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Sanjay has traveled with
Zoom Vacations to a number
of destinations, and now it
was time to join us on Zoom
Israel and Jordan. But were
these countries ready for
Sanjay?

Zoom: You were with Zoom
Vacations in Brazil,
Argentina, Peru, and most
recently Israel. What did the
trips have in common?

Sanjay: Every detail was
thought through and is

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Team Zoom Runs
for a Cause
 
Zoom Vacations was a proud
sponsor of the Proud to Run race
in Chicago, and our large team
of Zoom travelers and straight
allies had an excellent race!
 
The Proud to Run race benefited
several not-for-profit

organizations, including Test Positive Aware Network and
LGBT youth support organizations such as About Face
Theatre and The Night Ministry.

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: Vietnam
and Cambodia
 
Few countries in the world offer
as much intrigue and surprise as
Vietnam and Cambodia. While

touring these destinations, one learns to expect the
unexpected, and to simply be impressed at every turn.  

 These are countries that abound with superlatives. You
will see some of the world's most beautiful scenery, eat
some of the world's most inventive cuisine, and visit
some of the world's most mystifying archeological sites.
 
See firsthand ancient Angkor Wat (the largest religious
building in the world), visit stunning China Beach, cruise
picturesque Halong Bay, shop the silk lantern-lit streets
of Hoi An and so much more.  This trip will be led by
Zoom Owner, Joel Cabrera.
 
Read about this tour
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Bryan Herb in the cockpit
of a 767 Simulator

meticulously planned. Hotel
and restaurant selection was
fab. I also got to see culture
in every city that you don't
get on a cruise or all
inclusive resort.

Zoom: What has made you
come back to Zoom
Vacations?

Sanjay: I have a high
stress job and family
responsibilities that
sometimes can be all
consuming. Not having to
plan and still getting the
best of sites, food, and
accommodations appeals to
me. 

Additionally, I like the type
of folks that you attract.
They are from different
walks of life but have similar
perspectives on these trips.

Zoom: What was your
highlight from each trip?

Sanjay: Argentina:
Everything about Evita.
Oops, I am out of the closet
now, and Iguazu Falls. In
Brazil it was probably the
Brazilian men. In Peru it was
Machu Picchu and Cusco,
and In Israel: Israeli men,
Tel Aviv, and Jerusalem.

Zoom: How was the food in
each destination? Was it
what you expected?

Sanjay: I loved the choice
of restaurants - so many to
mention and some personal
surprises that you arranged
for us in each trip. The
surprises were also some of
my highlights.

Zoom: What do you like
about traveling as part of a
gay group?

Sanjay: There is a strong

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

The 123s of Flying a 767

By Bryan Herb

Since 1982 when they first
entered service, 767s have flown
more than 16.2 million flights,
and have carried millions of
passengers. It is the favorite
airplane on Atlantic routes, and
flies across the Atlantic more
frequently than any other
airplane. I have flown in them
many times, but have never
flown one, well, not until now.

The nice thing was that I took off, cruised for a while,
and landed without even leaving the ground, thanks to
United Airlines' flight simulation machine. My friend Jim
won this experience for four people at an auction months
ago, and invited me to experience this with him.

I can honestly say that I will never look at airline travel
the same ever again. We learned a lot of the basics, and
Jim even got to fly and land a plane in a storm with a
defunct engine. The simulator was so realistic that one
bad move would have us all shaking and warning sounds
and lights would alert us to various dangers and what I
called RBF (Really Bad Flying). It was so realistic that I
was half expecting a flight attendant to come in and offer
us our choice of entree.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/?utm_source=CTCT+Copy+of+AugustNewsletter2014&utm_campaign=August+14+newsletter&utm_medium=email
mailto:bryan@zoomvacations.com
http://www.zoomvacations.com/clubzoom.htm?utm_source=CTCT+Copy+of+AugustNewsletter2014&utm_campaign=August+14+newsletter&utm_medium=email


sense of camaraderie and
common language that
makes trips with folks you
have never met before- a
pleasure. 

Zoom: Have you kept in
touch with any of the people
you have met on these
tours?

Sanjay: Yes, several, and
when I go to their town, I
hit them up so we can meet
up and catch up.

Zoom: Do you think that
couples and singles would
feel equally comfortable on
a Zoom Vacations tour?

Sanjay: Yes, your groups
have a good mix of both. I
have traveled with couples
that have been together for
30 years! It makes me
happy for them and at times
question -why I am single. 

Zoom: Would you like to go
back to any of these
destinations?

Sanjay: I love to travel
because I want to stay
curious of different cultures.
While all of them were
awesome, I would go to a
new place. Okay so maybe
with the exception of Brazil-
oh those long torso's - yum.

Zoom: Where will you be
traveling next with Zoom
Vacations?

Sanjay: Definitely South
Africa- hopefully with my
other half. 
 
Read about our trip to
southern Africa in December

About three hours later I boarded my actual flight from
Denver to Chicago, and as I passed the cockpit of the
small regional jet, I have to admit I kind of scoffed,
looking at the mere handful of controls, compared to
what I had just experienced. Before this day, as a plane
took off I would have thought "ah, we are on our way."
But not now. No, this time as we were taking off my first
thought was, "wow, what a nice rate of climb".

Of course the reality is that a plane's automatic pilot
does a large percentage of the flying these days, but I
like to think that if anything amiss happened, I would be
able to step in and land us safely. As long as the plane
had a big parachute... and we were landing onto a huge
piece of foam... and it was all some kind of dream
sequence.
 

Zooming with Joel
  
We had a question come
into the office the other
day that I thought I would
answer for other readers
as well.
 
Dear Joel,
 
I live in San Diego and we
have an awesome zoo here.
Why do you recommend
doing a safari in Africa?
 
That is a great question!   This is like saying that you
have a subscription to a gourmet food magazine, so why
would you eat.  Traveling to Africa and seeing the Big
Five up close and in their natural habitat is something
everyone should experience at least once in their life. It
is sheer magic.  Every moment is unpredictable, just like
nature.  You never know if you will see a lion and lioness
mating, a leopard taking down an impala, a pair of zebra
frolicking, or a baby rhino curiously approaching your
vehicle.  
 
But it's not just about the animals.  The landscape plays
just as much a role in the magic.  On June 22, UNESCO
declared the Okavango Delta its 1000 World Heritage
site. One of the unique characteristics of the Delta is that
the annual flooding from the river Okavango occurs
during the dry season, with the result that the native
plants and animals have synchronized their biological
cycles with these seasonal rains and floods. It is an
exceptional example of the interaction between climatic,

http://www.zoomvacations.com/southafricadecember.htm?utm_source=CTCT+Copy+of+AugustNewsletter2014&utm_campaign=August+14+newsletter&utm_medium=email


hydrological and biological processes. 
 
The Okavango Delta is home to some of the world's most
endangered species of large mammal, such as the
cheetah, white rhinoceros, black rhinoceros, African wild
dog and lion.  I am headed back to southern Africa with
a group in literally just days to experience South Africa,
Zambia and Botswana again, and I just cannot wait!  Let
the magic begin! 
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