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For the first time ever, we are
Featuring an interview with
Zoom Vacations' Chief Travel
Officer, Joel Cabrera, who
just returned from a research
trip to Japan.  Joel was one
of a select few international
travel experts invited to meet
with with top luxury suppliers
in Japan.
 
Zoom Vacation carefully
researches and visits every
destination as we develop
our tours, so be on the
lookout for Zoom Japan in
the coming months.
 
Zoom: What was the most
interesting thing about the
recent trip to Japan?

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom China:
Upgraded with
Brand New
Hotels
 
Zoom Vacations' tour of
China has always been a
luxury tour, using all 5 star
properties, where

available. 
 
As China grows and develops, its hotel industry is also
growing and expanding.  To always feature the best
properties offering the best value and comfort, we have
upgraded our hotels throughout the China trip.
 
While our former hotels were great, these new
properties are even better!  
 
*Beijing's Shangri-La China World Summit Wing is a
luxurious nest on top of the world (or at least on top of
the highest building in Beijing). 
 
*The Hilton Xian received the 2013 TripAdvisor
Certificate of Excellence Award. 
 
*Featuring an elegant, contemporary style, the Jing An
Shangri-la, Shanghai was just completed in 2013 and
offers some of the biggest and most luxurious rooms in
the city.
 
 Read more about our trip to China May 22 to June 1,
2014 

Special Business Class to Peru as
Low as $1075! 
If you have ever thought of
joining Zoom Vacations' award
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Zoom's tour to Peru is
considered one of ten trips
that will change your life

The Taj Mahal

 
Joel: One of the most
interesting things for me was
the realization that in many
ways Japan is somewhat like
Italy in its appreciation for
details and the high quality
of food.  You can get good
food almost anywhere.  For
instance, I was in the
somewhat remote area of
Hokkaido, and had incredible
farm-to-table produce where
simply everything was really
tasty.  I guess I should not
have been surprised by the
food, given that Tokyo has
more Michelin star
restaurants than any other
city in the world.

Zoom: We can see from your
Facebook posts that you
were trying a lot of
interesting foods. What was
the best or most interesting
food that you ate? 

Joel: The vegetarian options
in particular were creative
and always beautifully
presented. They believe that
food tastes better when it is
attractive, and I think they
are right. I dined on an
organic tempura orchid
blossom that is certainly one
of the most beautiful things I
have ever eaten.  It was
crunchy with very subtle
taste of perfume.

Zoom: How were the
hotels? 

Joel: I visited and stayed in
a range of hotels, including
some traditional Japanese
hotels, known as ryokans.
Five star properties in Japan
stand out with their
exemplary service, large
rooms, and attention to
detail.  Japanese design, in
general, is somewhat
minimalist and elegant, with
clean lines and a modern

winning tour to Peru, now is
the time to do it!
 
In addition to enjoying the
country's finest hotels and
unique events, for a limited
time, Zoom is offering
Business Class fares from the
US to Peru starting at only
$1,075 roundtrip (normally
$3,600). 
 
Call 773.772.9666 or email
now while there is availability.
 
Read more about this trip. 

Zoom Vacations
Trip Spotlight
This Month: India
 
Travel like a Maharaja
during our 5 star trip
through India!  Visit the
Taj Mahal and famous
cities like Delhi, Jodhpur,
Varanasi, Udaipur, and
Jaipur while staying in

literally the best hotels the world, most of them former
palaces! 
 
"I can't wait to return! Thank you, Bryan and Joel, for
making this happen. All of your thoughtful planning,
coordination, and high standards made for an effortless
trip on my part. I merely arrived at the airport and from
there you both expertly handled everything - allowing
me to fully appreciate every moment in India. Many,
many thanks!" 
 
~Bob from Chicago, on Zoom India
 
Read about our tour to India

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail outlets, and services around the
country! And the best part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of Zoom
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Stuffed Cabbage and
Hummus

feel.

Zoom: For a lot of us, we
associate Japan with books
like "Memoirs of a Geisha"
and movies like "Lost in
Translation". How were these
movies accurate and not
accurate given what you saw
in Japan? 

Joel: In places like Kyoto,
there is still this old world
feel, and at times it is easy
to imagine oneself in the
movie, "Memoirs of a
Geisha".  It is a very
traditional city, and it is
common to see many women
dressed in kimonos.

Zoom: Was the language
barrier an issue? 

Joel: If you are not traveling
with a local guide, I think
language would be a huge
issue.  In the best hotels,
most staff speak English, but
this isn't always the case in
restaurants and in small
towns.  Plus it is not like
other places, where an
English speaker can make
certain words.  Here, the
Japanese characters, while
beautiful, are indiscernible to
a non Japanese speaker.

Zoom: Is Japan gay
friendly? 

Joel: Generally speaking,
Japan is a very friendly
peaceful country.  I don't
think you will see nor hear
about gay bashing in Japan,
but they also seem far from
legalized gay marriage. That
being said, the Granvia Hotel
in Kyoto organizes gay
wedding ceremonies.  Plus, I
met a Buddhist monk who
performs gay commitment
ceremonies in a beautiful
temple.

Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-
friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may
be a good fit for Club Zoom!
 Contact Bryan if you are
interested in being considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Foodie in All of Us 
  
Recipes from around the world,
tested by Zoom's very own
traveling gourmet, Marie-Noelle
in the Zoom Kitchen. 
 
Israeli Stuffed Cabbage
 
Choosing a recipe that represents
Israel was a dilemma as israeli
cuisine is well known for its ethnic
and regional diversity. It was akin
to someone asking me what is the
national french dish! There is not a specific one since each
region has its own specialty. 
 
Stuffed Rolled Cabbage is a favorite dish served for Simchat
Torah which celebrates the conclusion of the annual Torah
reading cycle and the beginning of a new one. One may
substitute bulgur and kasha for mushrooms and lentils or the
more traditional lamb filling. This dish is ideal to serve with
fresh vegetables or a salad. 
 
I also eventually decided to feature Hummus because it is
universally served in restaurants and at home. When making
hummus from scratch, there is no right or wrong, as long as
it delivers to your palate's taste. Enjoy as a snack or
appetizer with pita bread.  Get the recipes now.
 
As always, invite friends to come share a meal. Bon Appetit!
 

~Marie-Noelle
 
Become an expert on hummus and many other local dishes
on Zoom Israel, June 7-14, 2014.  Read more about this trip.

Zooming with Joel
  
Investing in travel is investing in oneself.
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Zoom: How was a tour of
Japan different from other
places you have visited? 

Joel: In Japan, there is a
huge emphasis on
appreciation of beauty in
even the smallest things.
When you buy items at a
store, you will be amazed at
how beautifully your
purchases are wrapped.

Zoom: What were some
differences you notice
between Japan and the
United States in terms of
culture? 

Joel: They tend to be a little
more formal, until you have a
couple glasses of sake with
them.  Oh, speaking of sake,
I never realized that I liked it
until I went to Japan.  I have
had it before, but there it
just seemed so much better.
I think it also helped going to
a sake brewery and learning
all about the process.

Zoom: Did you buy anything
while you were in Japan?
What are the things that a
typical traveler may find
there?
 
Joel: I bought some
delicious gummy candies in
Kyoto, and I bought a fine
bottle of sake. I also got a
beautiful kimono that I am
using as a bathrobe.  One
can certainly acquire
fantastic art as well, although
I didn't buy any on this trip.

Zoom: Was there anything
historical that you learned
about Japan but did not know
before? 
 
Joel: I learned that Japan
has the world's longest
reigning monarchy at over
1400 years.

 
When I look back on 2013, it
is interesting to review which
memories stand outfor me.
It wasn't any of the bigger
purchases I made. 
No, the first and most
important things that come
to mind are several of the
trips I took, and the unique
experiences I had in those
destinations.   
 
A few highlights include
watching a cheetah stalk an impala in South Africa,
drinking caipirinhas with new friends on the beach in Rio
at sunset, and snorkeling in the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia.
 
Traveling has the power to inspire the mind, heal the
soul, and energize the body.  It gives us great memories
to think about when things aren't going well, and it
helps us create tighter bonds with the people who
matter to us.  Just like people matter more than things,
to me travel matters more than things.  
 
We have had guests on our tours whose lives have been
changed for the better because of the unique travel
experiences they have had or due to relationships they
have built through traveling.  And the more you travel,
the more you make connections between similar things
in different countries.
 
Traveling isn't merely a part of a fun life.  It is an
essential part of a healthy life, and maybe even a
healthy planet. I am reminded of one of my favorite
travel quotes:
 
"Perhaps travel cannot prevent bigotry, but by
demonstrating that all peoples cry, laugh, eat, worry,
and die, it can introduce the idea that if we try and
understand each other, we may even become friends."

 ~ Maya Angelou
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Zoom: Will you be doing a
gay group tour to Japan?
What will it entail? 
 
Joel: We are in the middle of
planning our tour to Japan,
which will include Tokyo,
Kyoto, and one or two other
spots.  Our focus will be on
cuisine, culture, and the
arts. 


