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For Joe and David, traveling
is serious - serious FUN that
is!  For their first Zoom
Vacation, we were truly
amazed at how Joe managed
to get David all the way to
the airport to surprise him
with a Zoom Rio New Years
gift, even going as far as
getting David's Brazil visa
without him knowing.  Now
that takes planning skills!  
 
Another innate skill they
have is making everyone
around them laugh, feel at
ease and welcomed.  So, it
was no surprise that they
easily gathered a bunch of
friends to join them on
another Zoom Vacation, this
time in Argentina.  This
couple first met in
kindergarden (seriously), and
we came back amazed at

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Australia Photos
 
People may hear about our trip
to Australia, due to Sydney
Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras,
but that event is just one
aspect of a truly multi-
dimensional trip.
 
Everyone who takes our tours
has unique interests, so
everyone may have a different
favorite part of the trip.  
 
However, this trip is so well-rounded, that there is truly
something for everyone.  Party hard in Sydney. Study
Aboriginal culture and history in the desert at Uluru.
 Breathe sensationally freshest air in the oldest
rainforest in the world.  Swim with vibrant fish in the
Great Barrier Reef, one of the 7 Natural Wonders of the
World.  
 
Our pictures say it all.  Have a look.

Zoom Argentina
Photos
  
Zoom Argentina has been one
of our most popular trips for
many years, and it seems to
just get better and better.
 

As birthplace of one our most beloved gay icons (Evita),
and the only country in South America with legalized
gay marriage, it is no wonder that LGBT travelers feel so
comfortable here.
 
Add to that its friendly residents, incredible food,
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View from the Blue Doors

how Joe and David love to
bring out the kid in everyone.

Zoom:  What made you
decide to come on another
Zoom Vacations tour? 
 
Joe:  I surprised Dave for his
birthday and took him on the
Rio New Years Eve trip three
years ago, and we had such
a great time and met some
amazing people, so we
decided to go on another
Zoom trip. The attention to
detail and planning by Zoom
makes the trips effortless. All
we had to do is show up and
enjoy.  
   
Zoom:  How did it compare
to the last one?
 
Joe: Each trip takes on its
own personality due to the
people, places, and the
guides that are taking such
great care of us. New Years
in Rio was a lively upbeat
experience with plenty of
time to sight see and
welcome the New Year in
style. The procession to
Copacabana Beach on New
Year's Eve with everyone
dressed in white was quite an
experience.
 
Buenos Aires started with a
welcome party at the Hotel
Axel that set the stage for
the rest of the week. How
could you go wrong with a
hotel whose tag line is:
Hetero Friendly. The
shopping, tourist sites, and
food were spectacular. We
met a new group of friends
we hope to travel with again
soon. Zoom did an incredible
job with organization and
making sure we were always
well taken care of!
 
Zoom:  What are the
benefits of traveling as part
of a gay group?

brilliant architecture, and cutting edge fashion, and you
have a gay traveler hot spot like no other!
  
See the photos

Puerto Vallarta's
Blue Doors Resort
Joins Club Zoom
 
The Blue Chairs Resort, our
newest Club Zoom member, is
located on the beachfront in the
"Romantic Zone" of Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, just
a few short blocks from the center of town and
entertainment.
 
This beachfront resort is a few steps from restaurants,
bars, shops and some of the most popular night clubs of
Vallarta. When you stay at Blue Chairs, you will be in
the heart of the gay zone in a luxuriously renovated
resort in an elegant Mexican style. The Blue Chairs
Resort, known throughout the world, is incomparable to
any other local gay hotel and is the only such lodging in
Puerto Vallarta with direct beachfront access and with
deluxe services at a reasonable cost.

Club Zoom Members (that's you) receive 10% off your
stay!

Contact us to book your stay at Blue Doors with this
special discount

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
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Zoom's Bryan Herb and one
of his best friends

Joe:  We really enjoy
traveling as part of a gay
group as it really creates a
comfort level that is not
present when traveling with a
heterosexual group. We have
learned a lot about other
cultures and countries not
only from the guides on the
trip, but from the people and
places they have traveled.  It
does make for very colorful
events when this group gets
decked out for the night. We
are also comforted by the
fact that Zoom never places
us in compromising or
potentially dangerous
situations. We always were in
areas that made us feel
welcome and that the locals
appreciated our tourism. 
 
Zoom:  What was your
favorite thing about Buenos
Aires?

Joe:   Probably the favorite
thing was taking tango
lessons (you learn a lot about
your partner when you take
dance lessons together LOL)
and going to one of the best
tango shows in all of
Argentina. 
 
Zoom:  Did Iguacu Falls live
up to your expectations?

Joe:  It exceeded our
expectations! Iguacu Falls
was absolutely spectacular!
These truly are one of the
wonders of the world. To be
able to walk above the falls
and take the boat ride into
the falls made it even more
memorable. We would highly
recommend everyone visit
Iguacu Falls. 
 
Zoom:   Since you came with
a group of friends, did you
still meet new ones?
  
Joe:  On both our trips Rio

codes necessary to redeem these offers.

For the Animal lover in All of Us 
By Zoom Traveler, Wayne Disher.
 
The only thing better than going on a Zoom Vacation
would be taking your dog or cat with you on a Zoom
Vacation. As big dog lovers themselves, Zoom owners
Joel Cabrera and Bryan Herb would probably support a
"Bring your dog on Zoom" trip, but unfortunately there
are harsh restrictions on travel with animals, and-let's
face it-bringing Fido or Fifi with you wouldn't be as easy
as you think. My two Labradors are members of my
family, and leaving them safely cared for at home
always causes me some degree of guilt. So what I like
to do is compensate. When I go on a trip with Zoom
Vacations, I try to combine my love of travel with my
love of animals-particularly dogs.
 
For example, I'm one of those
tourists who will look for
souvenirs to take home for my
pets. "Look Shiloh, daddy
brought you a collar in Rome!"
It may sound silly, but getting
a fun trinket not only eases my
guilt for having fun without my
dogs, but it serves another
more important purpose.  In
the case of a collar, it gives me
great memories of my trip to Rome every time Shiloh
runs up to me.
 
Another time as I walked around shops by the Rialto
Market district -one of Venice's busiest-I saw this
beautiful ceramic tile in a shop window. It had a black
dog on it and said "Attenti al Cane!".  I brought it home
and it now hangs in my foyer.  It's really beautiful,
actually, and every day it validates my feelings that my
dogs really are an important part of my family.  If you
are a dog owner, you definitely know what I am talking
about.

Zooming with Joel
  
One of the greatest joys of traveling is trying new
dishes, authentic to the destination. Even better, is
when we have the opportunity to learn how to make
these dishes ourselves.  
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and Buenos Aires we have
met new friends for life.
There are so many
opportunities to interact
during tours, meals, and
events; all of which are
planned out so well. It is
refreshing to meet all the
different people from literally
all over the world and be
able to spend quality time
with them. 
 
Zoom:  Did you do anything
great on this trip that you
may not have done if you
had planned it by yourself?
  
Joe:  The private parties and
dinners at places we would
have never found made the
trip much more special.  As I
mentioned before, the tango
lessons are something we
would have never done on
our own as well. I am not
even sure I would have ever
thought to even visit Iguacu
Falls without Zoom?
 
Zoom:  What surprised you
about Buenos Aires or Iguacu
Falls?
 
Joe:   I think we were
surprised at the sheer size of
Buenos Aires. The people
were very kind and helpful. 
I would have loved to have
seen Buenos Aires in its hay-
day.  Iguacu Falls was just
plain magnificent! 
 
Zoom:   Where would you
next like to go with Zoom
Vacations?

Joe:  We have already signed
up for the Israel trip in 2014
including Jerusalem, Tel Aviv
& Petra.  This looks to be
quite an insight into the
 culture, and cuisine of Israel
and very rich in history. 
 
Zoom:  Anything else you'd
like to add?

For instance, on our trip to
China, a woman we know
named Mrs Woo invites us
into her home and teaches
us how to make traditional
Chinese dumplings, or Jiaozi.
 Here is a recipe that we
adapted a bit in the Zoom
Kitchen.  Perhaps this recipe
can become a special
addition to your next dinner
or cooking party!
 
Ingredients
 
Jiaozi dough:
* 3 cups all-purpose flour
* up to 1 1/4 cups cold water
* 1/4 teaspoon salt
 
Filling:
* 1 cup grated carrot
* 1 TB soy sauce
* 1 teaspoon salt
* 1 TB Chinese rice wine or dry sherry
* 1/4 teaspoon freshly ground white pepper
* 3 TB sesame oil
* 1/2 green onion, finely minced
* 1 1/2 cups finely shredded Napa cabbage
* 4 tablespoons shredded bamboo shoots
* 2 slices fresh ginger, finely minced
* 1 clove garlic, peeled and finely minced
 
Preparation:
Stir the salt into the flour. Slowly stir in the cold water,
adding as much as is necessary to form a smooth
dough. Don't add more water than is necessary. Knead
the dough into a smooth ball. Cover the dough and let it
rest for at least 30 minutes.
 
While the dough is resting, prepare the filling
ingredients. Add the soy sauce, salt, rice wine and white
pepper to the grated carrots, stirring in only one
direction. Add the remaining ingredients, stirring in the
same direction, and mix well.
 
To make the dumpling dough: knead the dough until it
forms a smooth ball. Divide the dough into 60 pieces.
Roll each piece out into a circle about 3-inches in
diameter.
 
Place a small portion (about 1 level tablespoon) of the
filling into the middle of each wrapper. Wet the edges of
the dumpling with water. Fold the dough over the filling
into a half moon shape and pinch the edges to seal.
Continue with the remainder of the dumplings.
 



 
Joe:  We are so lucky to
have the opportunity to
travel and be exposed to
parts of the world that most
people will never have a
chance to see. We are thrilled
to have met Zoom, Bryan &
Joel and can't wait to visit
the world with them and
many new friends.  

Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to Israel in June

To cook, bring a large pot of water to a boil. Add half
the dumplings, giving them a gentle stir so they don't
stick together. Bring the water to a boil, and add 1/2
cup of cold water. Cover and repeat. When the
dumplings come to a boil for a third time, they are
ready. Drain and remove. If desired, they can be pan-
fried at this point.
 
Read about our tour of China, where you can learn to
make these from the master, Mrs. Woo.
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