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Featured Traveler:
Bob from Miami 

To know Bob is to love him,
and few can match his
charm, quit wit, and positive
attitude.  On our recent trip
to Peru, it was fun and
perhaps even inspiring to
watch Bob in action,
dazzling the locals and
making everyone who
encountered him feel
special.
 
Zoom:  What were you
looking forward to, or
hoping to get out of this
trip?
 
Bob: I was most interested
in seeing Machu Picchu as I
have read about it and have

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Rio Copa Ball Theme Announced:
Gay Twenties!
The legendary Magic Ball at the
Copacabana Palace Hotel has
finally been announced.  This is
the most glamorous party in Rio
the entire year, and certainly
the most over-the-top during
Carnaval.  The question is:  Is it
worth taking off a bathing suit
and stepping into a luxury
costume or black tie for men or
gown for women? Is it worth all
the hype?  Is it worth the
cost? Are gay people in
attendance?  The answer to all these is a resounding
SIM!  That means YES in Portuguese.   
 
The Magic Ball is probably the most coveted in Brazil.
This is where everyone that loves glamour comes to
party - whether rich and famous or famously
"whatever"; if you have a ticket you will be rubbing
shoulders with "who knows who". There is none grander
than the Magic Ball, yet the atmosphere is relaxed
and surprisingly gay.  There is an air of celebration all
night long from 11 PM - 4 AM.  This year's theme, "The
Gay 20's" takes us back to an era when the
newly emancipated suffragettes-turned-flappers listened
to jazz, smoked, drank, and flaunted their excessive
behavior in clubs and in public. Definitely an ideal theme
for this year's party!
 
The festivities commence with open bar, where
champagne flows freely all night long.  A live band plays
in the Golden Room and on the terrace, while a delicious
traditional Carnival Buffet dinner, prepared by
Copacabana Palace Executive Chef Luiz Incao, lasts until
the wee hours in the main salons. Ticket prices start at
$1,299 per person. And yes, it's worth every Brazilian
real!

Read more about our tour to Rio for Carnaval.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/riocarnival.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK8
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK10
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK12
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK14
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK18
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1118742435024.html#LETTER.BLOCK20
http://www.zoomvacations.com/peruapril.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/riocarnival.htm


One of many reindeer we
met on Zoom Scandinavia

2012

One of the first vistas of
Machu Picchu that you will

see upon entering

heard people who have been
there praise it. Happily, I
was not disappointed.
 
Zoom:  What was the
benefit of taking this trip
with Zoom Vacations, versus
going on your own?
 
Bob:  There were many
benefits.  Zoom handling all
the arrangements so
perfectly and choosing the
best hotels and restaurants
is the most obvious. They
also choose wonderful local
guides. And very important
is the camaraderie of group
travel with like minded
people. 
 
Zoom:  Tell us about your
top highlights of the trip.
 
Bob:  I was very impressed
with Lima.  I am a fan of big
cities and Lima did not
disappoint.  It was more
modern and sophisticated
than I imagined it would be.
The train trips to and from
Machu Picchu were a
wonderful taste of luxury
and glamour. And of course
Machu Picchu was
incredible.
 
Zoom:  You came with a
few friends.  Were you able
to spend quality time with
them, and were you still
able to get to know other
people?
 
Bob:  Absolutely! It was so
easy to make new friends as
we shared common
experiences. I am confident
that I will be seeing two of
them soon as they live a
little more than an hour and
fifteen minutes away here in
Florida.
 
Zoom:  An essential part of
the Zoom Vacations
experience is our guides, as

Zoom Vacations Gift Certificates
are now Available for the Holidays 

Can't decide what to get for that
special traveler in your life for the
holidays? Let them decide, with a
gift certificate from Zoom
Vacations!
 
Zoom Vacations offers gift
certificates in various
denominations. Plus, we will
include a stylish leather Zoom
document holder with the gift
certificate, to make a
beautiful presentation!
  

Contact bryan@zoomvacations.com to create your
certificate, and wow your loved one this holiday season!

Zoom Peru Photos
Zoom's trip to Peru is as
popular today as it was the first
time we offered it, about 10
years ago.  As new hotels,
restaurants, and excursion are
offered, some things have
changed since the first tour,
allowing us to always take
advantage of the best
restaurants, hotels, etc. The
tour runs so smoothly that the
core components have
remained the same, offering
our travelers a seamless
experience in this incredible
destination.

See a selection of photos from our tour

 From our Blog  

Thanksgiving Around the
World
 
Thanksgiving at Zoom Vacations

http://www.zoomvacations.com/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157649580843945/
mailto:bryan@zoomvacations.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157649580843945/


Zoom Vacations surprised
our guests with a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner in Peru

you mentioned earlier. Did
our guides on this tour meet
your expectations and add
to the experience?
 
Bob:  Both of them were
absolutely charming!!
Knowledgeable and friendly.
Everything one could hope
for in a guide.
 
Zoom:  You also mentioned
that you liked the hotels,
your home away from
home.  Do you feel we made
good hotel choices?
 
Bob: Without hesitation I
can easily say that I have
never stayed in so many
wonderful hotels in one trip.
Absolutely first rate by any
measure: setting, amenities,
and rooms.
 
Zoom:  Peruvian cuisine has
taken center stage, globally.
 Did it live up to the hype?
 
Bob: Without question the
food and the restaurants
that prepared the meals
were fabulous. Comparable
to anything in the US and
France.
 
Zoom:  There is a lot of
history presented on this
tour. Did it ever get boring?
 What did you find
interesting?
 
Bob: Most interesting to me
was the honesty in which
guides explained what was
conjecture and theory
versus what was actually
known as fact. It was never
boring. 
 
Zoom:  We know you love
art. Did you seen anything
that particularly inspired
you?
 
Bob: Two venues: the
"street" art so colorful and

has not been a very
"traditional" holiday, to say the
least.  Generally, we spend
Thanksgiving Dinner on a
luxury dining train through the
Andes in Peru.

In the US, the Thanksgiving
tradition has evolved to
represent a time to share with
friends and family, eat copious
amounts of food, and toast the
many wonderful blessings each
of us has to be grateful
for...from a special person to a
satisfying career, from a new

car or home to a perfectly behaved pet. Here at Zoom,
we are especially grateful for the opportunity to share in
similar traditions in many of the places we visit! 

Various countries around the world have their own
holidays and celebrations of gratitude, especially
gratitude for an abundant harvest, and many of them
predate Thanksgiving in America.

 Read on

Zooming with Joel

Several Countries Expedite
their Visa Procedures

Zooming around the world to
places like India, Myanmar, and
southern Africa just got easier
for citizens of 40 plus countries
including Australia, Canada and
the USA:  

For India, you no longer have to
go to an India consulate to apply
for a visa.  As of November 27, 2014, you may now
apply for and get a tourist visa-on-arrival (TVoA) online,
entitling you to enter India anytime within 30 days of the
approval. The electronic travel authorization, which will
be in the form of an email received from the Indian
authorities, will entitle you to a 30-day stay in India.  On
arrival, simply present the authorization to the
immigration authorities who will then stamp the
entry into the country.

For Myanmar, a country with few consulates around the
world, a simple online registration, which takes between
7-10 days to approve, is definitely the easiest way

http://www.zoomvacations.com/blog.htm#nov272014
http://www.zoomvacations.com/blog.htm#nov272014
http://www.zoomvacations.com/india.htm
http://www.zoomvacations.com/myanmar.htm


inventive and the art in the
Cathedral that was
"amended" to local beliefs
and customs.
 
Zoom:  Would you
recommend this tour to your
friends?
 
Bob:  Without reservation!
And I know that several if
not all participants feel the
same.
 
Zoom:  Where would you
like to go next with Zoom
Vacations?
 
Bob:  I fully expect to go on
the India trip next year.
 
Zoom:  India is a truly
magical destination, indeed.
 Hey, is there anything else
you would like to add?
 
Bob:  Just to say that Zoom
provides an incredible travel
experience. This was my
second trip.
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to India
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to Peru in April 

to apply for a tourist visa.  It costs $50, and like the
India visa, you will receive an emailed pre-approval letter
confirmation that can be presented on arrival and the
visa stamp placed on your passport.

For Southern Africa, it gets even easier to see this
culturally rich region.  As of November 28, 2014, you can
now receive a UNIVISA upon arrival in Zambia
or Zimbabwe.  The UNIVISA costs $50 and will be valid
for 30 days, as long as you remain within Zambia and
Zimbabwe for hotel overnight purposes.  It also
covers Botswana and Namibia day trips without the
added cost of a visa fee to those countries.  At a later
stage other popular tourist destinations such as
Mozambique, Tanzania, Seychelles, Mauritius and
Madagascar are expected to be added to the list of
UNIVISA participants.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.

 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.
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