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Although the youngest guest
on our recent Zoom southern
Africa trip, by all inward
appearances he is an old soul
who will disarm you with his
smile and will charm you with
his kindness.  He took his
own trip-planning very
seriously, even styling his
dapper outfits to suit every
occasion.  His sense of style
is very self assured.  Even
rangers on safari
complemented Matt on his
camouflage bow tie.   
Admittedly, the highlight of
his trip was the African
safari.
 
Zoom:  What were you most
looking forward to about your

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Vacations
Traveler Photos
from Zoom
Southern Africa
 
Brian has been on a
number of Zoom
Vacations, and in addition
to a positive attitude, he
always brings one thing:
his camera.  Brian takes
incredible shots, and he
agreed to share some of
his favorite safari shots
from his recent Zoom trip,
as well as give us some
pointers on how to take
the best shots.  We asked
him what inspires him and
what his secrets are to
taking great photos, and
this is what he had to say.
 
As for the inspiration, well,
the terrific Zoom Vacations

locations practically beg to be photographed.  I simply
can't resist, and my favorite times are traveling the
world with a camera in my hands.  This was true of
Zoom China and 
Zoom Peru last year -- got many great shots there,
including some of my all-time favorites (I plan on
turning a few into wall art).  Then came Zoom Africa -- I
took more pics per day than I ever have, maybe more
than 250 per day on average.  It was my favorite
shooting location ever. 
 
Secrets to great shots? There are several.  First, it
starts with the framing and composition.  Make it
interesting.  Think about what I call the Z (for Zoom!)
axis -- that is, the depth of the shot, not just the height
and width.  Think about that third dimension --
something to draw the eye into and through the shot.  
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Bryan at the Temple of the
Moon

trip to South Africa?
 
Matt:  I was most excited
about the people I would
meet in the group.  Group
trips are exciting because
you meet people from all
over the world and all walks
of life, literally.  I have met
some great Zoomers in the
last year therefore I was
excited to meet new people
in a trip setting.  

Zoom:  You have been on
Safari before, how did this
Zoom Safari differ?
 
Matt:  I went on a day long
safari at Lake Nakuru when I
visited Kenya in 2010.  It was
a public game reserve
outside of Nairobi.  Truth be
told; there are major
differences in my experiences
therefore I will elaborate on a
couple examples. 
 
During the game drives at
Sabi Sabi, we would go off
road in our 4x4 to find and
observe wildlife; it was an
exhilarating experience which
was a huge difference from
Lake Nakuru where we
stayed on the road looking
left and right, as we drive,
for wildlife.  Secondly, the
4x4's at Sabi Sabi were open
as opposed to the enclosed
pop-up top units we had at
Lake Nakuru.  Lastly, at Sabi
Sabi we got within inches to
the wildlife; it was
unbelievable.  
Moral of my story is to
ALWAYS use a private game
reserve.  It's worth it!

Zoom:  What surprised you
about the trip?
 
Matt:  I was surprised how
easy it all was.  I had so
many experiences in a two
week period that wouldn't
have happened had I planned

 
Second, the lighting.  I've grabbed my camera many
times just because the morning or evening light (the
best light of the day!) is so attractive.  Keep the sun
behind you, of course, if possible.  Let the light catch
the colors of your subject -- or color your subject -- or
be the subject itself, as in sunsets.  Think about the
colors within the shot.  I got a great shot in Peru simply
because of the blue sky, the red soil, and a guy wearing
a white shirt using a black ox to plow the soil.  Use a
polarizer filter to help saturate the color of the light and
eliminate glare or reflections (though sometimes you
may want the latter).  
 
Third, if using a SLR camera (I use Nikon), don't
maximize photos per chip -- chips are cheap!  Shoot in
higher quality and at a lower ISO.  It will consume a lot
of memory but result in greater richness, intensity and
clarity.  
 
Also, take advantage of depth-of-field and bokeh -- that
is, zoom in to put your subject in sharp focus and let
the background go soft (easier to do in bright light, as
in Africa).  Having said that, I've gotten some terrific
shots with my cell phone simply by paying attention to
framing and color -- you can get great shots without
expensive cameras and lenses.  Finally, be ready for
that one-in-a-lifetime shot (the hippo in the Zambezi
river shot, for example).  Animals offer great
opportunities.  Try to anticipate what an animal may do.
 Also, if possible, look into an animal's eyes through the
viewfinder -- and when it looks back at you with its eyes
open, snap that shutter! 

~Brian
 
See Brian's photos

My Love Affair with Machu Picchu 
By Bryan Herb
 
Perhaps no other place on
Earth has captivated me quite
like Machu Picchu in Peru.  It is
as if someone took everything
I love and put it in one place.  
 
Many visitors to Machu Picchu
report a strange energy they
feel, walking among the ruins.
Perhaps this energy is simply
the impact of the extreme
beauty of the area.  If you
have been, you know what I am talking about. If not,
allow me to paint a picture for you. You are at one of
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Sunset on Safari

this trip. I love being wined
and dined with zero thought;
like I show up and there is
champagne waiting for me.
 Kudos to Zoom Vacations
who customized the whole
itinerary with personality. 
That is the best way to
travel.  

Zoom:  What about Cape
Town? Was that like other
cities you have been to?
What would you say sets it
apart?

Matt: I know the reason the
New York Times named Cape
Town as the number 1
destination this year.  It has
the beauty of mountains and
oceans with a city in
between.   Much deeper,
Cape Town is rich in culture
and experiences.  I dined at
one of the 50 best
restaurants in the world,
enjoyed the views on top of
Table Mountain, and hiked
through a beautifully
manicured garden/forest, to
name a few. Our time in
Cape Town was full of activity
and every day seemed to get
better with new experiences. 

Zoom:  How were your
accommodations throughout
the trip?
 
Matt:  Well I don't want to
brag... but that was a major
highlight of the trip!  The
accommodations were all 5-
star luxury.  For instance, I
wanted to go to the
waterfront in Cape Town.  I
called the front desk at the
Taj and they told me to come
downstairs and a ride would
be waiting.  When I got
downstairs, they opened the
front doors of the hotels to
let me out and then opened
the back door of a Range
Rover which escorted me to
the waterfront in style.  I was

the peaks of the Andes, in lush green tropical forest.
 Beautiful stone ruins perch atop the green, with stone
terraces cascading below you, and as your eye travels
down, you see the winding Urubamba River below. Just
the right amount of moss covers the stones. 
 
If it is sunny, the stones ignite with different hues and
textures. If it is cloudy, the clouds and mist wisp across
Machu Picchu as if doing their own dance.  Wild orchids
find sustenance in small cracks in the ruins, and alpaca
graze in small fields and terraces of the ancient ruins.
So, yeah, if you are into pretty scenery, you're going to
like it, rain or shine.
 
Keep reading...

Our Own Zoom
Vacations
Southern Africa
Photos
 
Zoom traveler, Brian took
some great safari photos,
but our trip to southern
Africa is so much more
than just safari.
 Hopefully these photos
give you an idea of what

travelers experience in Zoom southern Africa.  
 
There is still time to join our southern Africa tour
December 4-14.
 
 See the photos

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
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Champagne off a
Caribbean Island

so impressed.

Zoom: Full disclosure here,
you know Joel pretty well,
and have known a lot about
zoom vacations before taking
a trip, so the expectations
were high. Did the trip live
up to what you thought you
would experience on a Zoom
Vacation?
 
Matt:  I have lived
vicariously through Zoom
Vacations from Joel and
Bryan for over a year before
going with Zoom to
southernAfrica.  I have
always been impressed with
the unique personality that's
infused in their trips.  But
experience is so much better
than living vicariously
through Facebook.  It was
the best vacation I've
experienced.   

Zoom:  Was it easy to meet
people and make new friends
on the trip?
 
Matt:  It was easy to meet
people.  Before leaving to
South Africa, Zoom created a
group for those on
Facebook.  That was a great
way to connect with people
before the trip.  During the
trip, Zoom hosted multiple
signature events that
brought everyone together
which hosted local talents for
entertainment and dinner.    

Zoom:  What do you think
that most people on the trip
enjoyed the most?
 
Matt:  It had to be the ease
of the trip.  It's nice not
planning a big trip. Plus,
Zoom has a way of bringing
people together who have
interest in traveling.  I had
several conversations with
people that enjoyed the fact
that their trip was

considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

It's Yachting, not Cruising 
Zoom Vacations' group on
SeaDream Yacht Club
 
Caribbean Voyage

 Arguably, the best way to
experience the caribbean is island
hopping, and there is no better
way to do that than by yacht. 

 Our yacht trip this December will
give you the perfect break from the
cold, while you enjoy champagne
and gourmet meals while gazing
out over aqua waters.
 
Join our tour December 6-13, 2014, and have the Caribbean
vacation of your dreams.

Zooming with Joel
  
Alan from Palm Springs asks.
 How does Zoom Vacations
choose a group trip
destination and how do you
develop a trip?

 Zoom Vacations chooses a
trip destination the same
way that it develops a trip -
thru in-person research and
relationship building.   Every
Zoom Vacations tour begins
with a research trip to the
prospective tour destination to assess whether it is gay-
friendly, the variety of accommodations and activities
available, as well as physical beauty and appeal of the
destination.  

 There is no substitute for getting a feel for a
destination in-person, walking thru every step of a
future trip and face to face relationship building.  This
translates into a better experience for our guests. Every
Zoom Vacation is a combination of carefully
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customized to their
interests.  Also, the
complementary massage was
a big hit. 
 
 
 Read about Zoom Vacations'
next trip to southern Africa
this December

orchestrated activities and events as well as free time to
explore the destination.  Therefore, I am constantly
traveling the world in search of the next perfect
destination and to better understand how to make our
next Zoom Vacations trip a success.  Next on my list;
Myanmar and Laos.
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