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This was the first Zoom
Vacation for Ralph and
Ethan, and we hope it will
not be the last.  Always
ready to laugh, and truly
open to anything, they are
the kind of travelers you
just want to be around.
They took time from their
busy schedules as
successful Prosthodontists,
to talk with us about their
recent travels.
 
Zoom:  What were you
most looking forward to

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Vietnam and
Cambodia Trip
Photos
 
Everyone who came on our trip
to Vietnam and Cambodia now
understands what we have long
known about this part of the
world: that it is a sensational,

fascinating area to visit.  On Zoom Vacations' tour, we
did so many unique things, including a Vietnamese
cooking competition, Tai Chi on our Boat in Halong Bay,
dinner at a traditional home in Cambodia, and more!
 Then, some of our travelers went on to Myanmar.  Check
out next month's newsletter for the Myanmar Photos.
 
See the photos from this tour

Suggested Read:
 
India calling: an
intimate portrait of
a nation's remaking

After graduating from College in
2004, Anand Giridharadas decided to move to Mumbai to
discover his ancestral land. He had known India through
his parents' accounts and his yearly visits as a child and
teenager, but he wanted to experience it as a full time
resident. Thanks to his relatives, new friends and co-
workers' narratives, he immersed himself in the
economically advancing India. 

From Mumbai to Delhi to Hyberabad to remote villages,
he met and interviewed recalcitrant old Angliziced
Indians, the mogul Mukesh Ambani, up and coming
citizens and untouchables who are breaking the Hindu
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One of our palace-hotels
in India

about your trip to Vietnam
and Cambodia with Zoom
Vacations? 
 
Ethan:  We were looking
forward to seeing new
places, making new friends,
and immersing ourselves in
a culture different than our
own.
 
Zoom:  What was your
highlight of the trip? 
 
Ralph:  This is a difficult
question - all of the places
that we visited were unique
and special.  For us, Angkor
Wat was truly a highlight.
 
Zoom:  What do you think
that most people would like
or appreciate about this
trip?
 
Ralph:  This itinerary
offered a great amount of
diversity.  We toured cities,
saw the countryside, cruised
overnight on Halong Bay,
spent time on China Beach,
and visited the temples in
Angkor Wat.
 
Zoom:  People have definite
conceptions of what a trip to
Vietnam might be like. What
surprised you about this
destination? 
 
Ethan:  We were surprised
by the contrast between the
new urban sophistication
and old school traditions
that existed side-by-side
throughout Vietnam.
 
Zoom:  While in Cambodia,
we visited the ancient site of
Angkor Wat. Did it live up to
your expectations? 
 
Ethan:  Angkor Wat was
even better than we had
hoped it would be.  It was
an amazing experience!
 

concept of class, marriage, love and karma. All are
seeking to find a place and meaning in modern India's
booming economy.
 
Read about our tour to India

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

India: What You Don't Know About
This Destination Could Have You
Missing the Vacation of Your
Dreams

By Bryan Herb

 Of all the places I have visited, I
think India is the most
misunderstood.  It is a destination
that people either really want to
visit or one in which they have no
desire whatsoever.  When I ask
someone why they don't want to
travel there, they always say,
"because of the poverty" or "because it is so dirty".
 Since they have not been, they are just going off of
what they have heard or what they have seen on the
news.  Ironically, the only people I have heard return
from India and not fall in love with it are people who
have traveled there for work or people who have gone as
part of a budget trip.  Let me tell you, if I flew all the
way to India only to be stuck in a hotel meeting room for
days, working, I wouldn't like it either.  Thankfully, India
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Zoom:  Travel, in general,
can be very enlightening.
Did you have any epiphanies
during the trip?   
 
Ralph:  Each day brought
surprises and opportunities
for introspection - this part
of the world is very eye-
opening.
 
Zoom:  What, in your eyes,
made this tour special?  
 
Ethan:  Aside from the
excitement of the cities and
the natural beauty of the
countryside, developing
friendships with our fellow
travelers and Zoom
Vacations' owner, Bryan
made this trip a truly special
and memorable experience.
 
Zoom:  During this trip, we
stay in many of the best
hotels in Vietnam and
Cambodia. What was your
favorite luxury
component?   
 
Ralph:  While all of the
hotels were great, the spa
experience in Da Nang was
a standout!
 
Zoom:  What did you think
of the food?
 
Ethan:  The food was one of
the best parts of the trip;
some very different, some
familiar - all of it nicely
presented and delicious. 
The farewell dinner was
certainly a highlight.
 
Zoom:  Where would you
like to go next with Zoom
Vacations? 
 
Ralph:  We were just
talking about Africa...
 
Read about our trip to
southern Africa in August

is so tremendously much more than this.

 So what about the images some of us have of the
poverty and grime?  Well, every time I go to India, I
notice the pictures that visitors are taking, and it always
surprises me.  So many seem to want to capture the grit,
even in places where there is great beauty that they are
missing.  How many times have I been in a stunning
setting, but the tourists around me have their cameras
shoved in the faces of the "destitute but beautiful
children" or the older people with many wrinkles and
rough skin but beautiful bright eyes.  Travel magazines
and Facebook followers love (technically "like") photos
such as these, showing vibrant souls peaking out of a life
fraught with struggle.  Meanwhile a gorgeous sun is
setting behind a majestic temple and they miss it.

 Read on

Zooming with Joel
  
Coming soon to Zoom
 
People often  ask us what
new destinations are on our
horizon.   We have been
planning a trip to Colombia
for quite some time and it will
be on our calendar in 2016.
 
Also new for 2016 will be our
trip to Japan, which will
include, among other things,
Tokyo, Kyoto, and potentially
Mount Hoya. Japan is a fascinating destination with so
much to offer: great hotels, wonderful food, and amazing
history and sites. We are working hard to give this our
special Zoom touch.

We also have two additional trips, which are especially
unique to Zoom Vacations, and we will be announcing
these very soon!  Stay tuned.
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