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After having a great
experience with Zoom
Vacations in Argentina and
Rio de Janeiro, Jason decided
to join us on inaugural gay
group tour to Vietnam and
Cambodia!

Zoom:  Why did you decide
to take the trip to Vietnam
and Cambodia with Zoom
Vacations? 
 
Jason:  I was seeking a
holiday that combined history
and culture with
sophistication and elegance.
Two years ago I was on the

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Vietnam and Cambodia Photos
 
Since a lot of us grew up
hearing about the Vietnam
War, perhaps our connotations
of this part of the world are
different from its current
reality. 
 
Both Vietnam and Cambodia
are a photographer's dream.
Whether it is the incredible
ruins of Angkor Wat, mystical Halong Bay, or the
beautiful cities and villages like Hoi An, this trip had our
travelers' cameras very busy, indeed.
 
Our pictures say it all. Have a look.

Zoom Vacations to
Race in the Chicago
Marathon, October
13th, to raise
money for the
American Cancer
Society

  
Zoom Vacations signed up for the Chicago Marathon the
day of the Boston Marathon bombings, as an expression
of love, support and solidarity, and to raise money for
the American Cancer Society-- Showing that something
positive can be born from any situation.
 
We created a team for Zoom Vacations, so that others
can easily join us in making a difference, and we'll do
the leg work (pun intended) to get everything set up!
We hope you will join our team captain, Bryan Herb as a
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Argentina/Brasil holiday and
very much appreciated the
taste and style of Zoom. The
Vietnam and Cambodia trip
had many of the elements I
was seeking such as visiting
Angkor Wat, cruising through
Halong Bay, cooking classes
at Morning Glory and having
the opportunities to indulge
in amazing spa treatments
daily.
   
Zoom:  What what your
highlight of the trip?
 
Jason:  There were so many
highlights but my absolute
favorite was walking around
Angkor Wat and Angkor
Thom. The architecture is
breathtaking!
 
Zoom:  How would you
compare the two countries?

Jason:  Vietnam and
Cambodia are very different
despite being neighboring
countries. It was wonderful
to experience the contrast of
cultures. In both countries I
met very kind, curious, and
interesting people with
stories to share.
 
Zoom:  How was the cuisine
in each?

Jason:   The food was
absolutely delicious!
Vietnamese food has become
one of my favorite cuisines
and to have the opportunity
to learn how to select and
prepare from our local chef,
Ms. Vy herself was a real
treat. I had not experienced
Cambodian cuisine before
this trip and now I am
seeking it out. Some of the
best elements of French
cooking are also included.
 
Zoom:  What were the most
interesting things you
learned on the trip?

teammate, a sponsor, a spectator, or even just with
words of encouragement on our Zoom Vacations
Facebook Page.
  
Visit our designated Marathon page

Zoom Vacations to
Lead Asia Travel
Panel Discussion at
IGLTA Convention 
 
Bryan Herb, Chief Marketing Officer of Zoom Vacations,
will serve as the moderator for an LGBT Asia Panel at
IGLTA's 30th Annual Global Convention. 
 
A first-time topic for IGLTA, this lively breakout session
will offer an insider's take on doing business in one of
the fastest-growing parts of the world. 
 
Panelists include: Masaki Higashida, founder of
Japanese diversity marketing company Qocci; Tobias
Hofelt, CEO of MB Market Makers; Uwern Jong, Editor in
Chief of Out There Travel; and Jacob Cefolia, Managing
Director, Global Accounts for United.
 
Zoom Vacations is honored to be included among this
incredible list of distinguished professionals in LGBT
travel.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

https://www.facebook.com/zoomvacations
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Waiting for one's best
friend to return home

Jason:  There were so many
fascinating memories. I
appreciated learning some of
the basic ways of life such as
making Coconut Candy on
the Mekong, rebuilding from
the war and devastating
effects of Agent Orange,
witnessing the still unfolding
facts about the Khmer Rouge
and the questions that need
to be answered, and seeing a
very unknown world to me
such as the floating
village near Siem Reap. Most
people I engaged with
wanted to talk and share
their culture and history.
 
Zoom:   While the popularity
is growing, why do you think
more people don't visit these
countries?
  
Jason:  I think more people
than ever are visiting these
countries. I would encourage
people to visit now before it
changes. I do think people
have a misconception of
these places because of the
war and recent past. When I
was at the American War
museum, I was very moved
by the many American
veterans that were there with
their spouses and families on
what appeared to be a
healthy journey of healing.
 
Zoom:  What makes a trip
like this of particular interest
to a gay traveler?
  
Jason:  While there are
some hot men there, this is
not the circuit party
experience. This is a more
cerebral type experience with
a full array of stimulating
experiences that touches all
of the senses. The unlimited
spa treatments along with
my private pool at the Fusion
Maia is most gay men's
dream!

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
Tips for taking care of your pets while away, by Zoom
Traveler, Wayne Disher.
 
My absolute first question that
pops into my mind after booking a
Zoom trip is, "What do I do with
'The Boys'" (i.e., my two labs). 
Family members or good friends
can't always take on the
responsibilities of being a surrogate
parent for your pets.  At some
point you'll be forced to look for a
kennel to take care of your pets
while you enjoy your Zoom
vacation.  If you have to consider a
kennel, here are only a few things I
recommend you ask: 

1. "Do you offer cage less
options?"  (I don't like to
think of my pets cooped up
in a cage unless it is nap
time)

2. "What happens in an emergency?" (I look for a kennel
that has staff AT THE KENNEL 24/7 and which has
access to vet services.  I also expect that I'll be
contacted if something goes wrong)

3. "Are you a member of the International Boarding and
Pet Services Association? (IBPSA members must
commit to quality pet care, comply with all applicable
laws and ordinances, and follow a strict Code of
Ethics).

4. "Do you have webcam access?" (I remember being on
a Zoom SeaDream cruise and watching over the
internet on board as my dogs played in the kennel
playground-I felt a lot less guilty)

Perhaps the best thing you can do is arrange a tour of the
facility before boarding any pet.  Look for cleanliness and
absolutely friendly and professional staff.  If you're not
satisfied, your pets won't be either, so walk away!

Zooming with Joel
  
Traveling to Cuba
 
John from Miami asked, "Jay Z and Beyonce were in
Cuba legally, allegedly.  I was thinking of going to Cuba
through Mexico before I knew that you could go to Cuba
legally with Zoom Vacations.  I notice you host a trip to
Cuba in October."
 



 
Zoom:  How were you
received by the local people?
 
Jason:   All of the people I
met were friendly and
welcoming. In Ho Chi Minh
City, people appeared to go
out of their way to express
their fondness for Americans.
In the north such as in
Hanoi, there was an obvious
curious nature of the people
as the country is opening up
to the world. The Khmer
culture of Cambodia lives life
by Buddhist values which is
very kind, gentle, and
peaceful.
 
Zoom:   What tips do you
have for people considering
these destinations?

Jason:   Go now before
these countries change by
the amount of tourists going.
There is much building going
on but still as of last month,
no McDonalds are there but
one Starbucks opened up in
all of Vietnam. The young
people there want to be
western and unfortunately,
some of the older culture will
be lost.
 
Zoom:  Will you be taking
another trip with Zoom
Vacations?  Where?
 
Jason:  I definitely will travel
again with Zoom. Zoom has
a distinctive style and taste I
appreciate over other
companies. I am
contemplating the
Nepal/India/Bhutan trip and
would also consider Colombia
if it becomes available.  

Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to Vietnam and
Cambodia

Dear John,
Yes of course U.S. Citizens
can travel to Cuba legally.
Zoom Vacations has already
hosted a few trips to Cuba in
the last year alone,
permitted by a People-to-
People Cultural
Exchange license from the
U.S. Department of the
Treasury's Office of Foreign
Assets Control, and
is offering a third in October
of this year. 
 
This program is an exception to the embargo laws
banning U.S. Citizens from traveling to Cuba.  First
offered by the Clinton Administration for a brief period,
the Obama Administration has allowed the program to
once again continue in order to encourage more contact
between Americans and citizens of the Communist-ruled
island.  
 
This means that you can now fly from the U.S. mainland
directly (most usually from Miami) and can come back
the same way, and clear U.S. Customs and
Immigrations as if you were flying in from London.  You
are also allowed to bring back books, art and music
without violating the embargo laws.  Of course, this
program of legal travel to Cuba by U.S. Citizens can be
withdrawn at any time by the U.S., especially with a
change of administration.  
 
Traveling to Cuba with Zoom Vacations is easy, legal,
and educational.  To do it otherwise could
mean civil penalties of several thousand dollars and/or
criminal prosecution.
 
Read about our next tour to Cuba
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