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As a physician, Angel spends
his days healing and taking
care of people.  When he saw
Zoom Cuba offered, he
immediately decided to pay
attention to that inner
personal voice and bring
closure to a long chapter in
his family's history when, as
a child, they made the
difficult decision to leave
Castro's Cuba and his
ancestral home.  Returning
to Cuba after 48 years was a
very emotional and
rewarding trip for Angel.

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom VIP Box. The ONLY way to
Experience Carnival in Rio
 
Every year, hundreds of
thousands of people come to
Rio de Janeiro to celebrate
Carnival.
 
The celebration culminates at
the Sambadromo, where Rio's
samba schools compete in an
elaborate parade like none
other in the world.
 
As in past years, Zoom Vacations has reserved box
seating which places our guests literally mere inches
from the floats and parade participants.  It is really only
from these seats that you can truly appreciate and
experience the elaborate costumes and floats.  Yes,
seeing the parade from any seat, even in the stands far
away, is still incredible, but doing it the way we do is
night and day, transforming the experience to
something that will live in your memory forever.
 
Read more about our trip to Rio for Carnival!

Travel more in
2013!
 
It was Mark Twain who said,
"Travel is fatal to prejudice,
bigotry, and narrow-
mindedness, and many of our
people need it sorely on these
accounts. Broad, wholesome,

charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired
by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one's
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Dazzling Istanbul

Read on to find out about his
journey back in time.

Zoom:  Since Zoom visits
Cuba on a legal basis, did it
make you feel relieved not to
have to sneak back into the
US after your visit? 

Angel:  Yes, and as a Cuban
born American, on my first
trip back in 48 years, I felt
much better being part of a
group, rather than
going Individually. Zoom also
worked out the logistics
beautifully, which is very
difficult to do in most Latin
American countries. This is
easy to take for granted 
for those who live in a
country were everything is
convenient, we have many
options, and everything
"Works". Not so in Cuba, but
Joel made sure we had a
flawless trip.
 
Zoom:  Considering that
Cuban people are somewhat
socially isolated from the rest
of the world, what did you
find to be the attitude of
Cubans towards visitors?
 
Angel:  Cubans are by
nature friendly and outgoing,
and they are hungry for
information. I found them to
be unusually receptive and
curious. They bear no ill will
towards Americans. Even as
a Cuban exile, I received a
warm welcome.
 
Zoom:  What is the biggest
misconception the rest of the
world has about Cuba?  

Angel:  That they are
fervent Communists. Most
people I met are not
committed to the present
government, recognize it has
failed, and are anxious for
change. This despite fifty
years of propaganda, and no

lifetime."
 
Traveling teaches. Traveling thrills. Traveling inspires.
 Even those who consider themselves open-minded,
well-educated, and cosmopolitan often find themselves
discovering new things about the world they didn't know
before.
 
However, what will always delight the person who is
infected with the travel bug is what we discover about
ourselves through traveling.
 
We hope to explore the world with you in 2013!

Athens to Istanbul
Yacht Voyage
Announced
  
Watching the opening scene for
the latest Bond movie,
"Skyfall", one can't help but be
impressed by Istanbul.  It
remains one of the most vibrant, cosmopolitan, historic
cities in Europe. Coincidentally, it is the last stop for our
next mega-yacht voyage to Turkey and Greece!  
 
In addition, you will have the opportunity to see the
ruins of the lost city of Troy, and you will visit the
greenest islands in Greece, and some ports only
accessible to yachts!
 
If you are looking for a huge gay cruise, this is not it.
It's yachting, not cruising, and the difference is palpable
from the moment you board.  Want your favorite
dessert prepared for dinner?  No problem. Want to sleep
outside, under the stars and wake to the sun rising over
a Greek fortress on an island? Consider it done.  Ever
feel like you are always the one footing the bill when
you and friends go out? Well, that won't happen here,
because everything is included, from gourmet cuisine to
all of your beverages.
 
And, our yacht's award-winning service is beyond
reproach!

 Click here to read more about this trip.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop: you will
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Many ways to say,
"vacation"

free speech or press.

Zoom:  What did you think
of the architecture, the
landscapes, and the people?
 
Angel:  The architecture was
beautiful, despite the
crumbling facades and
collapsing interiors.
The landscapes in Trinidad
were particularly special.
Apart from what I have
already said about the
people, the ones I
encountered were intelligent
and educated, perhaps too
much so, considering Cuba's
present circumstances. 
It is as if they have been
waiting to exhale their whole
lives. 
On the other hand, they have
learned to be resourceful and
inventive to overcome their
limited circumstances.
 
Zoom:  This trip is different
from other Zoom trips in that
it is ostensibly about
education through people to
people contact and
interaction, how did you find
the educational emphasis of
this trip?

Angel:   I enjoyed hearing
the  official Cuban position on
many subjects, which
generally boiled down to one
word "embargo". I learned a
great deal from the guides as
well. 
Cuba is a very complex
society, like an onion. Many
subjects are taboo. Lack of
free speech means that many
Cubans feel like they have to
wear a mask of self
censorship in public. 
I think it is profoundly
important for people in
different countries to make
direct contact with each
other.
It fosters real connections
and understanding, the path

receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying,
"thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom
headquarters.  It is no surprise that a company that
creates fun vacation experiences also has a lot fun
doing it. Not a week goes by that we don't find
ourselves in fits of laughter, or amused by the wackiness
that often is abundant in the world of gay travel.

Team Zoom Resolutions:
 All About Tongues
 
Zoom Vacations' portfolio of
travel experiences truly spans
the globe, and therefore it is
tough to be fluent in the
language of every destination
we visit. 
 
As is, in addition to English,
Joel speaks Spanish and
Italian, Marie-Noelle speaks

French, and Bryan stumbles through Spanish and the
language of love.

We have made it our collective goal to speak more
tongues in 2013!  So, Joel is dusting off the Portuguese
Rosetta Stone that's been sitting on his shelf, Marie-
Noelle is learning Spanish (which she will speak, like
everything else, with a French accent) and Bryan is
going to continue his Spanish practice and learn a little
French so that he can understand Marie-Noelle when
she is talking to herself.  He has also been studying
Chinese, but so far his vocabulary is limited to nasty
stuff.
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to a better world.

Zoom:   What would be your
advice to anyone thinking of
visiting Cuba?

Angel:   Go, go, go. It is a
different world, 90 miles
away. Don't focus on old cars
and other surface features.
Try to get to know the people
instead, and learn of their
daily challenges and
triumphs.
A little Spanish helps. You
will be rewarded with their
warmth, enthusiasm, and a
new perspective on your own
life.

Zoom:   Did you come away
from this trip with any
epiphanies or insights?

Angel:  When my family left
Cuba, we had some difficulty
getting established. This
does not compare to the
hardships endured in Cuba
for 50 years. Even so,
Cubans can joke or dream or
scheme their way out of any
situation, and I admire that. 
 
Zoom:   What was your
highlight from the trip?

Angel:  Havana. She is a
proud old "Donya" no longer
fresh, but still beautiful. She
knows many stories,  but
won't tell them, unless you
ask. She is penniless and
tattered, but never lets it
show in her demeanor. She
still regards herself as the
pearl of the Antilles. I think
she is right on.
 
Zoom:   Is there anything
you would like to add?

Angel:  I can't describe how
significant this trip was to
me, for the above reasons,
and because it also
represents the completion of

Zooming with Joel
 
People have often asked us
why Zoom Vacations offers
yachting voyages instead of
big cruises.  If you join us on
one of our yacht voyages,
you will have your answer in
about two seconds, as you
are welcomed aboard with
friendly smiles, a cold towel,
and a glass of champagne. 
 
Our mega-yacht voyages
embody great attention to
detail, customization, quality, and casual elegance-- all
hallmarks of a Zoom Vacation.
 
Since the yachts are smaller we can visit smaller ports,
inaccessible to larger ships, and we can stay longer at
each destination.  The food is exquisite, and since it is
all inclusive, our time onboard is simply effortless.  Once
you start comparing the two experiences, you realize
that there truly is no comparison.  Pictures of a recent
yachting adventure can be found on our Facebook page.
 In fact, the photo above is from one of our stops at St.
Barth's in the Caribbean. 
 
Click here to view Zoom Vacations' Facebook page, and
"like" us.
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a 50 year cycle in my life, a
filling in of that last missing
piece.

Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to Cuba in April 
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