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Jojo and Ron are two of the
nicest guys to travel with,
and Zoom Vacations was
very fortunate to have them
on two back-to-back trips!
 
They started with Zoom
Argentina, which took them
to Buenos Aires and Iguacu
Falls. Then, they joined us in
Rio for Carnaval, and our
add-on to the colonial town
of Paraty.
 

Zoom:  What was the
highlight of the whole trip?

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Vacations Tour of China
 
While it is true that you can
see the Great Wall of China
from outer space, nothing
beats seeing it in person on
Zoom's trip to China!
 
Originally constructed to
protect the Chinese Empire
from invasion, several sections
of the almost 4,000 mile long
wall were started as early as
the 7th century, BC.
 
While it is certainly one of
China's main tour attractions,
it is not the only thing to see in
this incredible country--not by
a long shot!
 
There are the Terra Cotta Warriors, dazzling cities like
Beijing and Shanghai, spectacular performances
reminiscent of the Opening Ceremonies of the Olympics,
small, authentic Chinese villages, gorgeous hotels, and
a strongly emerging gay scene!
 
 Read more about this tour

Zoom Rio Carnaval
Photos
 
Lavish events, the famous
Samba parade, dance parties,
and of course the beach-- just
some of what make Carnaval in
Rio so spectacular.
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The Best Seats at
Sambadromo

Floating on the Dead Sea

Jojo:  Our highlight of our
Buenos Aires trip would have
to be rafting into the Iguazu
Falls, what a rush! In Rio, the
VIP tickets to the
Sambadrome left us utterly
speechless. And we would
like to add Hangliding in Rio
was uber fabulous!

Zoom:  How would you
compare Rio to Buenos
Aires?
 
Ron:  Two very different
cities. We thought BA had a
more European flair and
taste while Rio was a land of
diversity in its people and
scenery. Both equally
beautiful. 
 
Zoom:  Did you feel welcome
by the locals in all
destinations?

Jojo:  The locals were very
nice in both places, although
Rio at Carnaval had a sense
of primal sexuality probably
not seen anywhere else in
the world! 

Zoom:   What was your best
meal?

Ron:   In BA, our best meal
was at the Faena Hotel, due
to the location and sexiness
of the Rojo Tango show which
we thoroughly enjoyed. And
in Rio, the spread at the
Copacobana Magic Ball was
totally spectacular and a
foodie heaven! 
 
Zoom:  Was there anything
that you liked more than you
thought you would?

Jojo:  I thought the
camraderie of the guys on
both trips was amazing.
Zoom vacations is a perfect
way to make new friends
from all over the country and
all over the world! And Paraty

Carnaval in Rio is world-
renowned for good reasons.
 Here are  a selection of photos,
which focus on the Samba
parade, the Magic Ball, and our
day enjoying Guanabana Bay
on our schooner, one of the
Seven Natural Wonders of the
World.
 
See the photos

Zoom Israel During
Tel Aviv Gay Pride!
 
In addition to its gay-friendly
attitude, few countries can
boast such diversity in its
offerings as Israel, appealing to
virtually any traveler. In one
day you can visit a mighty desert, swim in the saltiest
water on earth, explore a modern city, discover
centuries-old ruins, experience a vibrant gay scene, and
so much more.

See Israel's famous sites in Jerusalem, Galilee, and Tel
Aviv, such as Massada, the Caves of Qumran where the
Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered, and the Dead Sea,
plus one of the world's most exciting Gay Pride
celebrations!

The Tel Aviv Gay Pride Parade takes place on Friday
with additional parties on Saturday. In addition to the
regular attractions the city has to offer, with over 50 gay
events throughout Pride Week, Zoom Vacations' tour to
Israel will introduce you to new experiences as well as
new friends around the globe.

Click here to read more about this trip.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your
favorite hotels, retail outlets, and services around the
country! And the best part is, it's free! It is simply our
way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of Zoom

http://www.zoomvacations.com/riocarnival.htm?utm_source=MarchNewsletter2013&utm_campaign=March+13+newsletter&utm_medium=archive
http://www.zoomvacations.com/israel.htm?utm_source=MarchNewsletter2013&utm_campaign=March+13+newsletter&utm_medium=archive
http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157632918591835/show/
http://www.zoomvacations.com/israel.htm?utm_source=MarchNewsletter2013&utm_campaign=March+13+newsletter&utm_medium=archive


was a pleasant surprise after
the hustle and bustle of Rio. 
 
Zoom:   Did Samba parade
live up to your expectations?
  
Ron:  Sambadrome Parade
was a dream come true for
us. An experience of a
lifetime!
 
Zoom:  How was Carnaval
different than you thought it
would be?
  
Jojo:  Carnaval was even
more over the top then what
we expected. Like Mardi Gras
on crack, and everyone was
half naked! We were not
prepared for the mobs of
people everywhere during
Carnaval. But I guess that is
the spirit of the Brazilians
during their special holiday. 
  
Zoom:  Are you glad you
ended the vacation in the
small town of Paraty? 
 
Ron:   Paraty was totally
what we needed after
Carnaval. The serenity of the
city and the beautiful waters
surrounding the city were so
what we needed!! And Yara
and Richard, what can we
say, a gem of a couple!! 
 
Zoom:   After Carnaval, what
will be your next trip with
Zoom Vacations?

Jojo:  We are planning to go
zooming with Zoom to Tel
Aviv in 2014, but your
Mediterranean Cruise in
August looks tempting!

Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to Israel in June

Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-
friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may
be a good fit for Club Zoom!
 Contact Bryan if you are
interested in being considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

TSA Changes the Prohibited Item
List
The Transportation Safety Agency (TSA), in an effort
to expedite screening and allow staffers to focus on bigger
threats like explosives and more serious weapons, is
removing its ban of folding knives with blades of no more
than 2.36" in length and .5" in width.

 
Other things that will now be
allowed include lacrosse stocks,
pool cues, ski poles, and hockey
sticks.  Golf clubs will be
allowed too, but providing that
passengers have no more than
two. Novelty baseball bats up to

two feet in length will also be allowed.
 
Current bans on liquids and larger knives will still
remain in effect.

Zooming with Joel
  
I just came back to my hotel
room, after a great day
snorkeling on the Great
Barrier Reef with our group,
and it got me thinking: what
makes something considered
one of the 7 Natural
Wonders of the World?
  
I did a little research and
found compelling reasons for
each of the current 7 Natural
Wonders.  Here is a list, as
well as why they are, well, wonderful.
 
The Great Barrier Reef is the world's largest
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individual formation created by living organisms. 
 
The Aurora Borealis, also known as the Northern
Lights, are naturally occurring lights that create
intriguing and spectacular displays in the sky.

The Grand Canyon is an almost unbelievably massive
gorge located in the state of Arizona, created by the
Colorado River.

Paricutin is a cinder cone volcano in
Michoacán, Mexico. It's the youngest in America and its
birth was witnessed by a human.

Victoria Falls is a waterfall in southern Africa on
the borders of Zambia and Zimbabwe. It is considered
to be the world's largest sheet of falling water.

Mount Everest is the highest mountain in the world,
reaching a peak of 29,029 feet and the greatest altitude
on the earth's surface. 
 
Rio's Guanabana Bay has been eroded by the Atlantic
ocean and is surrounded by majestic mountains that
offer many different perspectives of the harbor. 
 
Currently, Zoom Vacations visits Four of the Natural
Wonders:  the Great Barrier Reef, Guanabana Bay in
Rio, Mount Everest, and Victoria Falls.  

Read about our tour of southern Africa to experience
Victoria Falls
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