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Daniel and his boyfriend first
joined us in Peru a few years
ago.  Since then, they have
traveled with Zoom Vacations
to Australia and most
recently to China.  
 
Daniel took some time to talk
with us about his travel
experiences with Zoom
Vacations and beyond.

Zoom:  You have joined
Zoom Vacations in Peru,
Australia, and most recently
China.  What similarities

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

  
Israel to Build a Monument to Gay
Victims of the Nazis
  
The monument, which will be
unveiled this year will feature a
giant pink concrete triangle,
reminiscent of the symbol used
by the Nazis to mark out
homosexual prisoners.
 
The monument will be built in
Tel Aviv's Meir Park, which is
symbolic because one of the
first restrictions the Nazis imposed on the Jews was
against going to public parks.
 
Also of significant importance is that this will be the first
and only memorial site in Israel to mention the victims
of the Nazis who were persecuted for anything other
than being Jewish.
 
 Join our 2014 trip to Israel for Tel Aviv Gay Pride,
where you will see this monument for yourself!

Zoom Vacations:
Reflecting on Ten
Years 
This Month: Our Top
Three Proudest
Moments
  
There are many things for
which we feel proud at Zoom on
a daily basis, but there are a

few specific things we we will never forget.  Our top
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have you noticed in the three
trips?

Daniel:  On all three trips,
Zoom did a magnificent job
of highlighting the best of
each destination. The
itineraries cover a lot of
ground, leaving no major
sights behind, and even
surprises with an authentic
experience, that leaves a
lasting impression. 
   
Zoom:  Reflecting back,
what have been your top
highlight experiences from
each trip?
 
Daniel:  Thinking back on
these three trips, Peru's
highlight was definitely
Machu Picchu!  Walking
through what was once Inca
territory, I felt very
privileged. Australia's dinner
in the Outback was a night
I'll never forget. Eating
dinner with Ayers rock in the
background, and being
seated under the stars was
simply magical. China
overflows with history and
uniqueness, but the highlight
for me was walking the Great
Wall.  

Zoom:  How was China
similar or different than you
expected it would be?

Daniel:  I had this
impression that China was
going to be impersonal, and
overwhelmingly crowded.
Instead it was friendly and
kind, warm and inviting, and
seemed to move in slow
motion even. I found myself
loving the beauty of the
people in a way that I didn't
expect to. Seeing them rise
with the sun in the morning,
filling parks, and outdoor
squares with the movements
of Tai Chi, dance, and yoga
was very inspiring.

three, in no particular order are:
 
1.  Getting selected as one of nine travel companies for
the Travel Channel's hit show, Vacation Challenge. The
show takes three travel planners, and provides them
with the challenge of designing the perfect vacation for
a couple, group of friends, or family.  It was a lot of
work, and definitely a lot of fun.
 
2.  The day we realized that all of our upcoming trips
were more than 50% made up of repeat travelers. This
happened several years ago, and since then it has been
a constant.  Zoom's recent trip to Israel sold out with
95% repeat guests.

3.  The day we received a letter from a traveler on a
recent trip, who told us that the trip gave him a new
lease on life.  His partner of 20 years had recently
passed away, and he said the trip showed him that
there was so much living for him to do, so much to
experience, and so many wonderful people out there to
do it all with.  We keep this letter, among others, in a
prominent place in our office, to always remind us what
really matters in what we do.

Join Zoom Vacations in the Fight
Against Cancer
When we started Zoom Vacations right
after September 11th, people thought
we were crazy. But, we've never been
scared of a challenge, and since we
gave up being bullied back in grammar school, we
refused to let modern day bullies stop us from following
our passion.

So, it's not surprising that in response to the Boston
Marathon Bombings, Zoom Vacations created our own
team to run the Chicago Marathon on October 13th.

We are running to raise money for the American Cancer
Society, and so far have raised over $5,000. We hope
that you will join us in our efforts, and from the bottom
of our hearts, thank you to those of you who have
already donated.

Click here to donate to the cause

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your
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Possible pet in Australia

Zoom:  How was the food in
China?

Daniel:   China offered a
cuisine that was full of flavor,
and textures that were
mostly new to me. We were
lucky to be taken to very
local, authentic destinations
where the food was at its
best. Dumplings, duck,
noodles, and vegetables
seemed to be most popular,
and rightfully so, they were
all beyond delicious!
 
Zoom:  China is a country
steeped in history, How did
you find the balance between
historical tradition and its
swift move into the modern
age?
 
Daniel:  What I found most
interesting was the clear
contrast between
generations. Their thoughts
on life and tradition are
clearly different, as China
continues on with its drastic
change, from the rice
paddies in Yangshuo, to the
high rise condos in Shanghai.
 
Zoom:   What do you think
the average tourist would
especially appreciate about
China?
  
Daniel:  It's pretty hard to
visit China and not
appreciate the history that
goes back thousands of years
and how China has had a
part in much of the world's
history and development
overall. 
 
Also, I traveled home with
thoughts of the Chinese and
all the difficulties they have
faced in their history. And
through all that, they were a
people who very welcoming
and eager to immerse
visitors in their traditions,

favorite hotels, retail outlets,
and services around the
country! And the best part is,
it's free! It is simply our way of
saying, "thank you" for being a
part of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
by Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
  
One of the most amazing things
I've learned about being on a
Zoom Vacation is that I always
come home with more
knowledge than I had when I
left. When that knowledge
revolves around pets and
animals, well call me doubly
impressed! 
 
On a Zoom Vacation to Sydney,
Australia, we visited an animal
park. One of the fantastic guides
there explained that Australians owned more birds and
fish than they did other animals. Coming from the US-
where dogs and cats claim the popular pet categories-
this seemed, well, foreign to me. The park ranger said
that we tend to forget that the environment in which we
live often dictates the animals we choose to share our
lives with-so since lizards, birds, rats, wallabies, etc.
were so plentiful in Australia, he didn't find it strange at
all that Australians loved them as pets. This point was
brought home to me on another Zoom trip. 
 
While cruising the Mediterranean with Zoom, I met two
passengers who owned what I believed were "strange"
pets-but were commonplace to them. One couple from
Leeds, England owned a hedgehog. A Kenyan gentleman
onboard owned an animal orphanage and told me they
often see Zebra being kept as pets there. It truly is a
world filled with creatures great and small. Thanks to
Zoom, I've learned that the "pet world" surely goes
beyond dogs and cats...and I sort of like that! 
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and had a genuine interest in
me, as a Western tourist.
 
Zoom:  Where would you
like to go next with Zoom
Vacations?
  
Daniel:  I definitely have my
mind set on the Argentina
trip in 2014! I've been there
once for an afternoon while
on a cruise a few years back,
but to be able to see it again,
Zoom style, I'm sure would
shed a whole new light on
that country.

Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to Argentina

Zooming with Joel
  
The mystery behind
Brazil's "super berry"
  
If you have been to 
Brazil, you have likely seen
people walking around,
eating a dark purple thick
"drink" with spoons out of
cups.  Or maybe you have
tried it yourself. Whatever
the case, acai has become
very famous in the past few
years.

The acai berry is an inch-long reddish, purple fruit,
which grows on the acai palm tree, native to Central
and South America. 
 
When you buy it as a drink, it generally comes frozen in
packets and is then mixed with sugar and/or other fruit,
before handed over to you.
 
While it has been touted for having better antioxidant
properties than any other fruit and for possibly aiding in
such things as weight loss, studies are ongoing, so the
jury is still out.  One thing is certain, it is one of the few
things for which I get hunger pains when back in the
States.  I absolutely love it.
 
Read about our trip to Rio for New Years 

Zoom Notes
  
Mega Yacht Voyage Sold Out.  
Click here for more information 
  
Limited Availability on Zoom Argentina this
November 
Click here for more information
 
Zoom Peru 2013:  Sell-out Risk High
Click here for more information
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