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Ken and Diego embodied
the hallmarks of great
travelers. Since they were
always open to new things,
they went with the flow,
absorbing every experience
and appreciating every
aspect of the tour.  This
week, Ken and Diego sat
down to talk about their
experiences in China.
 
Zoom:  How did you hear
about Zoom Vacations?  
 
Ken:  We first found out
about Zoom a couple of
years ago by googling gay
travel companies. We'd been
waiting for the timing to be
right to take our first Zoom
trip.
 
Zoom:  What made you

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Discerning Fact from Fiction in "Dangerous
Destinations"
  
By Bryan Herb
  
As we design custom itineraries
for travelers to destinations all
over the world, it is often very
amusing to hear the ideas
people have about different
destinations before arriving at
the destination. I remember
one time I was in Rio de
Janeiro, spending a relaxing,
fun-filled day on Ipanema beach, and when I got to my
phone, I discovered that it was flooded with texts and
emails from people asking if I was OK. I stood in my
hotel room, in my swimsuit, still dripping from ocean
water, and instantly began surfing the web to see what
was going on, what I was missing.

Friends told me that a tour bus was hijacked in Rio, and
several passengers had been killed. In reality, there is
Rio the city which is inside Rio the state, and this bus
had indeed been hijacked, but it was in Rio the state,
much more than an hour from where I was, and it wasn't
a tourist bus, nor in an area any tourist would ever visit.
Someone had indeed died: one of the highjackers, due to
police fire. Upon hearing the facts, still friends said,
"well, there was still a highjacking. Rio isn't safe".
 
Does this mean we should just be cavalier about visiting
any destination in the world, without concern for safety?
No, just the opposite. You should exercise extra caution
in any destination that isn't familiar to you, whether at
home or abroad, but do not let this limit the places you
are willing to visit.  
 
Read on
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Ipanema Beach

want to take a trip to China?

Diego:  Any person who is
serious about traveling the
world has to put China on
the list at some point. China
came up on our list after
we'd checked off most of the
destinations closer to our
own cultural and linguistic
worlds. We weren't initially
in a big rush to make the
trip, but then opportunities
arose. 
 
Zoom:  Was China how you
expected it would be?

Ken:  One of the great
things about this trip was
our almost total ignorance
of China going into it. We
had only the most basic
expectations: Great Wall,
Forbidden City, etc.  And
rather than try to educate
ourselves with a crash
course in Chinese history,
art, geography and politics,
we decided simply to put
ourselves in the capable
hands of the Zoom staff and
let them open our eyes to a
different world. And it
worked out beautifully.
 
Zoom:  What makes China
a great destination to visit?

Diego:  If you want to know
what's so great about China,
you can start by reading the
full itinerary of our tour.
Every city and village we
visited, every show we saw,
and every landmark we
marveled at was remarkable
and memorable. Then there
were the hundreds of
unscripted moments that
make up the best part of
traveling:  the fog-shrouded
Great Wall practically
deserted but for us; the
gaggles of giggling
teenagers mobbing us for
photos just because they're

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: Rio
 
Sun-seekers have long had Rio
de Janeiro on their minds, with
its miles of beaches, tropical
forests, and bikini-clad locals. 

 
But now the World Cup has placed Brazil and especially
Rio at center stage.  In addition to the World Cup games,
we have also all had the opportunity to see loads of
footage from this destination.
 
Surely you will agree, Rio de Janeiro dazzles.  The world
is full of beautiful places, but perhaps no other city
matches Rio in terms of its unique location, nestled
within dramatic peaks along the ocean, abounding with
lush greenery.
 
If you are wondering if Rio is as beautiful as it is depicted
on TV, the short answer is, "absolutely."  The better
answer is, "Join Zoom Vacations in Rio, and let us show
you how TV footage doesn't even do the Ciudad
Maravillosa (Marvelous City) justice. 
 
Read about our tour to Rio for New Years

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us  
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Pisco Sour

fascinated by tall
Westerners;  the  rainbow
over Shang-hai's Bund; the
adventures and
misadventures of Chinese
cuisine: fried jellyfish is
strangely delicious; durian
fruit lives up to its dreadful
reputation; no comment on
pig knuckle aspic.  Every
day brought these
moments, and they make
the best memories. 
 
Zoom:  Were there any
surprises that Zoom
provided that added to your
experience?

Diego:  Everything was so
well thought out and
perfectly executed, it's hard
to pinpoint specifics.  The
total absence of snafus was
definitely remarkable, but
not surprising considering
how carefully you guys
planned the tour. 
 
Zoom:  Was there a benefit
to going with Zoom as
opposed to going on  your
own?
 
Ken:  While we're pretty
confident traveling on our
own, we would never
consider going it alone in
China. A tour of China
succeeds or fails on the
strength of the local guides
and on the thoroughness of
the advance planning of
food and lodging. The main
reason we chose Zoom for
this trip was its great
reputation for providing top-
notch hotels and dining. We
were confident that Zoom
would handle all of the
logistics and pamper us the
whole way, leaving us
nothing to do except soak it
all in and have a good time. 
 
And that's exactly how it
worked out. One key to

Recipes from around the
world, tested by Zoom's very
own traveling gourmet,
Marie-Noelle in the Zoom
Kitchen. 
  
Perfecting the Pisco Sour
  
Most travelers who visit Peru will
at some point or another enjoy a
Pisco Sour, but most likely, they
will enjoy many.
  
Pisco Sours are said to have originated in Lima, Peru in
the 1920s, and were invented by Victor Vaughen Morris,
an American bartender.  Others believe the popular drink
comes from Chile.  Both countries claim it as their
national drink, and both can vouch for its tastiness.   
  
The name comes from its base liquor, pisco and the
drink's citrus component, usually lime juice. It is quite
easy to make, as you will see from the directions below.
 
Ingredients:
2 cups ice cubes
1/2 cup pisco
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup white sugar
1 egg white
bitters
 
Directions:
Place ice cubes, pisco, lemon juice, sugar, and egg white
in a blender. Blend on high speed until finely crushed.
Pour into two glasses, garnish with a dash of bitters, and
enjoy.
  
Become an expert on Pisco Sours and many local dishes
on Zoom Peru, November 22-29, 2014.  Read more
about this trip.

Zooming with Joel
  
China, the time is now
 
Human beings are instinctively obsessed with the past
and future, life and death, the yin and the yang. These
reasons are why China is such a fascinating place to visit
at the moment. 
 
I just returned from China and was once again reminded
why it is a country that shows you much about your past
and gives us a glimpse of how the future will look.   So
much of what we eat, do, think, and how we live today

http://www.zoomvacations.com/peru.htm?utm_source=JulyNewsletter2014&utm_campaign=July+14+newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Zoom's success is the size of
the group. Our group was
11, which was an ideal
number -- big enough to be
efficient but small enough to
be intimate. And we can't
stress enough what a
pleasure it was to have
Zoom's owner, Joel along as
our fearless leader... or
camp counsellor.... or social
worker.... or whatever role
he happened to be playing
that day. His presence had a
lot to do with the group's
cohesion. It's hard to
imagine how different the
trip would have been
without him. 
 
Zoom:  How did you like
traveling as part of a gay
group? 
 
Diego:  We love traveling
with gay groups. The
automatic comfort of being
around people of similar
background and experience
alleviates so much of the
stress of traveling,
especially traveling in the
more exotic parts of the
world.   Everyone in our
group was friendly and kind,
and I'm sure we'll be friends
with some of them for years
to come. 
 
Zoom:  Will you be taking
another trip with Zoom?
 
Ken:  Definitely!  Probably
the Jordan and Israel trip
next June. Can't wait!      
 
Read about our trip to Israel
in June

took root in China many
years ago.  For instance,
pasta has been incorporated
into many of the world's
delicious cuisines and without
which many of the
scrumptious Italian dishes
would not be the same; paper
which lead to books, printing
and a vehicle by which to
educate; silk which is
omnipresent in fashion and
house wears; iron and steel
which is found in almost
everything we use today and without which we could not
build skyscrapers, large ships and bridges and other
important structures; porcelain dishes on which we eat
today; Buddhism's various philosophies such as
Buddhism and feng shui.
 
China is one of the most ancient civilizations in the
world.  While the Chinese are proud of their legacy, they
are busy creating a new future for themselves and the
world.  China is changing so quickly that the China we
know today will probably be a different place in our
lifetime.   The Chinese thinking is also changing almost
as quickly as the urban landscape.  Every time I return
to Beijing and Shanghai I am amazed by the newest
skyscraper and the ever present cranes, which guides
love to refer to as China's new national bird.  China is
also taking steps to decrease pollution in Beijing which is
a source of a lot of discussion.
 
China is a fascinating country.  The time to go is now.
Zoom Vacations recently upgraded all hotel offerings in
China with the best service and locations at each
destination.  Check out the detailed itinerary and you will
see why.
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