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If Matt and George look
familiar to you, it may be
because we featured them a
year ago after their Zoom
Vacation to Madrid.  They
have also been with us in Rio
de Janeiro and a Caribbean
yacht voyage, and this year
decided to join us on our
yacht in the Mediterranean.

Zoom: Have you been on

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Brazil Named Lonely Planet's Top
Destination for 2014
  
The 2014 World Cup in
arguably the most
soccer-obsessed
country in the world
makes for a remarkable
travel experience. "Tack
on a recession-dodging
economy and boom!
Brazil is the belle of the
ball," says Lonely
Planet on why Brazil
tops the list of
countries to visit. 
 
Plus, Rio de Janeiro produces two of the biggest bashes
in the world: Carnival and the New Year's Reveillon
celebration.  Zoom Vacations offers tours to Rio for
both.
 
The biggest question we get asked about Rio is if it is
safe, and our answer for the past ten years of providing
tours to Rio is the same.  Rio is a big city and also a
beach destination.  Sometimes people get in the sun,
start to relax, and perhaps relax a little too much, doing
things they would never do back home, such as leave a
bag unattended on the sand.  They may return after an
hour in the ocean and discover their bag is gone and
then instantly Rio gets a bad rap. That being said, we
always prepare our travelers with safety dos and don'ts
to have the best experience possible in Brazil.
 
However, there is indeed a lot going on in Rio during
these celebrations, and one of the benefits of traveling
with Zoom Vacations is that we take care of the logistics
so that all you have to do is show up and have the time
of your life.  
 
Join our trip to Rio for New Years and see for yourself! 
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Zoom traveler day bags mark the
spot on SeaDream

A Brazilian chef teaches our
travelers how to make an

Amazonian Feast in Paraty, Brazil

other cruises?  How was the
experience with Zoom on our
yacht different?
  
Matt:  We've been on one
Carnival cruise in the past
that wasn't the best
experience. It really took a
leap of faith to try another
cruise vacation.  This was our
second SeaDream Cruise
with Zoom Vacations and we
are hooked! We are now
spoiled and will never go
back to the gigantic ships. 
 
The level of service that
you get on a SeaDream
cruise isn't possible when
you are one of 5000 people
on one of the larger cruise
ships.  You truly feel like you
have the boat to yourself!
   
Zoom:  What was your
favorite part about the trip?
 
George:  Honestly, our
favorite part of the cruise
was visiting the island of
Thassos, Greece.  We spent
the day at Paradise Beach
sipping champagne, enjoying
the crystal clear blue water,
and hanging out with new
friends.  Paradise beach was
definitely one of the most
beautiful beaches we've ever
visited. They call Thassos the
"green island" since it is
covered in pine trees.  You
could actually smell
"Christmas" when the wind
would waft over the beach!
 
Zoom:  Unlike big cruise
ships, there wasn't huge, big
name entertainment. Did
you miss this?  What did you
do for fun in the evenings?

Matt: We didn't miss the ice
skating rink, comedy shows,
or big casinos that you see
on bigger ships.  We spent
the evenings enjoying great
meals al fresco and after-

Two New
Cruises in 2014!
 
Zoom Vacations announces
two new voyages for 2014!
 
Whether your ideal cruise
vacation is sightseeing in
historic locales or sunning
yourself on pristine
beaches, Zoom Vacations
has the perfect holiday for

you!
 
April 5-9, 2014:  Our first ever Tahitian cruise on the
award-winning, m/s Paul Gauguin at just $4,599 per
person.  Read more about this trip.
 
August 2-9, 2014:  Rome to Dubrovnik yachting
voyage on SeaDream Yacht Club, from just $4,899 per
person.   Read more about this trip.

Zoom
Vacations:
Reflecting on
Ten Years 
This Month:
Tolerance
Transformed 
 
When we first started

Zoom Vacations, one of our challenges was finding
hotels, tour guides, etc. around the world who would
welcome a gay group without issue.  Some properties
we just couldn't use because we could tell that they
hadn't "evolved".  After a few years, media started
reporting on the power of the "pink dollar", and we
started noticing that more and more hotels were
reaching out to the LGBT market.  However, one could
tell right away that some properties were interested in
the monetary value of the "gay dollar" without valuing
us as travelers.  
 
Currently, this is all changing on a much more global
level.  Hotels, cruise lines, airlines, and venues around
the world are welcoming gay travelers because they
want us in their properties, not just our money.  The
real "evolution" we see taking place is the progression
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Istanbul

dinner cocktails  at the Top of
Yacht bar.  There was
almost always some late
night booty shaking going
on! 
 
Since there are only
approximately 100 guests on
the yacht, you really feel like
you have the boat to
yourself. One night while
enjoying the view of the stars
we wandered near
the front of the boat by the
control room.  The captain
invited us in and showed us
all the instruments and
navigation systems.  You
would never get that on a
large boat!

Zoom:  What did you
experience on land? 

George:   When we were at
port, we got to experience
some amazing sites.  We
visited gorgeous beaches,
the Monasteries of Meteora,
and the Lost City of
Troy.  It was a good mix of
beach days and site seeing. 
 
Zoom:  What did you
experience on the yacht?
 
Matt:  Champagne,
champagne, and more
champagne! While on the
boat, we enjoyed the
relaxing spa, hung out on the
pool deck, and enjoyed the
beautiful scenery.  We even
got to sleep under the stars
one night.  Very romantic! 
 
Zoom:   What do you think
your friends would enjoy and
appreciate about this
experience?
  
George:  We think that our
friends would really
appreciate meeting a great
group of diverse people to
enhance their vacation.
We've always met great

from an attitude of tolerance to one of genuine
appreciation.

Zoom Vacations Mediterranean
Yacht Voyage Photos 

Zoom Vacations has
been offering gay
group departures with
SeaDream Yacht Club
since the beginning of
Zoom, and our most
recent yachting voyage
stopped at some of the
most interesting ports
ever.

From small Greek
islands many have
never heard of to
popular cities like Istanbul, our yacht let us experience a
little bit of everything in this incredible part of the
world.

See the Photos

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
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Sydney, home of many
things, big and small

people on Zoom trips and
this trip was no different. The
great thing is that
you become friends with
people that you may not
encounter in your familiar
circles back home. Our
friends really enjoy great
food and good drinks;
SeaDream definitely has
both!

Zoom:  What was your
favorite port and why? 
  
Matt:  I would say that our
favorite port was Volos.
There we visited the
Monasteries of Meteora.  We
had a humorous and
knowledgeable tour guide,
Maria, who kept us informed
and entertained the entire
time. 
 
These historic monasteries
were perched atop of
soaring, jagged cliffs. It was
unfathomable how they were
built, let alone how the
monks lived there. Monks
and nuns still live in the
monasteries today.  The
beautiful scenery was an
extra added bonus! One of
the monasteries was used in
the movie, "For Your Eyes
Only".  
 
Zoom:  How would you
describe the service on the
yacht?
 
George:   Saying the service
is outstanding is an
understatement.  The staff
doesn't have the word "No"
in their vocabulary.  Whether
you were asking for a cheese
plate while watching the
sunset, requesting a glass of
champagne in your room as
you got ready for dinner, or
handing your sunglasses over
to the staff so your lenses
could be cleaned, it was all
done with a smile and

by Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
  
While on a Mediterranean
adventure, Zoom Vacations had
arranged a pre-cruise tour of
Rome for us.  Our guide was
amazing!  She knew her history
and her culture like no guide I
have ever had the pleasure to
travel with--Zoom Vacations
obviously knows how to find the
best in the business to lead
special excursions!
 
Like a true animal lover, I asked our guide whether
there was a zoo in Rome.  She pointed out the spot on a
map, told us how to get there, and when to go (by the
way, she was right, the Bioparco Zoological Gardens in
Rome were great).  But we learned another valuable
lesson from our Italian guide:  travelers shouldn't
necessarily limit themselves to zoos or animal parks to
feed their animal loving interests.  
 
There are so many more opportunities to share.  For
example, our Italian guide told us we needed to visit the
Torre Argentina Cat Sanctuary while we were in Rome.
 For decades, volunteers have provided a safe area
there among the Roman ruins for hundreds of cats.  It
was an inspiring and emotional visit for me, and I never
would have known about it had I not engaged in a
discussion about animals with our guide.  
Now, every time I have an opportunity to travel, I ask
about non-Zoo animal visiting opportunities. I always do
a little research on the places I'm visiting to see what
animal activities might be worth exploring. 
 
While I was in Costa Rica, I visited a ranch where I had
an opportunity to help the locals milk some cows...and
while in Sydney, I participated in a "Bark in the Park" for
a local animal shelter.  Whether it's washing elephants
in Thailand, or mingling with llama and vicuna in Peru,
think outside of the box and you're sure to expand your
animal loving activities"

Zooming with Joel
  
On Tour in Buenos Aires
  
I am writing this from my hotel room in Buenos Aires,
full of thoughts about how this city has changed since
we offered our first tour here nine years ago. 
 
It has certainly become more gay friendly and
accepting, both in the mentality of the locals and as
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knowing your name! All
businesses could learn a
thing or two from the service
at SeaDream and Zoom
Vacations.
 
Zoom:  What is the benefit
of seeing this part of the
world via boat?
 
Matt:  Mediterranean Islands
are so gorgeous! The best
part of being on the yacht
and sailing in the early
evening was being able to
appreciate the beauty of the
islands. There was a different
scenic sunset every night.
 We also got to see islands
that otherwise we would
never visit.  We're so glad we
did!
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next mega yacht trip 

evidenced by anti-
discrimination laws that have
been enacted.  
 
The gay scene in Buenos
Aires is better than ever, and
you can go out every night
of the week and find
something happening.  
 
Also the exchange rate
has become very favorable
for foreigners.  Currently
there is a double economy.
 The official exchange rate of 6 Argentinian Pesos to the
US Dollar that you get at banks and ATMs, and the
unofficial exchange rate of 10 Argentinian Pesos to the
US Dollar that you can get at unofficial exchange 
houses.   So, your spending money while in the country
will go further if you pay with cash.  
 
Read about our next trip to Argentina in February 

Zoom Notes
  
If you will be in Rio over New Years, join Zoom on
our 5 hour Bay cruise with open bar and lunch,
December 30th.  limited space: Just $100 per
person.
 Contact Bryan for more information
  
Only Two Blue Train tickets left for Zoom Southern
Africa, 2014
Click here for more information
 
Zoom Peru 2013:  Sold Out. Waitlist only, or
consider our 2014 dates: November 22-29
Click here for more information
 
Rio Carnival Sambadromo Tickets now available!
Contact Joel for more information
 
Premium Voyager Class from only $2600 round
trip on Zoom Southern Africa    
Contact Joel for more information
 
Business Class as low as $1600 round trip on
Zoom Peru, 2014
Contact Joel for more information

 Quick Links
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