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Ron joined Zoom Vacations in
Rio several years ago as a
single traveler.  Now in a
relationship, once we
announced Zoom Israel, he
knew he wanted to join us,
and fortunately his boyfriend
Guillermo was onboard as
well.  Armed with excellent
cameras and adventurous
spirits, you just knew that
these two were destined for a
great time.

Zoom:  Ron, you joined us in
Rio for New Years several
years ago as a single
traveler, and now in Israel
and Jordan with Guillermo. 
How was the experience
different as a single traveler
on a gay group versus part of

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Jordan Photos
 
Zoom Vacations' tour of Jordan
took our travelers to Amman,
Petra, and the Dead Sea.
 
We stayed in the country's
best hotels and resorts and
enjoyed delicious meals.  It is
hard to say if the highlight of
the trip was Petra or the Dead
Sea.  Both are truly
spectacular sites to experience firsthand. 
 
Our pictures say it all. Have a look.

Rio's Newest Eye Candy
 
With so many beautiful sites,
views, and people to see in
Rio, there is now a burgeoning
art scene as well. Rio has
recently welcomed two new art
museums. One is MAR, Museu
de Arte do Rio which focuses
on imagery of and about Rio
and Brazil, as well as
international exhibits. The other is Casa Daros, located
below Sugarloaf in a renovated neo-classical mansion.
 
The MAR museum spans across two renovated buildings
- an historic mansion and a former bus
terminal, connected by a modern glass walkway as well
as an elaborate roof feature designed like a wavy-water
surface. 
 
Casa Daros houses the private collection of over 1200
contemporary Latin American artworks assembled by
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Zoom Vacations Travelers
enjoy the Great Barrier

Reef

a couple on a gay group trip?

Ron:  First of all, both
destinations are amazing so
you would be hard pressed
not to have a great time in
either location -- either as a
single traveler or as part of a
couple.  With that said, they
were very different
experiences for me.  I had
been to Rio a few times
before I went with Zoom,
and so with Zoom it wasn't
as much about seeing the
city as it was getting caught
up in all of the festivities,
revelers and parties
surrounding New Year's in
Rio.  In Israel and Jordan,
my experience with
Guillermo by my side was
one of the best group
vacations of my life.   We had
the opportunity to spend
quality time with each other
each day, while also getting
to know and appreciate our
newly formed Zoom friends.  
   
Zoom:  Why did you both
want to go to Israel and
Jordan?
 
Guillermo:  Neither of us
had been to the Middle East
before, and both of us were
raised Christian.  The biblical
history of the region has
always fascinated us and we
had talked about taking a trip
to Israel to experience this
historical and religious
significance first hand.  
When we saw that Zoom was
offering this location -- it
became very clear that this
was a trip that we did not
want to miss; and arranged
our work schedules to join
the trip.

Zoom:  How did Tel Aviv Gay
Pride compare to other Prides
you have attended?

Ron:  Tel Aviv Pride is really

Swiss collector Ruth Schmidheiny, former wife of Swiss
billionaire and philanthropist Stephen Schmidheiny, and
her curator, Hans-Michael Herzog. 
 
With the rise in Brazilian middle class there is also a
rising interest in the art world - or more specifically in
collecting art. This has given rise to a flourishing art
scene, replete with new galleries joining the likes of
Galeria Anna Niemeyer and new art-related events
including ArtRio, an international contemporary art fair.
 
For those of you who prefer your art au naturale, it is
always amazing to check out the ubiquitous street art in
Rio. Design Week says, "Brazilian graffiti art is
considered among the most significant strand(s) of
global urban art, and its diversity defies the increasing
homogeneity of world graffiti." This art form is literally
everywhere in Rio - from favelas to upper class
neighborhoods. Graffiti, called grafite in Portuguese,
was legally decriminalized through a law passed in
2009, thus enabling artists to proliferate their talents as
long as they have consent of the building's owner. 
The views in Rio were already an art form, but now
there is additional beauty beyond the beach!
 
Join our trip in Rio for New Years and see Rio's art for
yourself!

Zoom Vacations:
Reflecting on Ten
Years 
This month: our
biggest challenge
  
Last month we talked about the
first days of Zoom and how
work-life balance flew out the

window.  Now, we answer the question that seems to
always pop up at parties and social engagements,
"What's been the most challenging thing that has
happened on a trip?"
 
In general, one of the toughest things about organizing
special events and excursions during our trips is
accounting for the things we can't control, and our
biggest variable is the weather. 
 
We will never forget a trip to the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia several years ago, when a huge storm rolled
in, and changed everything we had planned.  On day
two, we were supposed to enjoy a day of rafting, with
our plan B being to take the Kuranda train through the
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amazing and lots of fun! We
never thought that so many
people could attend this
event. The city being so gay
friendly attracts everyone to
celebrate this huge event all
united without any
discrimination.

Zoom:  What were your
highlights from the trip?

Guillermo:   For anyone who
has had the chance to see
our highlight pictures on
Facebook, you know that it
was very hard for us to
narrow down the highlights
to just a few, given all of the
amazing sights and activities
from this trip.  While we
enjoyed Jordan, we fell in
love with Israel.  From the
moment you enter Israel you
are treated to an array of
historical and religious sights
of biblical proportion. Around
every corner you see
something or someplace that
you learned about growing
up. 

Ron:   Additionally, we would
be remiss if we did not
mention our local Zoom
guide who was with us
throughout Israel, who was
hands-down the best guide
we've ever had.   She was an
educator, comedian,
historian, and group-mother
all rolled into one package.  
Not only was she a walking
encyclopedia on Israel, but
she was able to keep her
gaggle of gays entertained,
engaged, and on schedule for
seven days touring around
the Promised Land - no small
feat!
 
Zoom:  Guillermo, Ron had
been with us before, and I
am sure he told you about
what to expect, but were you
nervous at all about the trip?
 

rainforest with five star service.  We were woken up at
4:00 AM by our rafting company, who informed us that
there was too much water for safe rafting.  Plan B was
also destroyed since the storm had washed out the train
tracks in one spot.
 
We immediately began calling around, identifying
options that the weather hadn't ruled out.  We found a
great Aboriginal cultural attraction, which had live
entertainment and the chance to learn the art of
throwing boomerangs.  After this, we went to a unique
rainforest park, where we saw huge crocodiles and
other animals not found outside the rainforest.  
 
Still, we figured we needed to do something else to add
some light to a rainy day, so we threw a huge Australian
Bar B Q that evening, and had an absolute blast.  

The next day, after we had made rainbows out of rain,
and the clouds had parted, our trip to the Great Barrier
Reef went on as planned! 
 
Read about our next tour to Australia during Mardi Gras

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
by Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
  
A few months back, I wrote
about leaving your pets at a
boarding facility.  However,
the best case scenario is leaving
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Wayne's buddies

Guillermo:  Since Ron had
told me about how great his
experience was with Zoom, I
was never nervous about the
organization, hotels or places
selected by Zoom. I was a
little more concerned about
the safety going to this part
of the world being American
citizens; however, in
retrospect I always felt
completely safe and
comfortable.
 
Zoom:   What surprised you
about these destinations?
  
Ron:  All the beautiful
scenery was really amazing.
Security in public places and
hotels was a plus to make us
feel safe.
  
Guillermo:  Jerusalem
having the contrast of an old,
yet modern city really
surpassed our expectations. 
We found it to be charming,
fashionable and totally
different of what we thought.
 
Zoom:  Would you
recommend Israel and
Jordan to your friends?  What
do you think they would
most enjoy about the trip? 
  
Ron:  Israel, absolutely!   We
had set the bar pretty high
on our expectations for Israel
and our experience in Israel
completely surpassed all of
our expectations.  Israel is an
amazing destination with
such a unique blend of
geographical, archeological,
and religious diversity that
has us wanting to go back.
  
On the other hand, Jordan,
with the beautiful world
heritage of Petra, is a place
that someone visiting this
area doesn't want to miss.
 
Zoom:  Where is your next
trip going to be with Zoom?

your pet with a trusted friend or
family member who already
knows your dog.  
 
In advance of leaving, try and
spend some extra time together
to make the transition easier.  If
you bring your dog into their
home, try to get the pets over a
few times before you go to
acclimate them to the new
environment.  
 
Provide your pet-sitter with details:  Your itinerary, your
contact info, your vet's info, when/how much food,
feeding times, walking schedule, behavioral quirks (he
hates Lady Gaga's voice, he's scared of the vacuum, he
chews shoes, etc.). Be sure to give your sitters some of
your pet's favorite toys, more food than needed in case
your return is delayed, leash and poop bags and it may
also help to leave a shirt or other article of clothing that
smells like you. 
 
No matter who is watching your pet, it's your job to
ensure that they have all the supplies they need.
Finally, while you're away, give your friend a call, shoot
them an email or send a text message. Something to let
them know that your trip is on schedule....and don't
forget to say "thank you."

Zooming with Joel
  
Why I love Tango in
Buenos Aires
  
One of my favorite activities
that our travelers enjoy on
Zoom Argentina is learning
to dance the Tango from
local professional dancers. 
  
Tango is sexy and sensual
without being overtly sexual.
Before you see two men
dance the Tango, you may
assume that one dancer will appear feminine, and the
other masculine, but this isn't the case.  Instead, the
dance lends itself to an uncanny juxtaposition of
individuality and communion.  
 
In fact, Tango is so popular that Argentinian doctors
have been prescribing it for heart attack patients,
saying that it can generate the same beneficial effects
for coronary arteries and for the heart as walking and



  
Guillermo:  We have talked
about either South Africa or
India -- both are very
appealing to us; and we
would not want to do either
without Zoom's expertise. 

Read about Zoom Vacations'
next tour to Israel

jogging.  Plus, it's so fun that patients have better odds
of keeping up the exercise.
 
After our class, that evening we see the masters of the
dance in action at the best Tango show in Buenos Aires.
 It's truly sensational, and something that I wish
everyone could see in their lifetime.
 
 Read about our trip to Argentina in November, and
experience Tango for yourself

Zoom Notes
  
One cabin left on our Mega Yacht Voyage.  
Click here for more information 
  
Zoom southern Africa 2013:  Sold Out
Click here for next year's dates and information  
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