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Peru, pals, and a proposal:
Terry and Andy's vacation
started with an incredible
tour of the cultural hearts of
Peru with two of their best
friends and 25 new ones. It
ended with a magical
wedding proposal on Machu
Picchu.
 
Zoom:  What made you
decide to take this particular
trip with Zoom Vacations?
 
Andy:  We've been thinking
about going to Machu Picchu
for quite some time and
while doing our research we

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Meditation on Your Vacation
 
As you talk to people about
meditation, you may notice
that they seem to fall into one
of two camps: those who think
it is "new age" "woo-woo" or
"weird", and those who believe
it is one of the best ways to
keep yourself happy, healthy,
sane, optimistic, and focused.
It is also a huge stress reliever.
However, again, many people
don't do it because of various
connotations that they have
with the word, "meditation." I
have one thing to say to these people: You're doing it
already. 
 
Read on...

Zoom Vacations
Rio New Years
Photos
 
We've said it before, and it
is worth repeating: there is
simply no place in the
world like Rio for New
Years.  It's hot, sunny, and
sexy, and the fireworks on

Copacabana Beach at midnight are truly spectacular!
 
If you missed our tour to Rio for New Years, you can still
escape the cold and join us for Carnaval, where you will
attend one of the greatest Celebrations in the world!
 
See the photos from this year's trip 
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Zooming through the rainforest

found Zoom Vacation's Peru
itinerary. The trip itinerary
sounded great, the timing
was right and we had heard
really good things about
Zoom Vacations so
everything aligned just right. 
 
Zoom:  Machu Picchu was
recently named one of the 7
New Wonders of the World.
After being there, do you feel
it deserves this distinction? 
 
Terry:  Definitely! You see all
of the beautiful pictures
online and in books but you
don't really appreciate how
special it is until you are
standing among the ruins. 
 
Zoom:  You came on the trip
with other friends. Were you
still able to mingle and make
new ones? 
 
Andy:  We sure did. We
always have that "I wonder
what the people will be like"
moment before we start
group travel but this was a
very fun and friendly group
of people and we've made
some great new friends. Oh,
and "Go, Pumas!"
 
Zoom:  What was your
favorite moment from the
trip? 
 
Andy:  Other than proposing
on Machu Picchu, it had to be
finishing the climb to the top
of Huayna Picchu, the
mountain that towers some
2,000 feet over Machu
Picchu. In addition to the
sense of accomplishment you
experience, the views from
there are absolutely
breathtaking. 
 
Zoom:  Speaking of the
proposal, was this planned
beforehand? 
 
Andy:  We were using this

Read about our tour to Rio for Carnaval

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: Costa
Rica
 
Zoom Vacations has been
offering tours to Costa
Rica since we first started
our company ten years
ago.

 
What gives this trip the Zoom Difference:
 
Zoom uses the best vehicles and drivers to transport us
throughout Costa Rica.  
 
Our welcome hotel is one of Costa Rica's best kept
secrets.  Upon arrival, you will enjoy a poolside cocktail
reception nestled in the rainforest.
 
Optionally, guests can choose to raft one of the world's
top 5 whitewater rafting adventures.
 
Zoom takes you to private beaches unknown by the
general public.
 
"Thanks for putting together a terrific trip in Costa Rica
for everyone.  It was great to just sit back and know
that we were all in your capable and thinking-way-
ahead hands."
~Stephen, NYC
 
Read about our tour to Costa Rica

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
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The freshest of ingredients

trip as a belated celebration
for our 10th anniversary but
I had no idea that Terry was
planning to propose at Machu
Picchu. 
 
Terry:  I had been thinking
for a while about how special
it would be to propose to
Andy there.  I kept waiting
for the perfect moment but I
got nervous and it all came
out in a rush...which was
perfect after all!
   
Zoom:  How was the food
during the trip? 
 
Terry:  We really enjoyed
the food throughout the trip!
Additionally, the menus were
always flexible enough to
please those with both less
and more adventurous
palates. 
 
Zoom:  What surprised you
about Peru? 
 
Andy:  Machu Picchu is the
highlight but there is so
much more to see in Peru
than we expected. For
example, Cusco has a lot of
charm and we very much
enjoyed spending time
there. 
  
Zoom:  Was November a
good time to be in Peru? 
 
Terry:  It was a perfect time
of the year to be there! 
We had excellent weather,
especially during our days in
Machu Picchu.
 
Zoom:  How were the
hotels? 
 
Andy:  All of them were top
notch. Our favorite, overall,
was the Aranwa Resort & Spa
but it's difficult to beat the
common areas of the
Hotel Monasterio in Cusco or
the setting of the Inkaterra

Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us 
 
Recipes from around the world,
tested by Zoom's very own
traveling gourmet, Marie-Noelle
in the Zoom Kitchen. 
 
Food has always been an essential
part of the experiences we create
at Zoom Vacations.  We dine at
incredible restaurants, and many of
our tours include cooking parties
using the finest local ingredients.
 
Often we come back from these tours, craving the dishes we
had on tour.  And this is where Zoom's Marie-Noelle comes
in.  Quite the chef herself, Marie-Noelle takes the recipes we
bring back and tries them out for herself, often substituting
hard-to-find items for easier to come by ingredients back
home.  
 
For each month of 2014 our newsletter we will include on of
our favorite dishes from our travels, tried and tested by
Marie-Noelle herself.  
 

Zooming with Joel
  
Zoom Highlights from
2013
  
It was a busy year for me
and the Zoom team. I
traveled a total of 161,014
miles, the equivalent of over
6 times around the world, on
69 flights and a mega yacht
 to 31 countries.  
 
In addition to the scheduled
tours we offered all year,
2013 had a few highlights that made it particularly
special.
 
A couple on Zoom Peru got engaged on Machu Picchu
(read about them in our Featured Travelers section).  
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Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel in
Aguas Calientes.
 
Zoom:  Where will you go
next with Zoom Vacations? 
 
Terry:  South America was a
new continent for us so
perhaps we should continue
the adventure in Asia since
we've never vacationed
there. We are definitely
looking forward to another
trip with Zoom!
 
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next trip to Peru

 
We celebrated many birthday celebrations, honeymoons
and long term relationships in exotic locations around
the world on Zoom Southern Africa and our Zoom
cruise.  And for the first time, broke the Zoom record for
longest lunch (6 hours) of eating, laughing and imbibing
on Zoom Argentina.
  
Zoom's Marie-Noelle Marechal was invited to attend a
travel convention in China to get new ideas for
upcoming Zoom China tours.
  
I received a very exclusive invitation to attend the
International Luxury Travel Market Americas in Mexico,
where I met one-to-one with the best travel luxury
hotels and suppliers and industry leaders from around
the world with whom we will partner to continue
developing the bespoke experiences you have come to
expect from Zoom Vacations.  I then continued my
research to Mexico City and the West Coast of Mexico on
a most luxurious Four Season educational trip where
they pulled all the stops.  They know that our clients
only want the best, so they gave me a big taste of it.
  
Zoom's Bryan Herb and I researched the Orient Express
Luxury train, the Royal Scotsman, through Scotland,
and made great connections with London hoteliers for
future trips. 
 
Bryan attended the largest tourism convention in Africa
as the guest of the South African government, and
continued on to Botswana and South Africa to research
upcoming group and private tours in some of the world's
top lodges.
  
Zoom Vacations acquired its adorable new mascot, Ms.
Buddha-Licious, a rescue puppy who reminds us every
day what it means to give and accept unconditional
love.
  
Bryan led a lively educational panel discussion on travel
to Asia at the International Gay and Lesbian Travel
Convention in Chicago with guests from all over the
world attending.
  
Team Zoom raised over $7,000 for the American Cancer
Society, by participating in the Chicago Marathon.

Zoom Notes
  
Only Two Blue Train tickets left for Zoom Southern
Africa, 2014
Click here for more information
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Rio Carnival Sambadromo Tickets now available!
Contact Joel for more information
 
Premium Voyager Class from only $2600 round
trip on Zoom Southern Africa    
Contact Joel for more information
 
Business Class as low as $1600 round trip on
Zoom Peru, 2014
Contact Joel for more information
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