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Ken has been on several
Zoom Vacations tours, and
we are so delighted every
time he signs up.  We know
we're heading for a lot
laughs, his great smile, and
one easy-going guy.  Ever
since he left his home
country, he has been a
curious traveler.  We featured
Ken a long time ago after he
returned from another Zoom
Vacation, and it was great to
catch up with him again.

Zoom:  Is Israel a place
you've always wanted to go? 
What made you want to
visit?

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Israel Photos
 
Zoom Vacations' tour of Israel
took our travelers to
Jerusalem, the Golan Heights,
and then Tel Aviv to coincide
with Gay Pride.
 
We learned about Israel's
incredible history, enjoyed the
country's best hotels, had
fantastic meals, celebrated
Gay Pride with people from around the world in Tel Aviv.
 
Our pictures say it all. Have a look.

Zoom Vacations:
Reflecting on Ten
Years
  
People often ask us what our
best, worst, most challenging,
and most hilarious travel
experiences have been.  As we
come up on ten years of Zoom

Vacations, it has definitely caused us to reflect.
 
When they first started Zoom, Bryan Herb and Joel
Cabrera rented a little office space, and would ride their
bikes to and from work every day.  The problem was,
especially in the first years of starting the company,
work was almost nonstop.  More often than not, they
found themselves riding home at 2 AM, only to come
back to the office early the next morning.
 
One would think that would create a sense of burnout,
but Zoom Vacations became more like their baby, and
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Two kitties enjoy a drink
on Zoom South Africa

 
Ken:  Israel has always been
a place I wanted to visit, but
because of media, it made
me reconsider going.  I was
so happy to find out Zoom
was doing this trip, and they
did a wonderful job.   We had
a great tour guide who really
gave us the ins and outs that
we normally would not hear
about back in the States.
   
Zoom:  How did this trip
compare to others you have
taken?
 
Ken:  This trip to Israel is
very different compared to
other trips because we were
in the Holy Land, and I found
it very interesting learning
about all these religious
groups living in one country.
Also, I loved hearing about
Israel's incredible history,
and how it was ruled by
many different people.
The Dead Sea Scrolls were
unbelievable.
 
Zoom:  What was your
highlight?

Matt:  The highlights of the
trip included Old Jerusalem,
Jewish Quarter, Western Wall,
Megiddo, Caesarea and the
area of Tel Aviv called old
Jaffa.
 
Zoom:  Was there anything
that made this trip
particularly enjoyable? 

Ken:   I found that our hotel
in the Golan Heights was
really unique and different.
 Also having a farewell dinner
at Jaffa at a very special
home of someone made it
very special.  One more thing
was lying on the Dead Sea
and experiencing floating on
top of the water!
 
Zoom:  Would you

they were obsessed with being good parents.
 
Read about our anniversary tour to Rio for New Years 

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
by Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
 
Whether they know it or not,
animal lovers tend to gravitate to
destinations that feed their animal
loving interests. Luckily for
us travelers, Zoom Vacations
provides tours to two of the most
phenomenally bio-diverse places
on this Earth that the animal lover
in all of us simply should NOT
miss--Costa Rica and South
Africa.  
 
Costa Rica has 160 species of amphibians, 208 species of
mammals, 220 species of reptiles, 850 species of birds, and
more than 1,000 species of butterflies.  I will guarantee that
you'll see more than your fair share of them as Zoom takes
you on a rainforest canopy tour, zip-lining amongst sloths,
and rafting as hummingbirds flit about you.  
 
In South Africa, what animal lover wouldn't want to have
coffee amongst the elephants, or take a famous
Zoom photograph safari snapping incredible pictures of
lions, giraffes, and more all in their natural environment? 
It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience to see the roots of many
of our domesticated pets.
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recommend Israel to your
friends?

Ken:  I would recommend
this trip to people who like
history and archaeology.  It
is not a trip like going to
Paris or Amsterdam.  I
learned so much history from
this trip alone.
 
Zoom:   What did you think
of Tel Aviv Gay Pride?  How
was it compared to other
Pride celebrations you have
attended?
  
Ken:  Very different and fun.
 I was happy to see a nice
community and a lot of
support from the people.  It
is surprising to see a big
pride parade in a Middle
Eastern Country.
 
Zoom:  You have been on
several Zoom Vacations tours
now.  What keeps you
coming back?
  
Matt:  I find Zoom Vacations
does it much better, and each
trip to each area is very
unique, and we have great
tour leaders like Bryan and
Joel who always look after us
making us feel at home and
not just going to some tour
company. Also, we stay in
very unique hotels and have
great dining experiences.  I
like Zoom Vacations so much
because they take what we
say and improve all the time.
  
Zoom:  Reflecting over your
past trips with Zoom, what
experiences stand out in your
mind?
 
Ken:  I love India and Peru
the most, and cannot say
enough about those trips.
Also being in the Carnival
and the Ball at the
Copacabana Hotel was
amazing.

Zooming with Joel
  
Vegan Soup on Safari:
Carrot Coriander
  
One of the best things about
being on safari is sun-
downers: alcoholic and non-
alcoholic drinks enjoyed at
sundown during evening
game drives.  Usually drinks
are accompanied by nuts
and biltong (similar to beef
jerky), but on one of our
recent safaris, guests
enjoyed a delicious vegan carrot and coriander soup,
served in mugs.
  
INGREDIENTS
 
2 Tablespoons of Olive Oil
1 White Onion
1 Kg of carrots
2 Tablespoons of Ground Cumin
1 and 1/2 Liters of Vegetable Stock
Salt and Pepper to Taste

METHOD 
 
Heat the olive oil in a large pot
 
Add the onion, carrots and cumin, and fry on a low heat
for 10 minutes.  
 
Add the vegetable stock to the carrots and bring to a
boil.
 
Reduce the heat and let the soup simmer for an hour or
until the carrots are soft enough to be mashed with a
spoon.
 
Place the soup in a food processor and blend until
smooth.
 
Season to taste, and serve.

Enjoy!
 
Note: There is only one space left on our 2013 tour to
South Africa.  2014 dates are August 14-24
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Zoom:  Where is your next
trip going to be with Zoom?
 
Ken:  I would love to see
Cuba, Nepal, and Bhutan as
well as other areas in the
near future.

Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour Israel
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