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One would be hard-pressed
to find someone who doesn't
instantly like Jesse, and
every time he is able to free
up his busy schedule to
travel with Zoom, we are
thrilled!  We featured Jesse
long ago after a trip to Rio
de Janeiro with Zoom
Vacations, and we were able
to catch up with him again.

Zoom:  What originally
brought you to travel with
Zoom?

Jesse:  I joined Zoom not

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Pisco on Earth and Good Will
Towards Men
 
At the end of every July, right
around Peruvian Independence
Day, the people of Peru pay
homage to a symbol of national
pride just as strong as the
national flag: pisco. Known as
the national liquor of Peru, pisco
is a grape brandy that was
originally created from lower-
quality grapes which the
Spaniards didn't want to use for wine. It received its
name from the port town of Pisco that was the shipping
point for most of the liquor sent back to Spain and to the
rest of Peru. 
 
Pisco has recently come into fashion due to its increased
popularity among foreign visitors and its promotion by a
recently united pisco producers organization, which was
created to ensure quality and promote pisco around the
world. World pisco, if you will. 
 
Pisco is not without its controversies, though. While Peru
is the largest producer of pisco and is widely known as
the home of pisco, Chile, and northern Chile in particular,
also lay claim to the origins and name of the pisco liquor.
Zoom Vacations Founder, Joel Cabrera, is currently on a
research trip to Chile and has promised to investigate the
matter extensively with many samples of pisco. 
 
Zoom travelers on our annual Peru trip experience the
famous pisco sour first-hand. If you would like more
information about joining our trip, please click here.
 
Pisco Sour Recipe: 1 cup pisco, ice, 1/3 cup lemon juice,
1/3 cup white sugar, 1 egg white, 1 dash of angostura
bitters.
Blend on high speed in a blender, or beat quickly with a
fork in order to form its signature foamy top layer.
Garnish with a lime.
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too long after they started,
because they offered a trip
to Rio de Janeiro that
sounded incredible.  
What's great about Zoom is
that they kind of roll out the
red carpet in every
destination and create a
magical experience.

Zoom: What made you
decide to take your second
and third trips with Zoom?

Jesse:   I work hard, and I
want someone I believe in
and trust to handle the
details. There is always
good energy involved with
Zoom Vacations. It's like
everyone Zoom works with
has good karma.
 
Zoom:  What is your
favorite part about the
Zoom experience? 

Jesse:  My favorite part is
that there is a nice balance
of culture and sexy fun. I
think sometimes you go on
vacation and you fall into
one thing and not
experience another thing. It
is not like that with Zoom.
For instance, in Madrid, we
also went to Toledo, and we
are able to capture a lot of
history and culture.

Zoom:  Both New Years in
Rio and Gay Pride in Madrid
are major events for these
cities. Did the events have a
similar feel at all?

Jesse:  Besides being
celebratory, everyone was
there just to have a great
time.  They were
orchestrated in a way that
was comfortable and safe
and I was able to enjoy the
moment.
 
Zoom:  How has your
perspective on travel and

Announcing Zoom
Vietnam and
Cambodia!
Zoom is proud to announce the
details and itinerary of our new
trip to Vietnam and Cambodia,
with highlights including Hanoi,
Saigon,  China Beach, Halong

Bay, and Angkor Wat.  
 
While staying in Da Nang near China Beach at the Fusion
Maia Resort in one of their private pool suites, each
guest will receive two massages or spa treatments a day,
completely included. According to Bryan Herb, one of the
owners of Zoom Vacations, this resort is "off the hook".
 
In addition to the luxurious accommodations, this trip
has endless unique activities that really set it apart from
other tours of Vietnam and Cambodia. Our interactive
Vietnamese street food cooking class emphasizes the
local tropical flavors that taste so much more intense
than what one might find back home, because they were
just picked the day before. With all the chopping and
washing done beforehand, our guests get to focus on
mixing endless flavors to create traditional Vietnamese
dishes with the help of our knowledgable and endlessly
entertaining host chef.
 
If you've ever enjoyed looking at the intricate designs of
the Vietnamese lanterns that are sometimes found in
trendy shops in the US, imagine how much more excited
you will be when you create your own with the help of an
expert lantern-maker. Afterwards check out the local
lantern shops where the selection is ample, and the
prices at a small fraction of the cost of what you would
find back home. 
 
The Cambodia portion of the tour boasts the world's
largest religious complex, Angkor Wat, which is so mind-
boggling and mystical, it is likely to be the trip highlight.
 While in Cambodia, we also take a private tour of the
foating villages of Tonle Sap Lake, and much more. 
 
As a member of Club Zoom, we are giving you the first
opportunity to book the trip before it is published live on
our site.  Click here to read all about it!  Call us to
reserve your spot (773.772.9666), or please email
bryan@zoomvacations.com.
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taking vacations changed in
the last few years?

Jesse:   I think the older I
get the more I want people
to handle the details for me.
Instead of jumping on a
plane and going somewhere
and hoping for the best, I
want things to be organized
and not left to chance.   I
need my downtime on
vacation to be exactly that.
 Good energy attracts good
energy, and I think that is
why Zoom works so well.

Zoom:  Have you
experienced these
destinations on your own? If
so, what is the difference
when you are with Zoom?

Jesse:  On my own, it
doesn't feel as organized. I
think that when you travel
on your own, you get stuck
on one agenda, and it
doesn't really allow you to
broaden your horizons.
 Zoom organizes things I
wouldn't think to do on my
own, and then I do it, and
it's simply amazing.  For
instance, when we were in
Rio, Zoom organized a
lavish cocktail party on
Sugarloaf Mountain, with
live Brazilian music.  And if
the setting, the view, and
the food and drinks were
not incredible enough, they
had helicopters swooping in
to take us all on tours of
Rio.  It was completely
magical, like being in a
movie.

Zoom:  What has been your
favorite event organized by
Zoom?

Jesse:  My birthday party
on Ipanema Beach in Rio.
Zoom bent over backwards
and pulled a rabbit out of
the hat basically.  From

Zoom Madrid
Photos
There is just something about
celebrating Gay Pride in one of
the most gay-friendly countries
in the world that makes it extra
special.  And like all Zoom
Vacations, we didn't just do the
parties and parade.  Rather, Zoom's trip to Madrid for
Gay Pride gave our travelers a comprehensive,
experiential trip including flamenco, history, and culture,
while staying in what we believe is the best hotel in the
city! View the photos

THE OUT NYC Joins
Club Zoom
THE OUT NYC is New York's first
straight-friendly urban resort
offering 105 contemporary
minimalist rooms, unique public
spaces including the XL Nightclub, ultra-chic 14,000 sq.
ft. lounge, Cabaret and dance club, KTCHN Restaurant
and 3 individual courtyards; perfect for weddings,
cocktail parties and brainstorming sessions.
Complimentary internet access, a 24 hour business
center, meeting facilities and a fitness center also makes
the hotel an ideal choice for guests visiting the Big Apple
for business or pleasure.  Club Zoom members receive
10% off the lowest available rate.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country! And
the best part is, it's free! It is
simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
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beginning to end it was
perfect.

Zoom:  Was there
anything about Madrid and
Rio that led you to know
they were Zoom trips?

Jesse:  The balance of fun
and culture seem so
signature with Zoom
Vacations.  And everything
is always done tastefully.

Zoom:  Is there anything
else you would like to add?
 
Jesse:  Well, just that
something else I love about
traveling with Zoom is you
really learn a lot about the
destination you're visiting.
You learn about the people,
the culture, and the history,
and it is so inspiring.
 
Read our testimonials from
past Zoom Vacations tours. 
 

us about what a typical day is like at Zoom headquarters.
 It is no surprise that a company that creates fun
vacation experiences also has a lot fun doing it. Not a
week goes by that we don't find ourselves in fits of
laughter, or amused by the wackiness that often is
abundant in the world of gay travel.

You are what you eat...
Working closely with a team of people, you discover
things about each other that you never thought you
would know.  Lately we have realized that we are
perhaps too familiar with each other's eating habits.  
 
After trying to give up energy drinks for awhile, Daniel's
back on the Red Bull wagon.
Marie-Noelle's son is apparently awesome at baking fresh
bread, and so it is often carbs, carbs, carbs for everyone-
-except her.  We've actually never seen her eat. 
 
Contrast that with Bryan.  In Ocean's Eleven, Brad Pitt is
eating something in every scene. Bryan does an imitation
of this every day and Daniel reminds him of this. If you
have been on a trip with Bryan, you know what we're
talking about.
 
Joel spends most of his time trying to convince us that
corn chips are, indeed, one of the four food groups. 

Zooming with Joel
Think of your favorite
restaurant that you know
well. Then go to Yelp or Trip
Advisor or any similar online
review site. When you read
the reviews I'm sure you'll be
surprised at just how much a
reviewer can get wrong.
Often times this is because
their expectations are
unrealistic or they are the
type of person who always
complains no matter what.
There is another possibility
that is becoming more and more common: it's fake. 
 
As online reviews and reputations have become more
and more important to the success of a business, new
services have sprung up that offer restaurants, hotels,
etc, the promise of overly-good reviews for them, and
even overly-bad reviews for their competitors, often from
reviewers who have never actually been to the
destination. This makes choosing the best business quite
difficult and impractical to weed through the
misinformation unless you know someone who has
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actually been to the destination. This is where a travel
planner comes in. 
 
The right travel planner will take away the stress of all
the research and experience needed to know the best
options for a well planned vacation. Especially when you
only have a certain number of vacation days from work,
it's important to get the most from those few days and
not leave  anything to chance. I have visited countless
hotels in each destination, and it never ceases to amaze
me how the hotels that are the best marketed and
reviewed online are not always the best hotels, and vise
versa. A good travel professional has personally
researched the destination, and as many aspects as
possible of the experience. 
 
Planning the right vacation can be stressful, and online
reviews can create as many questions as they answer. If
you would like to maximize your enjoyment out of a
vacation you've wanted to take for years, it only makes
sense to leave the details to a professional.
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