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If you sit down and talk to
Roger, you'll find that  you
don't want to stop talking,
and you'll have no trouble
finding things to talk about.
He is one of those people
who is so present in
conversation and action,
that just being around him
makes you feel special. Of
course, when a guy like
Roger joins a tour, you know
the trip just got even
better. 
 
Zoom:  You were with Zoom
in Sydney for Mardi Gras
and you just returned from
Argentina and Brazil with

Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

4,500-Year-Old City Discovered in
China
 
Just days ago, a 4,500-year-old
Neolithic city was discovered by
archeologists excavating in
China.  
 
Part of a trapezoidal city wall
and moat have been uncovered,
along with many houses, and
artifacts such as deer heads,
antlers, tortoise shells and
wheat and rice seeds.
 
This is just an example of the many incredible things
being discovered in China daily!  On Zoom's trip, one of
the highlights is one of China's greatest discoveries, the
Terracotta Warriors.  Zoom Vacations even gives our
travelers the rare opportunity of a face-to-face encounter
with the warriors.  Of course we also visit China's
incredible cities, small towns, and the Great Wall, one of
the New Seven Wonders of the World!
 
 Read more about our trip to China

Zoom Vacations
Peru Photos
 
There is just something
about Machu Picchu. We're
not sure what it is, but
many travelers agree, when
you step foot on Machu
Picchu, and see it for the
first time, you know you
are somewhere truly special

and in many ways magical.
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Zoom Vacations travelers and new
friends enjoy dinner at Ayers Rock

(Uluru) in Australia

Zoom.  How did you enjoy
these two trips and how
were they different or
similar?
 
Roger:  I enjoyed both trips
tremendously.  I had never
been to either continent so
the experiences were firsts
for me and will remain
forever memorable.  The
trips were similar in that
they included discovering
world class cities (Sydney,
Buenos Aires & Rio de
Janeiro).  They both also
had a component of
exploring nature with the
Featherdale Wildlife Park
and the Great Barrier Reef
in Australia and Iguacu
National Park on the border
of Argentina and Brazil.
 
As for the differences, I was
in Sydney for a major event,
Mardi Gras.  I was also
celebrating my 50th.  In
South America, I did not
travel when there was a
major event like Carnival,
Gay Pride, or New Years. 
And of course there was the
language barrier in South
America.
 
Zoom:  What was your
favorite part of each of
these trips?
 
Roger:  In Australia my
favorite part was the Great
Barrier Reef, the rainforest
and Barron River Falls. 
Don't get me wrong, Sydney
was fantastic (as was Mardi
Gras) but the nature was
simply marvelous.  I have to
say the same for South
America.  Even though I am
a bit of a foodie and the
restaurants in Buenos Aires
were amazing, the visit to
Iguacu Falls was my
favorite.
 
Zoom:  How did Zoom play

Yet, this is just one of the many things our travelers
experienced on Zoom Peru.  This is a country with many
diverse offerings, and as the pictures reveal, Zoom gave
our guests the best of the best in prodigious Peru. 
 
Join Zoom Vacations on our tour, and see why "Out
Traveler" named it one of the top 10 trips to change your
life.
 
See the photos 

Zoom Vacations:
Reflecting on
Ten Years 
This Month: The
Big Surprise 
 
When we first started
Zoom Vacations, we
thought the thing we
would enjoy most, the
thing that would be most
meaningful, was getting to
travel to areas of the world

that we loved and felt connected to.
 
While this can be enjoyable, ask us today what the best
part about owning Zoom Vacations has been for the past
10 years, and this is not the answer we give.
 
Something we have learned in our travels is that life is all
about relationships. We didn't realize when we started
Zoom that through these trips we would meet many of
our best friends in the world.  It is amazing how close
you can get, and how much one can learn from another
when you travel together.  
 
Without question, the best thing about Zoom Vacations is
the people we meet along the way.  We look forward to
the new friendships that the next ten years will bring.

Zoom Vacations Argentina Photos 

It's hard to capture the
essence of Argentina in
picture.  This is a
country you have to
live, not gawk at
through a lens.  But

http://www.zoomvacations.com/australia.htm?utm_source=DecemberNewsletter2013&utm_campaign=December+13+newsletter&utm_medium=email
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Iguacu Falls

Buddha-Licious sports her

a part in why they were
special?
 
Roger:  I had the pleasure
of Bryan's company in
Australia and Joel's in South
America.  These gentlemen
ensured genuinely worry-
free trips.  The
accommodations, group
dinners, cocktail parties,
organized tours, suggestions
for free time, and small
personal touches made both
trips first class all the way. 
Not to mention the generous
time and attention given in
helping me prepare for each
trip as well.
 
Zoom:  How did the group
get along on the
Argentina/Brazil trip?  Did
you come away with any
new friends?
 
Roger:  The group just
clicked. There seriously
were never any issues. We
all just got along well.  
 
Evidence of that was a lunch
we had after shopping at
the San Telmo Market. We
enjoyed such great
conversation and company
that the time passed with
"lunch" ending 6 hours
later.  And my roommate
(who coincidentally was
from Sydney) wins the "Best
Roommate Ever!" award. 
We drank to that on my last
day in Rio. 
 
There was also a group
member who lives in the
same metro area as me who
is now a new friend.
 
Zoom:  Argentina is
considered one of the
world's most gay friendly
countries.  Did you feel this
while you were there?
 
Roger:  You know, I never

these pictures do a
pretty good job of
capturing snippets of
that wonderful
South American culture
so full of passion,
intrigue, love and
beauty.  
 
It's a country that is
ethnically mostly Italian,
esthetically heavily
French, and culturally
Latino with British sensibilities--enigmatic to say the
least.  But it all works perfectly. 

See the Photos

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
by Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
  
Holiday Gift Ideas for Your Pet-
Loving Friends
 
Everyone has a pet-lover on their
holiday gift list. But what if you've
neglected to purchase a unique
giraffe figurine on your Zoom trip to
South Africa, or, you couldn't find an
alpaca scarf in Peru? Fear not, pet
lovers are fairly easy to please. 
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holiday frockthought about it.  I think the
fact that I was never
uncomfortable at any time
during the trip makes it
clear to me that they
certainly must be.
 
Zoom:  What did you think
of Argentina's famous
Tango?
 
Roger:  One of our group
members described it as
"Sensational".  I think that
sums it up best.  It was
simply the best dancing I
have ever seen.
 
Zoom:  A lot of people call
Buenos Aires the Paris of
South America.  Do you
agree with this comparison?
 
Roger:  Having been to
Paris, I would agree. 
Especially after seeing the
architecture of the city,
learning about Buenos Aires'
history and visiting places
like the Opera House.
 
Zoom:  How would you
describe Iguacu Falls to
someone who has never
been?  Were the Falls as
impressive as you thought
they would be?
 
Roger:  As I stated the Falls
were the favorite part of my
trip.  The reason is because
of their awe-inspiring
beauty.  It's hard to
comprehend the power of
the water without seeing it
up close. It was far more
impressive than I
anticipated.
 
Zoom:  Where will you go
next with Zoom Vacations? 
What interests you about
this particular trip?
 
Roger:  I think South
Africa.  I have never been,
and it includes the safari

Here are a few ideas that have
proven extremely popular for my
pet loving friends: How about a
breed specific Christmas tree ornament or one in which you
can insert a picture of a special pet? Picture frames with a
favorite pet's photo in it are well received.  However, perhaps
the gift your pet loving friends will appreciate the most is a
donation--in your friend's name-- to the animal shelter near
them. Nothing pleases us more than knowing someone else
has thought about a homeless pet. 
 
2013 has been the year the celebrate our animal-lover
travelers and their best friends. Thank you, Wayne Disher for
writing these helpful and insightful articles! 
 
Next year we start our new theme, dedicated to the
foodie in all of us, with tips, restaurant recommendations
worldwide, and even recipes. 

Zooming with Joel
  
Upgrade Secrets
   
I'm a bit of a
flight/mileage/upgrade geek.
 So, guests going on Zoom
trips call me all the time to
figure out the best way to get
to a Zoom destination the
cheapest and
most comfortable way
possible.  As many of you
know, not all business class is
created equal and not all
business class costs the same.  So, it makes sense to do
a little research to make sure the plane you are booked
on meets your expectations.  On routes like Peru, for
instance, some airlines fly with flat beds while others
offer a modest recline in Business Class, typically for
about the same price, since these routes are price
competitive.
  
In terms of price, how can one fly First or Business Class
for the price of coach? Easy!  Combine a paid ticket and
miles to confirm a business class seat.  For instance, a
$1000 plus 50,000 miles and a $700 co-pay equal a
$4,000 business class ticket.  Better yet, look for
discounted business class tickets and upgrade to first
class.  I once flew to China in first class for all of $3,000
after I paid for a ticket and used upgrades.  However,
often times, it makes more sense to buy a discounted
business class ticket than to use miles and co pay to
upgrade.  Recently, for instance, a business class ticket
to Peru was going for as little as $1200.  Buying a ticket



and visit to Victoria Falls. 
As you can tell from my
previous answers, exploring
nature is the allure for me.  
 
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
next trip to southern Africa

and using miles with a co-pay to upgrade would have
cost more.  
 
For some destinations, flying Coach verses Business or
First may not matter that much, but especially if you are
flying from the States or Canada to Australia, it just
might matter a lot!
 
Read about our next trip to Australia, February 27 to
March 7

Zoom Notes
  
Only Two Blue Train tickets left for Zoom Southern
Africa, 2014
Click here for more information
 
Rio Carnival Sambadromo Tickets now available!
Contact Joel for more information
 
Premium Voyager Class from only $2600 round trip
on Zoom Southern Africa    
Contact Joel for more information
 
Business Class as low as $1600 round trip on Zoom
Peru, 2014
Contact Joel for more information
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