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Every once in a while, Zoom
Vacations travelers get more
than just a great vacation:
they get romance.  Such as
in the case of Daniel and
Greg, that romance blossoms
into a great relationship.
Daniel and Greg recently
talked with us about travel,
romance, and an exciting
new venture.
 
Zoom:  How did you two
meet?

Daniel:  We met in sunny
Rio de Janeiro during Zoom
Vacations' New Year's trip. Of

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Dos and Don'ts of Posting Travel
Pics on Social Media Sites 
 
By Bryan Herb
 
A lot of us make jokes about
the things people choose to
post on social media sites, and
we all have those friends who
seem to post every single
moment from their day.
However, social media sites
can also be a great source of connection and inspiration.
 
Personally, the posts I never get tired of seeing are
those of travel photos. Maybe it is because I am in the
travel industry, I don't know. But especially when it has
been a long day, if I stumble upon photos from
someone's recent trip to Rio, with beautiful sunsets and
laughter on the beach, it just makes me feel good.
However, even with travel photos, there are some dos
and don'ts on posting, if you want to keep your social
media friends and family engaged, as well as keeping
things safe for you.
 
1. The first rule in posting photos is if you don't have a
house-sitter, wait until you get home to post photos of
your vacation. You do not want to promote to the world
that you are away from home. Even though most of us
know this, I see a lot of real time vacation posts every
day, and you make it pretty easy for a burglar to know
you are not home if you have essentially told him you
are not home. 
 
Read on

Zoom Vacations
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This Month: Argentina
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The Faena Hotel

course, much like the rest of
the group, Greg was just
there to have fun, but I
guess something clicked!
 
Zoom:  Was it love at first
sight? 

Daniel:  Well, I don't know! I
guess He was more into
enjoying Rio and his friends
and I was working most of
the time. But after a
few days some sparks
started to explode every time
we found each others eyes.
 
Zoom:  Did you guys ever
consider living in Brazil?

Daniel:  We actually did!
Greg almost moved to Rio to
be close to me, but life
happened, and
responsibilities, and college.
And he had to postpone it.
 
Zoom:  Daniel, how have
you adjusted to living in the
States?

Daniel:  Terrible! No, just
kidding! Of course I miss my
family and friends, but I also
made new amazing friends.
Changing the ever sunny Rio
for a cool winter in NYC
didn't help either. But I got
used to and soon I was with
my new routine. I have
followed the rule of wearing
layers because New York
winters can be brutal.
 
Zoom:  Have you been on
any memorable vacations
together since your time in
Brazil?

Daniel:  We did Mykonos in
Greece and that was special!
Great company, amazing
food and lots of fun. Plus, we
have done numerous trips in
Bahia and Brazil.
 
Zoom:  Greg, you were with

 
Zoom Vacations' tours to
Argentina in November and
February have long been two of
our most popular, and
we believe they just got even
better.
 
We have long used the
"heterofriendly" Axel Hotel in
Buenos Aires, but since they
changed ownership, we knew it
was time for a change.
 

In fact, we have upgraded to one of our favorite luxury
hotels in the world, the Faena Hotel and Universe in Puerto
Madero. Truly, your room is your oasis perched above
Buenos Aires' most dynamic new neighborhood.  
 
Read about our tour to Argentina

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

A Recent Testimonial From Bill
From Toronto 
  
Everyone at Zoom Vacations has
one particular thing in common:
we are all a bit obsessed with
achieving the best.  We are
fortunate to have travelers who
truly make all of this such a joy.
 
While we often receive "thank you"
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Bill, from Toronto

us in Iceland and Rio de
Janeiro. These are two really
different places, but did you
notice similarities in terms of
the experience with Zoom
Vacations?  
 
Greg:  Yes, on both trips
what impressed me with
Zoom Vacations was the
balance between culture and
fun. Without the experts
at Zoom I would have missed
some of the best that these
two cities have to offer. I
admit prior to settling down
with my man, I would have
probably spent most of my
time by the pool or on the
dance floor. I can't wait for
our next Zoom Vacation as
I know it can ignite love as
well as keep the flames
burning.

Zoom:  Daniel, you've
created a narrative short film
called "Numb", set in 1940's
New York, during War World
II. What was the inspiration
behind this project?

Daniel:  Well, Definitively
New York inspires! And
everybody loves a nice love
story! New York gave me the
chance to meet
amazing actors and crew
members! We are still in pre
production and getting
donations to fund the short-
film. We are getting there
but we still have a long way!
 
Zoom:  Is this your first
short film? Do you see
yourself doing many more
like this or in other genres?  
 
Daniel:  This is my first
official short film. It's a bit
scary, but I have total
confidence in my vision, cast
and crew. I definitively see
myself working on more
period time pieces, especially
those that give an

emails and letters from our
travelers, Bill took such care with
his recent email to us that we
decided to share it below. Thank
you again, Bill!
 
I can count on one hand the
number of times I've written a
public testimonial to a company. I
am an Engineer and Management
Consultant. You'll have to excuse
the occasional consultant analysis.
  
I've traveled with several small gay
tour operators. When I saw Zooms' awards on the web, I
thought I would check it out. I also read many testimonials
that were very positive and passionate. I am glad I did.
 
I wanted to visit Argentina, and Brazil during Carnaval. This
was my first trip to South America. 
 
I talked to Bryan on the phone for about an hour and really
felt comfortable with his leadership of and vision for Zoom
Vacations. I am old-fashioned. A great company starts from
a good executive and that permeates throughout
the organization.
 
From getting a Brazilian visa, choosing tour options, dates,
getting tickets to a variety of Carnaval events, etc., this trip
involved quite a bit of logistics. The head office team was
knowledgeable, service-oriented and very responsive, in this
upfront work.
 
And now for the tour itself. I enjoyed Argentina and Iguacu
Falls, but the highlight of course is Rio Carnaval.
 
While there was an itinerary, Zoom showed flexibility where
necessary. (Agility, in my management lingo, is important
for a good service-oriented company.) The best example is
our first Rio event had to be canceled, due to local
circumstances. Zoom quickly arranged for a substitute. And
what a substitute. A lovely sunny day and lunch on a private
boat touring world famous Guanabara Bay. I will never
forget that day as long as I live. It was magical. I couldn't
believe I was there. Anytime I get stressed, I use
biofeedback and visualize that afternoon on The Bay.
 
Sugar Loaf, Christ the Redeemer, and my very first
helicopter ride was stunning. A brilliant touch by Zoom. That
was a ride of a lifetime. (All captured with my high definition
camcorder.)
 
The night at the Sambadrome competition was
unforgettable. I was thinking throughout the eight
spectacular hours, that so few people have the chance to
experience what I'm seeing. I had to pinch myself. And all
the upfront extensive work done by Zoom, made this so easy
to enjoy. I didn't have to worry about details on the trip.
 
The hotel was one block from the gay Ipanema Beach. The
hotel amenities, food and patio were spectacular. Another
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unexpected insight into the
past. I began my career
working in the art
department of a Brazilian TV
channel and that gave me a
tremendous love for these
sorts of projects and the
characters involved with
them. It's totally fascinating
to learn about how they
lived, what they dreamed
about, what frustrations they
had, and how they loved. I
like to write characters that I
imagine are familiar to me.
It's like fantasizing about
how my grandmother fell in
love for the first time. 
 
Zoom:  For people who don't
know about your film, can
you tell them a little about it?
 
Daniel:  The story centers
on a young couple and the
unusual love story that
develops between them.
Both share an infatuation,
but neither has the courage
to act on it. Even once the
heroine makes the decision
to overcome her fears and
make a bold move, things
don't turn out exactly as she
expects. But that's when
destiny lends a hand.
 
Zoom:  Do you think that
your various travels inspired
or affected this film in any
way?

Daniel:  Certainly, when you
travel you learn beautiful
stories. The beauty of the
locations, the food, and
everything brings you
inspirational moments!
 
Zoom:  How can we learn
more about your project?

Daniel:  If you are interested
check out our page! Maybe
you can be a part of this
beautiful project too! 
 

highlight was having dinner or drinks on the patio and
watching tens of thousands of partiers throughout the
streets all around us. Great eye candy. I really felt the
excitement that the crowd was experiencing.
 
It was a good group that I got to know. But, the success of
our trip was due to our tour leader, Joel. The best tour
leader I've ever had.
 
His interpersonal skills and tour leadership skills were top-
notch. Joel made me feel like a valued Zoom guest, and did
what he could to make my experience the best it could be.
 
The trip was not perfect. No tour is perfect. But, Joel's skills
at managing surprise situations was key to moving forward.
 
Joel is positive, energetic, laid-back and easy to get along
with. It's refreshing to see a tour leader that is
actually happy doing what he's doing. It is a good vibe that
is contagious.  He was very patient with newbies like me.
Thanks Joel.
 
Very importantly, our hotel location and Joel's guidance and
tips, made me feel safe throughout the trip in Rio. Don't go
alone, go with Zoom.
 
From a business perspective, there's another side of Joel
that is crucial to a successful tour. He was a good strategic
leader, always looking at the bigger picture, while we were
having fun. In this way, he ensured that Zoom high service
values were maintained throughout the trip. He was
proactive and anticipating the next day and events. Joel was
a good communicator who showed good judgment. And,
another important strategic skill, was that he was decisive
when it was required. Being personable and laid-back is not
mutually exclusive with being a decisive leader of his
business. In fact, it is essential. 
 
In summary, if you're still reading this with great patience...
The Zoom trip was one of my best vacations in years !! I
thank everyone at Zoom for making this happen.
 
See you all on the next trip.
 
Read our other testimonials

Zooming with Joel
  
Perception Versus Reality
 
We travel to places that we perceive to be safe and
desirable and limit our travel experiences to exclude
places that we perceive as unsafe and undesirable. 
Sometimes this is because the perception has not
caught up with reality.  Such was my realization during
a recent research trip to Nicaragua.  Once a civil war
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Zoom:  Will you two be
taking another trip sometime
with Zoom Vacations?  Where
would you like to go?

Greg:  Of course!
Always!!!  We are very
interested in the China,
South Africa and
Vietnam/Cambodia trips.
  
Read about our December
trip to South Africa

torn nation, Nicaragua has
become the darling of the
travel industry in Central
America.  
 
Recently named by Conde
Nast Traveller as one of the
Top 10 destinations to watch
in 2014 and considered a
safe haven in Central
America by The Economist,
Nicaragua possesses
abundant natural verdant
beauty, incredible volcanoes,
gorgeous beaches, UNESCO colonial towns, excellent
paved roads, lovely people, and up-and-coming gay-
friendly boutique to ultra luxury hotels, and is less than
a 2.5 hour flight from the USA. All of this at very
affordable prices.  Look for our upcoming trip to
Nicaragua!  
 
Email me and I will make sure that you are the first to
hear about this trip.
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