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Willie has been on Zoom
Vacations tours to Israel,
South Africa, India, Madrid,
and now Rio for Carnival. 
 
His incredible sense of humor
and his genuine love of
people and new experiences
make Willie an absolute blast
to have on a trip. So, as one
might expect, he really
kicked up his heels and had
the time of his life in Rio de
Janeiro.
 
Zoom:  Willie, you have
been on a number of trips
now.  What keeps you
coming back?
 
Willie:  All my needs are
taken care of during the trip,

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Vacations
Scotland Tour
Announced
 
Castles, kilts, and clans
are just some of the things
that come to mind when
one hears the word,
"Scotland." And if you
are gay, conjugality may

come to mind. Well, maybe not that word, but certainly
what it means, since Scotland recently legalized gay
marriage!

Scotland is unique for many reasons, but mainly
because of its rugged beauty. This is evidenced on the
terrain, in its architecture, cuisine and just about any
place else.

Few places in the world have such a rich and well-
preserved visual history. Its beautiful cities like
Edinburgh and its small villages and castles make
Scotland an architecture-buff's dream. Plus the
landscape is stunningly beautiful, the people
are exceptionally friendly, and its history is incredibly
fascinating.

In other words, Scotland has something for everyone,
and Zoom Vacations tour is giving you a taste of all of it,
including several things most tourists simply don't think
to do. 
 
Read more about this trip August 23-29, 2014 

Rio Carnaval Photos
Every year, Rio's Carnaval is
more spectacular than our
guests could imagine, and this
year was no different. 
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The Copacabana Palace
Magic Ball

Dazzling Jerusalem

even my last minutes
requests are managed and
when possible
accommodated based on
availability.  This type of
service allows me to enjoy
myself and have piece of
mind.
 
Zoom:  What's been your
favorite Zoom trip so far? 
 
Willie:  I have been on
several trips with Zoom and
have loved all of them for
different reasons. I must
admit that Rio Carnaval was
the best experience for me.
 
Zoom:  Was Carnaval what
you expected it would be?
 
Willie:  Honestly, I did not
know what to expect, I'm so
happy I was completed
surprised.
 
Zoom:  After being in Rio,
what do you think about it as
the location for the
Olympics?  
 
Willie:  An Olympic event
should be epic and
memorable, and Rio is
definitely both.
 
Zoom:  What was the benefit
of coming to Rio for Carnival
with Zoom? 
 
Willie:  The Zoom team and
local Rio Concierges are
masters at recognizing
travelers' needs.
   
Zoom:  What were your
impressions of the Samba
parade? 
 
Willie:  My experience at the
"Sambadrome" parade was
the highlight of the trip. I
could almost reach and touch
the Samba School dancers,
that's how close we sat
during the parade.  The

 
The Samba parade was over-
the-top, the beaches were
beautiful, and the parties were
like none other on Earth. 
 
It is truly a time and a place
where love and happiness rule
supreme. Pictures describe it
much better than we can, and
Zoom travelers, Willie Paulino
and Jim Roberts sent us some
of their favorites to add to our own.  
 
Enjoy the photos

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: Israel
 
Zoom Vacations®' trip to
Israel explores the
history, culture, cuisine,
and gay nightlife with
sensational guides, while
enjoying the finest hotels

throughout.  
 
While there are countless highlights, the tour culminates
in Tel Aviv for Gay Pride. That being said, Zoom's tour to
Israel is much more.
 
"I was so happy to find out Zoom was doing this trip,
and they did a wonderful job." 
 
~Ken from Boston, on Zoom Israel
 
  Read about our tour to Israel

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
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Chinese Dumplings

amount of work, passion and
pride that goes into each
school's presentation is like
nothing I have ever seen.
 
Zoom:  Even though it was
Carnival, were you ever able
to find a time and place to
just relax? 
 
Willie:  My relaxation took
place on Ipanema beach
while sipping Capiroskas
which are a vodka variation
of the local Capirinha.  The
balance of the Zoom
Vacations trip itinerary
allowed for plenty of leisure
time between activities.
 
Zoom:  We know from past
trips that you are a Foody.
Are there any memorable
dishes you can tell us about?
 
Willie:   My favorite dish at a
local Ipanema Restaurant,
Beach Sucos was the Grilled
Chicken, with Farofa, white
rice and Feijoada.  For me,
tasting the local flavors and
food completes the
experience when
traveling abroad.
 
Zoom:  Zoom's Joel Cabrera
led the trip.  Do you see why
people there call him the
foreign mayor of Rio? 
 
Willie: Absolutely.  As we
walked down the main street
"Farme de Amoede" amongst
large groups of Carioca's
singing and dancing, several
locals would stop Joel to say
hello even kissing and
hugging him, it was great to
watch.
 
Zoom:  Did it feel
particularly safe or unsafe? 
 
Willie:   I cannot say I ever
felt unsafe in Rio.  Using
common sense when abroad
is best practice.  It's  the

And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us 
 
Recipes from around the world,
tested by Zoom's very own
traveling gourmet, Marie-Noelle
in the Zoom Kitchen. 
 
Chinese Dumplings
 
Four years ago, a good friend
wanted to cook for my family as a
special thank you, and for hours,
she kept us out of my kitchen! She
prepared, fashioned, and cooked home-made dumplings.
What a treat! 
 
Last year, I joined a dumpling cooking class in Beijing and
came to recognize and appreciate my friend's efforts!
Dumplings are easy to make but the process is lengthy! (Tip:
hand-cut all the ingredients as finely as humanely possible
because machine-cut vegetables will give off too much water
and break the dough in the cooking process).
 
Invite your best compatible cooking friend to join you in
creating  these delicious dumplings and further invite friends
to come sample a delicious meal of dumplings, oriental soup,
and vegetables. Enjoy great company! Bon Appetit!
 

~Marie-Noelle
Get the recipe
 
Learn to make dumplings yourself on Zoom China, May 22 to
June 1, 2014.  Read more about this trip.

Zooming with Joel
  
Creating the most amazing trips in the world for a
discerning group of gays, their family and friends, is no
small feat.  Our travelers are well travelled and are
always wanting the latest, best, trendiest and most
sought after destination.  
 
As LGBT travelers we are used to being pioneers. With
that in mind Zoom scours the world not only for the
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same common sense I use
when back in the U.S. day to
day, even in my commute to
work.
 
 Read about Zoom Vacations'
next trip to Rio for Carnaval

most up and coming
destinations but for how to
take Zoomers there in
comfort, style and safety.  In
the last years Zoom has
flown to far away places like
Japan, South Africa,
Nicaragua, Mexico,
Colombia, and Brazil (usually
at the invitation of
governments ready to
welcome the gay traveller)
just to name a few, to meet
with hotels, and local guides,
to taste the local cuisine and find just the right place for
our Signature Zoom Events.  
 
Every Zoom destination is well researched personally by
me and or Bryan Herb, Zoom's co-owners.  No detail is
a mere coincidence.  No Zoom trip will be offered
without our seal of approval.
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