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James has been with Zoom
Vacations in Peru, Argentina,
and Rio de Janeiro.  He is
such a great traveler, and we
are so fortunate that he is
traveling with us again this
coming December in
southern Africa.
 
Zoom:  What was your
favorite part about your trips
to Peru, Argentina and Rio?

James:  Peru was the
experience of it all.  Being in

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

10 Lessons that "Frozen" Taught us About Travel
  
By Bryan Herb
  
It seems that the hit movie,
"Frozen" can be used to teach
us just about everything: the
importance of family, being
true to yourself, letting go, and
so much more. Not
surprisingly, it can also teach
us how to travel. Below are the
ten things about travel that
"Frozen" has taught me.

1. Let it go. Let it all go. Especially when on vacation,
leave your worries and stresses behind. Travel is a great
opportunity to see what you can do, to test the limits
and break through... your comfort zone.

2. Dress appropriately and be prepared for changes in
the weather. While it is unlikely that your chosen
destination will be suddenly plunged into a magical
frozen wonderland, you always want to be prepared for
changes in the weather, and in general, layering is key.
While packing, it makes more sense to pack a few thin
shirts or knit tops rather than one big bulky one. With
the right clothes, the cold won't bother you anyway.

3. Vacations are about fun and doing what you want. If
you want to build a snowman, then build a snowman,
and if you have to do it by yourself, then do it by
yourself.
 
Read on
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Are you ready for a life-
changing vacation?

Tandoori Chicken

such a spiritual place with a
group of amazing men and
women surrounded by the
beauty and magic of Machu
Picchu was such a wow.  The
impeccable planning made it
possible to savor every
moment of this beautiful
country. 
  
The Argentina trip offered a
mix of everything from
delicious farm to table food,
cultural events, shopping and
nightlife.  The best part of
Argentina is the lazy
meandering through the
neighborhoods of Buenos
Aires.  The city has a rich
history and you can literally
feel every part of it when
walking in the city - from the
rose colored Presidential
Palace to the opulent yet
fading beauty of the
municipal buildings to the
new gentrification of working
class neighborhoods where
unique boutiques sit side by
side with 200 year old
bodegas.  Buenos Aires was
once called the Paris of Latin
America and one can only
appreciate this when
traveling on foot. 
  
Regarding Rio, I could go on
for hours, but I'll just say
this.  No one does Rio like
Zoom Vacations.
 
Zoom:  How is a trip with
Zoom different than if you
did it by yourself?

James:  Zoom is an
experience.  Traveling alone
or in a small group is totally
different.  Zoom allows you
to see new cultures from a
local's perspective. And there
is an amazing community
that forms with each Zoom
trip. So whether it be
learning more deeply about
the culture through another
traveler who has studied it in

Experience the mystical
civilization of the lost Inca
empire while enjoying 5 star
hotels!  You will also spend time
in Lima, Cuzco, and the Sacred 
Valley.  
 
"Out Traveler" rated Zoom's trip
to Peru one of Ten trips to
change your life. 
 
Join Zoom Vacations in Peru,
and see why Machu Picchu
remains co-owner Bryan Herb's
favorite place in the world.
 

Read about our tour to Peru

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us  
  
Recipes from around the
world, tested by Zoom's very
own traveling gourmet,
Marie-Noelle in the Zoom
Kitchen. 
 
Tandoori Chicken
 
Choosing just one recipe that
represents India was challenging
because I love Indian food, and
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school to always having
someone to share a meal or
drink with, this translates
into a rich experience that is
about taking time to see,
experience, and meet new
people vs just taking in the
sights and checking off the
list.  
 
Zoom:  What is the best part
for you about traveling with a
group of gay men?

James:  The best part of this
is that for the most part we
have similar interests.  So in
the end I get to see and do
what I set out to do, and I
don't have to compromise as
I have done in the past when
traveling with those who
have a different agenda.
 
Zoom:  Have you made
friends on your trips with
Zoom, and have you stayed
in contact with them?

James:  I have made friends
from around the country on
these tours.  Taking a trip
with someone else can be a
real test of compatibility.
 This is probably the most
surprising part of the Zoom
experience.  That one can
enjoy a new culture and
conclude the trip with friends
and contacts who will stay
with you for many years to
come. 
 
Zoom:  What are you looking
forward to about the trip to
southern Africa?

James:  I am looking
forward to two things.  First
is the safari.  I have done
this just once before and it
was an experience like no
other.  To see nature's best
up close, in their own habitat
gives you a sense of
perspective that we are all
part of a greater whole and

there are so many wonderful options!
 
I thought it would be fun to ask two friends who are
also Indian food lovers and who have been to India with
Zoom to do a potluck. Cindy made the most amazing
vegetarian samosas. Gichelle brought a spicy mixed
vegetable dish. I cooked chicken tandoori. It was as
authentic as we could master and a lot of fun indeed.
 
As always, invite friends to come share a meal. Bon
Appetit! Get the recipe.
 
~Marie-Noelle
 
Become an expert on tandoori chicken and many other
local dishes on Zoom India, September 15-26, 2014.
 Read more about this trip.

Zooming with Joel
  
To Listen, or not to
Listen...
 
Before you take a trip, it is
always a good idea to talk to
friends who have been to the
destination, and pick their
brains for tips and ideas of
what to do, and the best
places to stay and eat.
Especially if you have a lot in
common with them, or travel
the same way, their advice
can be invaluable.
 
One word of caution.  When someone tells you the
name of a hotel where you just have to stay, or a
restaurant that is the best restaurant in town, you
always have to remember that destinations are not
static, and the latest and greatest thing to see when
you friend visited may not be the latest and greatest
thing now.
 
New hotels pop up or older properties go through
extensive renovations almost every year in virtually
every city in the world.
 
So, by all means, talk to your friends, but always stay
open to your own adventure.

 Quick Links
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there is such amazing life all
around us. The experience
(especially at the highly
regarded Singita) is the
ultimate luxury - where you
are far from the daily hustle
and bustle and can hit the
pause button to see life's
amazing beauty and
complexity and contemplate
one's place in the world.
 
Second is Cape Town.  This is
what I consider one of the
three major metropolitan
areas in Africa, and I would
venture to say Cape Town is
the soul of southern Africa.
 It's part historical museum
with the history of Mandela
very present, part wine
country with world class
vineyards less than one hour
away, and part jet set beach
city in the spirit of Miami and
Barcelona. 
  
Read about our December
trip to South Africa
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