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Emily from Chicago 

Emily had been dying to go
on safari for years, and like
many of us, whose careers
often take over, she finally
made the time and joined
Zoom Vacations on a trip of
a lifetime.

Zoom:  What went into your
decision process to go on a
trip with your mother and a
bunch of gay men?   
 
Emily:  My mom and I had
been planning our mother
and daughter safari vacation
dream trip.  We started to
do some research and the
more research we did we
realized that we needed
help.  Going to South Africa
for three weeks is very
costly.  We didn't want to
spend a lot of money and

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Myanmar 2015 Trip Was
Announced Last Week, and there
are just Four Spots Left!
Zoom Vacations is excited to
announce the newest addition
to our diverse line-up of
destinations for gay travelers:
Myanmar 2015.  We just
returned from our trial run of
Zoom Myanmar, and we are so
confident that future Zoom
travelers will love the tour as
much as we did.  But don't take
our word for it, the pictures
speak for themselves.
 
Myanmar is to a photographer what a Jimmy Choo outlet
store is to a Carrie Bradshaw, or a candy store to a kid
(with a serious sweet tooth) - shear pleasure!  When
traveling in Myanmar you will find yourself taking
pictures nonstop. There is so much to take in, it's at
times overwhelming, with beauty coming at you in so
many directions.
 
As on all Zoom trips, we will be staying at the best luxury
hotels and experience the  most innovative cuisine
around the country. Our detailed itinerary and Myanmar
2015 page was just added to our Zoom Vacations
website. We also have an add-on to Laos. Contact us for
more information. Call us to reserve your spot on what is
sure to be a very popular trip! There are already only
two cabin left! 773.772.9666

See the photos

Escape the Cold with our
Caribbean Yacht Voyage
Zoom Vacations' yachting
voyages offer so much for our
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A Zoom Traveler Explores
the Baths at Virgin Gorda

Rio's Famous Fireworks
Display on Copacabana

beach

not get the experience we
wanted.  We wanted the trip
to be luxurious and at the
same time we wanted to see
animals, and learn about the
people and the culture. I
had several friends that had
been a Zoom trip and they
all came back with
wonderful stories about their
trip so we decided to
contact them.  Bryan met
with us and went over their
past South Africa trips. 
After meeting with him we
knew that their group trip
was exactly what we were
looking for. Gay and
fabulous.  Zoom took the
stress out of us having to
make decisions of where to
go and what to see in a
place we have never been
before. Going with a gay
group couldn't have been
more ideal for us.
 
Zoom:  Was the trip as
much fun as you hoped or
thought it would be?  
 
Emily:  It was better than I
thought it would be.  I know
this sounds cliché but the
whole trip was like a dream
come true!  Zoom made the
trip very special for my
mother and me.  We both
thought it was the most
magnificent vacation we
have ever been on. 
 
Zoom:  What was your
highlight of the trip?  
 
Emily:  The safari was the
highlight of my trip.  The
Sabi Sabi Earth Lodge was
breathtaking.  The rooms
were like a private
house with our own private
pool.  I particularly loved
the outdoor shower. The
food and the service were
outstanding.  Also, watching
wild animals so closely
everyday and night in their

travelers, including copious
amounts of pampering.  This is
especially true with the
Caribbean voyages, and our
next one, December 6-13
comes at the perfect time to
recharge your batteries and
soak up essential vitamin D.
 
 And, your health must may
depend on it! The sunshine
vitamin may protect against a host of diseases, including
osteoporosis, heart disease, and cancers of the breast,
prostate, and colon. What's more, sunlight has other
hidden benefits-like protecting against depression,
insomnia, and an overactive immune system.  

 But enough with all that science, come because you will
love it!

 Read more about this trip

New Years in Rio with Zoom
What better way to start a
trip that with an over-the-
top champagne brunch...

Joel Cabrera, Zoom Vacations
co -owner, will kick off Zoom
Rio New Years with an exclusive
by-invitation-only Sunday
champagne brunch at the
glamorous Copacabana Palace
Hotel.  Generally, this renowned

Sunday brunch is not open to the general public during
festive periods.  So, scoring an invitation for the
Zoom group is a pretty big deal.  There is no better way
to spend an afternoon than by enjoying the gourmet
creations of Executive Chef Chef Rafael Hidak while
champagne (both Brut and Rose) flows freely around the
Copacabana's legendary olympic size sexy swimming
pool.

 Read more about this trip 

 From our Blog  
5 Things your hotel room
will have that your bedroom
doesn't
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The Hilton, Xi'an, one of
Zoom's hotels in China

natural habitat was
something I had never done
before. Our ranger pulled
right up to animals as we
watched.   We saw the Big 5
and more.   Zoom also
hosted various surprises for
us while out on safari in the
bush.  The whole experience
of being out in the bush
didn't even feel real at
times.  It was as if we were
on a movie set. 
 
Zoom:  Did you make new
friends on the trip?  
 
Emily:  Yes, a lot, and we
have all been in contact
after the trip. One of the
couples we met on the trip
flew to Chicago from Palm
Spring and we had a mini
Zoom Vacations Reunion.
 We have also talked about
going on future  trips
together.
 
Zoom:   Did you feel weird
being a straight person on a
predominantly gay group
trip? 
 
Emily:  No!  I loved it and
felt totally comfortable the
whole time. Many of my
best friends and people I
spend the most time with
are gay, so this was nothing
new to me. 
 
Zoom:  Do you think the
gay people on the trip had
any issue with straight
people being on the trip?  
 
Emily:  I don't think so.
Everyone got along from
day one.
 
Zoom:  Victoria Falls is one
of the Seven Natural
Wonders of the World. Do
you think it earns this
designation?  
 
Emily: Yes!!! We took a

Many hotels around the world
tout themselves as your "home
away from home," but if my
bedroom at home were as nice
as some of these hotel rooms, I
would maybe never go
anywhere! Most have features
that our bedrooms at home
don't (and I'm not talking about
on-demand porn).  Some have

aspects that I always vow to recreate in my bedroom
back home, but never do.  If you have stayed in a few
hotels over the past few years, you have probably
noticed these same things. 

 1.  A bed scarf or runner.  It seems like just about every
hotel has started using incorporating this design element
into its bedrooms.  If you have stayed in any hotel in the
past fews years, you have probably seen these and know
what I am talking about.  They are the decorative
runners that grace the foot of the bed, and usually hang
down a bit on both sides.  I personally do not use one of
these back home, and I learned that the purpose of the
scarf is to protect the expensive linens underneath.
Whatever the case, my bed back home now feels really
boring, like it's missing a necessary accessory.  

 Read on 

Zooming with Joel

Myanmar is the newest Zoom
Vacations destination (March 12-
18, 2015).  For sometime now I
had been waiting for the right
time to visit Myanmar, which
many had told me is a very
special country.  Sandwiched
between India, China and
Thailand, Myanmar has been
influenced to some degree by
the best of these 3 iconic
cultures.  

 Myanmar is called the Golden Land because there is
always a 24 karat golden domed pagoda within eyesight.
 For 50 years after English colonialism ended, Myanmar
was sheltered and isolated by various dictatorships and
military governments.  Until recently the country had
seen very little tourism within its poor tourism
infrastructure.  Today, however, Myanmar is quickly
developing a luxury tourism infrastructure that is putting
it on the bucket list of every discerning traveler.
 Recently, Zoom Vacations was honored to be one of only

http://www.zoomvacations.com/blog.htm#november42014
http://www.zoomvacations.com/blog.htm#november42014
http://www.zoomvacations.com/myanmar.htm


helicopter ride into the Falls.
It was pretty astonishing to
see the falls from above. My
only regret is not making it
to Devils or Angels pool.  
 
Zoom:  As one of Chicago's
top realtors, you often
spend your day looking at
houses. What did you think
of the architecture in South
Africa, and especially the
hotels and lodges?  
 
Emily: I particularly liked
the Dutch influenced
architecture in Cape Town
mixed with the cosmopolitan
feel of the city. I also
appreciated how Zoom
mixed up the hotels, some
on the more modern side
and some on the traditional
side. 
 
Zoom:  Would you go on
another Zoom Vacation
again?  
 
Emily:  Yes! India! 

 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to India

17 international travel professionals and media to be
invited on the inaugural sailing of the 5 Star M/V
Sanctuary Ananda from Mandalay to Bagan. 

 What I discovered along the way is a country of
charming, hospitable, deeply spiritual and accepting
people.  Truth be told, what made the trip so enjoyable
for me was the ability to travel on the Ananda along the
Ayeryawaddy River, visit temples, markets and villages,
then return to the comfort of the Ananda.  The Ananda is
the newest most stylish boat on the Ayeryawaddy.  But in
addition to the luxurious surroundings, another thing in
which the Ananda excels is the food.  The kitchen is
personally overseen by the former executive chef at the
Bangkok Mandarin Oriental.  He was even kind enough to
offer an onboard cooking demonstration and shared his
love of cooking and simple, yet mouth watering Thai
soup recipe.  Every meal was something to look forward
to and nothing (except for some breakfast dishes) was
ever repeated.  Lunch and dinner were perfectly paired
with just the right wines every day.  

 But Myanmar is not just about the Ayeryawaddy River.
There are also Inle Lake, a picturesque fishing
community, and Yangon, with its bourgeoning art scene.
  Plus, of course the Chinatown night market, reclining
Buddha, and Scotts Market, which are also to be seen
and experienced. 

 Today, Myanmar is quickly developing a luxury tourism
infrastructure that is putting it on the bucket list of every
discerning traveler. For instance, three years ago
Myanmar saw 300,000 visitors; this year there are 2
million visitors and counting. 
 
Myanmar is also perfectly combined with Laos and or
Thailand. Contact me for more information.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.
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