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Patrick came on Zoom Peru
as a single traveler, but after
the first day one would have
guessed that he came with
dozens of best friends.  As
one of the easiest people to
hang out with, Patrick was
such a fun traveler as well,
always open for anything,
with the friendliest smile any
time of day.  We talked with
Patrick recently about his trip
to Peru with Zoom Vacations.

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Top Ten Biggest Travel Mistakes
People Make
 
Knowing how to travel well
usually isn't something you are
born with.  It often takes
learning from a few mistakes
here and there to become a
pro. Just like elsewhere in life,
the key is to not repeat the
same mistakes, and to learn
from those who have gone
before you.  The following are
the top ten mistakes I often
see people make as well as
tips on how to avoid them.
 
1. Cutting it too close. You
know what's worse than getting to the airport too early
and having too much free time at the airport? Not
arriving in time and missing your flight. Even if you cut
it close and still make your flight, this is an
unnecessarily stressful way to start any trip. Tip: Think
about this differently. Come to the airport prepared with
things to do, and use this as some uninterrupted time to
enjoy yourself with your favorite book or game, or as a
time to get some work done.
 
2. Overpacking. Very, very, very rarely do I hear people
complaining about under packing. When they do wish
they had brought something, nine times out of ten it is
something they simply forgot, not something they
decided not to bring. However, overpacking keeps you
less organized, as you wade through things you don't
need to find the one thing you do. Then, of course there
is the extra weight you will be lugging around. All of this
just adds stress, nothing more. But what is more
stressful is that you will have less room in your bags to
bring back things purchased abroad. Tip: Put everything
you are thinking of packing on your bed, and then
remove a third of it.
 
Read on...
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Same Gender Marriage Comes to
Scotland

Up close tour of the famous Terra
Cotta Warriors

 
Zoom:  What made you
decide to take this particular
trip with Zoom Vacations?
 
Patrick:  I had made some
big changes recently, with a
move and the end to a very
long relationship, and wanted
to move on to another
chapter of life and so thought
a trip to some exotic place
with some friendly gays
might just do the trick.  
 
Zoom:  Machu Picchu was
recently named one of the 7
New Wonders of the World.
After being there, do you feel
it deserves this distinction? 
 
Patrick: Yes, it was definitely
a magical and spiritual place.
 I felt some sense of calm
and peace in this beautifully
unique place.
 
Zoom:  What was your
favorite moment from the
trip?
 
Patrick:  Being on board the
Orient Express train both to
and from Machu Picchu and
having that time to connect
and reflect with a group of
truly amazing and special
people...that for me made
the trip.
 
Zoom:  Did you make new
friends on the trip? Have you
stayed in contact with them? 
 
Patrick:  I am happy so say
that I did make new friends
and the group of people that
I shared this experience with
were all so different and
interesting and fun! I do
keep in touch, and hope to
for a long time.
 
Zoom:  A lot of people come
to Peru for Machu Picchu.
What were your other
favorite places you visited

Zoom Vacations
Congratulates
Scotland
 
Scotland has become the
17th country to legalize
same-gender marriage.

 The bill, which allows
same-gender weddings to

take place in Scotland, passed overwhelmingly with 
a vote of 105 to 18 in Scotland's parliament.  
 
The first weddings there are due to take place from
March 29, in time for Zoom Vacations' tour of Scotland,
which will be announced next week.  

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: China
 
See firsthand the Terra
Cotta Warriors, ascend
the Great Wall of China,
explore the nightlife of
Beijing and Shanghai,
visit charming villages,
and enjoy the best

cuisine and service for which China is famous!
 
What gives this trip the Zoom Difference:
 
Activities are varied to give you an exciting, well-
rounded exploration of China.
 
Our 5 star hotels ensure plenty of 
pampering and a great night's sleep so you will get the
most out of each  day.
 
Our gay-friendly guides are passionate, experienced,
and knowledgeable.  
 
We take you to off-the-beaten-path sites and
restaurants frequented by stylish locals, but unknown to
most tourists.
 
Multi-sensory, hands-on exploration provides memories
that will last forever.
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Breakfast in Bed in
Vietnam

with Zoom in Peru?
 
Patrick:  The city of Cusco
was interesting, but I have to
say that most of the dinners
that we had
together (especially the last
one and the two on the train)
were fun experiences!
   
Zoom:  On the trip, we
learned that you have a
teenage son.  Do you think
that Peru is a good
destination for gay families? 
 
Patrick:  Yes.  I wish I had
taken my son actually.  I
think it would have been fun
to have shared this
experience with him.  I think
it would have been nice to
see his reactions to Machu
Picchu, and he would have
gotten a kick out of being
with all the fun people! I will
definitely take him one day. 
 
Zoom:  What do you think is
a common misperception
about Peru or its history?  
 
Patrick:  I have no idea.  I
kind of went to Peru with
very little knowledge about
the country aside from what
I've seen in pics of Machu
Picchu.  I found a country
with a beautiful culture and
kind, generous people.
  
Zoom:  Did you do any
shopping in Peru?
 
Patrick:   I'm gay, but I'm
not a big shopper.  I kind of
like just living in the
experience rather than
searching for that
perfect memento.
 
Zoom:  How were the
hotels? 
 
Patrick:  The hotels were
wonderful!  To me the beds
are important and they all

 
Nightly entertainment invites you into China's customs,
culture, and history.
 
Guests visit the biggest cities and the smallest towns in
this comprehensive tour.
 
Enjoy cocktails on the lesser visited Mutianyu section of
the Great Wall. 
 
"We truly felt like royalty throughout our trip. You really
outdid yourselves, and we are ready for our next Zoom
Vacation!" 
~Ophelia from San Juan, on Zoom China
 
 Read about our tour to China

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us 
 
Recipes from around the world,
tested by Zoom's very own
traveling gourmet, Marie-Noelle
in the Zoom Kitchen. 
 
Vietnamese Beef Pho

This recipe is very easy to make
and is a meal in itself. I suggest
you prepare the broth the night
before and let it sit so that the fat
that rises to the top can be
skimmed more easily the next day. 
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had good beds!  I loved the
Inkaterra hotel in Machu
Picchu, by far my favorite!
 
Zoom:  Where will you go
next with Zoom Vacations? 
 
Patrick:  I would love to go
to India or on a small cruise
to Croatia or Turkey.
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next trip to Peru

 
Try to get bones with no more than 25% marrow or the
broth will be too fatty. You can be as creative as you want
when assembling the garnishes; you may add pre cooked
mushrooms, jalapeño peppers, or any hot sauce of your
choice. I served a platter of steamed baby bok choy on the
side and this was a welcome addition. 
 
This recipe or its variations is always a success and provides
a great conversation starter for friends and family around
the dinner table. Bon appétit!
 

~Marie-Noelle
Get the recipe
 
Learn to make a variety of Vietnamese dishes on Zoom
Vietnam, March 9-17.  Read more about this trip.

Zooming with Joel
  
Each time a country legalizes
same-gender marriage, I get
many emails asking me for
the countries in which it is
recognized.  So, on the heals
of Scotland's exciting
announcement...
  
Countries where same-
gender marriage is legal:

Scotland (2014)
England (2013)
Wales (2013)
France (2013)
New Zealand (2013)
Uruguay (2013)
Denmark (2012)
Argentina (2010)
Portugal (2010)
Iceland (2010)
Sweden (2009)
Norway (2009)
South Africa (2006)
Spain (2005)
Canada (2005)
Belgium (2003)
The Netherlands (2000)

Email me which country will be the next to legalize
same-gender marriage, and if you are correct, I will
send you Zoom Bucks worth $100 off your next Zoom
Vacation.
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A Zoom Traveler Enjoys the
Baths at Virgin Gorda

Caribbean Yacht Voyage
Announced

What better way to deal with
the cold and snow than to
escape it altogether!  As North
America endures one of the
harshest winters in recent
memory, it's the perfect time
to look ahead and plan a
winter getaway so that next
year you will be guaranteed a
break.

Zoom Vacations' all-inclusive mega-yacht voyage,
December 6-13 is a consistent favorite of our Zoom
Alumni, and with good reason. Once you step foot on
the yacht, you are pampered to the extreme by
genuinely attentive staff, while enjoying gourmet meals,
full open bar, and water toys all week long.

Visit small and unique Caribbean ports such as Jost Van
Dike, St. Thomas, and St. Bart's while enjoying the
relaxed atmosphere and comfortable opulence on our
luxury yacht.
 
Read more about this trip
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