! And, just south of Rio is the charming historic
colonial town, Paraty, the perfect way to end the trip
after a week of partying.

 See the photos

New Low Airfares
Make Traveling to
Southern Africa
with Zoom Better
Than Ever!
 
Travel on Zoom Southern Africa
just got a lot easier and a lot
more comfortable too! For the
price of coach you can now
travel from North America to South Africa in style, from
$2,475 to $4400 in Business Class to be exact, on
airlines like Swiss, South African Airways, KLM, and
Lufthansa.  

 Part of the joy of travel is the comfort of travel,
especially when you get to enjoy amenities such as flat
bed seats, excellent wines and food, and access to
lounges which are stocked with complimentary food and
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One of Beijing's beautiful
sunsets

personal life is to
plan...anything.   I love the
fact that Zoom Vacations
takes care of the minutia
and details for me.  All I
have to do is show up and
enjoy myself.  
 
Travel is a personal passion
for me.  I love seeing other
parts of the world and
exploring different cultures. 
In addition, I love taking
beautiful photographs of the
people and places I've been
lucky enough to see. 
Because I trust Zoom
Vacations to offer parts of
the world to me that are
"must see places," I continue
to return because I've
completed every trip with a
new chapter of memories
that will last a lifetime.
 
Zoom:  On this trip, you
went to Buenos Aires and
Rio de Janeiro.  How would
you compare the two?
 
Kevin:  Like so many of my
past vacations involving
various countries, this trip to
Argentina and Brazil was like
two vacations and cultures
rolled into one whirlwind
trip.  I found the history of
Buenos Aires fascinating -
especially the European
influences and the political
influence of the Peron's. 
What gay man wouldn't be
thrilled with following the
footsteps of Evita?  Iguacu
Falls was an amazing part of
the Argentina trip.  The
waterfalls and scenery were
nothing short of stunning. 
Argentina was a
juxtaposition of cultural
vacation and an
outdoorsy/rugged vacation. 
 
Rio de Janeiro was nonstop
excitement and energy.  Not
only were the beaches
beautiful, but the people

beverage offerings, as well as showers, quiet rooms and
wifi. But, this special fare will not last long.  So, book
Zoom Southern Africa now.
 
Read about this tour

Suggested Read:
 
The last days of old
Beijing: life in the
Vanishing
Backstreets of a
City Transformed 
By Michael Meyer

This is a great read for anyone
who is interested in the changing face of cities around
the world, and especially for those with an interest in
visiting China or the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
 
While Michael Meyer is immersed in the life of Dazhalan
Hutong as an english teacher and resident, the invisible
"Hand" is at work placarding demolishing posts in the
old neighborhood. The "Hand" is city planners who are
gearing up to prepare Beijing for the 2008 Olympics.
This book is historical, anthropological, and
autobiographical. It gives us a rare look into Beijing's
fast disappearing and centuries old web of alleys and its
intricate, colorful, personable residents. 

 Zoom Vacations' tour of China includes a Hutong tour
via rickshaw ride, a private home visit to a Hutong
resident for a one-to-one conversation about life in this
iconic and vanishing neighborhood, a dumpling cooking
demonstration, and time to discover some of these
alleys on your own. It will not disappoint you!
 
Read about our tour to China this May

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
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Watching the sun rise
over Machu Picchu from
Huayna Picchu above

weren't too hard on the eyes
either.  Carnaval was nothing
short of an explosion of
colors, music and fun.  We
completed our trip to Brazil
with a few days to relax in
the beautiful, historic town
of Paraty.  Paraty was one of
the highlights of the trip for
me.  It is a quaint colonial
town which is full of beauty
and fresh air. 
 
Zoom:  Where did you have
the best food? 
 
Kevin:  My personal choice
for best food has to be
Argentina.  Although Brazil
has amazing food, I will
never forget the incredible
dishes we enjoyed at
numerous unique and trendy
restaurants in Buenos Aires. 
Some of these restaurants
were hidden behind graffiti
covered doors which opened
into hidden treasures of
culinary treats. 
 
Zoom:  You were also in Rio
for Carnaval.  How would
you describe Rio's Carnaval
celebrations?
 
Kevin:  I doubt that I will
ever experience another
celebration as energizing as
Carnaval.  We were lucky
enough to experience the
parade while literally being
able to fist bump people in
the parade.  The view was
incredible!  I've never seen
so many vibrant colors and
glitter all in one place. 
Amazing!
 
Zoom:  What was your
highlight of the trip?
 
Kevin:  I always enjoy
making new friends and
seeing spending time with
Joel and Bryan.  Outside of
enjoying new friendships, to
choose one single highlight

is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Climate Change and Tourism Make
Seeing Machu Picchu Something
you Must do Now
 
While there may be no rush to
see the Eiffel Tower or Sydney
Opera House, Machu Picchu is
one of those places that one
should see now while so much of
it is still accessible.
 
Conservationists are growing
increasingly concerned about the
damaging effects of climate
change on Machu Picchu.  Recent
weather pattens in the area have
lurched from drought to heavy
rains threatening the unique
citadel, which was built around
1450 for Inca Emperor Pacacuti.
"Machu Picchu normally gets
about two meters of rain in the
rainy season," said Marcos Paster, a protected areas
advisor for the Peruvian government, "We're talking
about precipitation of two meters which is already a lot,
imagine if this is doubled or tripled? Everything would
get soaked and everything would get destroyed." The
area is Peru's most popular tourist attraction and one of
the New Seven Wonders of the World.  During the floods
of 2010, heavy rains triggered mudslides, which swept
away infrastructure, and the Peruvian military had to
evacuate 4,000 people.

 Ironically, it may have been climate change that
brought about the building of Machu Picchu in the first
place.  New research has revealed that a prolonged
period of warm weather between 1100 and 1533 cleared
large areas of mountain land to be used for farming,
helping the Incas to spread their influence from
Colombia to the central plains of Chile.  The tree line
moving higher up the mountains helped the Incas to
carve terraces into the mountainside to grow potatoes
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is very difficult.  For me, I
would have to answer that
question in the following
manner: Buenos Aires - The
tango show, Iguazu Falls -
The waterfalls, Rio de
Janeiro - The Sambadrome
parade, and Paraty - The
entire town
 
Zoom:  After having done all
of this traveling with us this
month, what
recommendations would you
have for other people
considering these tours?
 
Kevin:  Book the trip.  My
personal belief is that life is
too short not to make a
lifetime of memories.  These
tours offered something for
every person on the trip
including those looking for a
party scene and those
looking for relaxation.
 
Zoom:  Do you think you
could ever bring your son on
a Zoom vacation?
 
Kevin:  What an interesting
question!  I actually had this
conversation with others on
the trip.  Now that my son is
getting a little older, I would
absolutely consider bringing
him on a Zoom vacation. 
We would just need to offer
earplugs to the other
travelers because he never
stops talking and
entertaining. My son is at an
age now where he is
interested in exploring other
cultures as well.  I feel that
Zoom would make a great
avenue in which to begin
showing him the world.
 
Zoom:  Looking back on all
of the tours you were with
Zoom Vacations, including
China, Egypt and South
Africa, what have been your
highlights?
 

and corn, and developed a system of canals to irrigate
the land.

 The climate remained dry, but melting glacial ice
provided a constant supply of water, resulting in a
surplus of crops to feed the population.  The men freed
up from agricultural duties were then able to focus on
other activities, among them constructing roads and
buildings such as the Incas' 3,250-mile Royal Road
through the highlands, the 2,520-mile Coastal Road, and
Machu Picchu.

 Zoom Vacations has been offering tours to Peru for over
10 years, and every year we visit, there are added
restrictions to what we can see and access at Machu
Picchu.  Much of this has been set in place for safety, but
mostly it is to prevent the wear and tear associated with
so many people now visiting a site built for much fewer.
 Areas we explored on foot during our first visit can now
only be viewed from a distance, and there is talk of
further limitations.  Still, Machu Picchu remains an
incredible archaeological site, and truly one of the best
in the world.  No one ever visits Machu Picchu and says,
"Oh, is that all?"  It is truly a place that astounds and
inspires.
 
Read about our tour to Peru in November

Zooming with Joel
  
New at Zoom Vacations
 
Zoom Vacations is constantly
fine tuning trips to make
them better and better each
time.  Some changes and
additions are subtle but
significant.  Here is a list of
current and upcoming
changes to our roster of
award winning trips:
 
Zoom China - Upgraded
hotel location on the iconic riverside Bund. Great
shopping area and great river and skyline views of the
Bund from our new hotel in Shanghai.
 
Zoom Argentina - Added an insider tour of the Teatro
Colon to the itinerary.  If you have even been to the
Paris Opera House, you won't want to miss this. The
welcome dinner is now at one of the top restaurants in
South America, which was likened by one guest to Alinea
in Chicago, considered the world's best restaurant.
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Kevin:  There have been so
many highlights on these
trips.  To choose a few is
difficult, but I'll take a shot
at it. The Great Wall of
China, Petra (Jordan), the
pyramids of Egypt, shark
diving in Cape Town, causing
an elephant to charge us on
Safari, and the Sambadrome
parades.
 
Zoom:  What makes these
trips different by going with
Zoom Vacations?
 
Kevin:  Zoom Vacations
tours include first class
treatment.  I've always been
made to feel special.  I never
have to worry about
anything because the people
at Zoom Vacations ensure
that all of my needs are met
before I even show up. 
 
Zoom:  Where do you want
to go next with Zoom?
 
Kevin:  I have my sights set
on Peru or India.  Although I
really want to see India, I
think Peru may happen for
me first.
 
Read about our trip to Peru
in November

Zoom Rio Carnaval - Now this trip includes
Samdadrome tickets for the main Carnaval parade.
 
Zoom New Years - A Zoom Lounge will be available on
Ipanema Beach with beverages and snacks while you
sun tan and watch the hot Cariocas enjoy the beach.
Also, a private Corcovado tour has been added to the
itinerary.
 
Zoom Southern Africa August - Cape Town upgraded
hotel and confirmed dinner reservations at the hard to
get in Test Kitchen.
 
Zoom Peru - Confirmed dinner reservations at some of
the best restaurants in town such as Central and Astrid
& Gaston.
  
Read about our tour to China this May
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