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On Zoom Vacations' recent
trip to India, we were
delighted that one of our
alums was able to make it
last minute. While in India,
Jerry made so many new
friends that extended far
beyond his group of
travelers.  Meeting local
people, especially in India
can be such an incredible,
rich experience, and Jerry
definitely made the most of
it.  Below, Jerry talks with
Zoom about the beautiful
people of India.

Zoom:  Compared to other
places you have been, what
were the attitudes of the
local people towards
travelers in their country? 

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Adds Additional Dates for
Cuba
 
When we announced Zoom
Cuba a few weeks ago, even we
were surprised at the
overwhelming response we
received.  It is a place we have
all heard about our entire lives,
and it is coincidentally one of
the most difficult to visit.
 
Our special educational license is valid through the
middle of next year, so Zoom Vacations is making the
most of it, adding another option for you to visit this
vibrant country! Our Spring, 2013 dates are April 19-26.
 
Read more about this trip

Anatomy of
Carnaval:  A
Breakdown of the
Best Party on Earth
 
Those that have never been to
the legendary Carnaval
celebrations in Rio are often

intimidated by what seems like a very complicated event.
While Carnaval is certainly a city-wide celebration with
millions of people involved, the setup is not as
complicated as you might think. With that in mind, here
is a breakdown of the event's major festivities. Don't
forget that while the more luxurious and infamous
celebrations come with a price tag, there are countless
street parties and nightclub parties that are free or
inexpensive. There are options for everyone when it
comes to Carnaval in Rio. 
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Jerry:  I can say without a
doubt that Indians are the
most gracious people I have
ever encountered in my
travels. They, as hosts,
believe that their "guests
are gods" and everywhere I
went I felt like I was most
welcome. It was almost as if
each person, even on the
street was truly welcoming
me with a greeting or by
striking up a conversation
taking an interest in my
experiences in India.

Zoom:  What was your
favorite interaction you had?

Jerry:  There were two
actually that stand out. One
was with a beautiful young
girl at Nagda Temple who
presented me with a flower
and the most precious
smile; she let me pose with
her for a photo, which I
absolutely love. The other
was with a guard working at
the museum at the Umaid
Bhawan Palace in Jodhpur; I
struck up a conversation
with him about his life and
employment, etc. and asked
him if he would pose for a
photo for me. With pride he
stood up tall, dusted himself
off, twirled the edges of his
handlebar mustache into
fine points and smiled a
wide old "cheese" smile.
Most excellent!
 
Zoom:  How did local 
residents receive our group?

Jerry:  I never got the
feeling that the locals looked
oddly at us or treated us
any differently because we
were a gay group. This was
a non-issue. We were
welcomed warmly
everywhere.

Zoom:  India is famous for
having great service, did

 
1) The Samba Parades at the Sambadromo
The most important question to ask yourself when you've
decided to go to Rio for Carnaval is which seats you
would like at the Samba Parade. These parades are
generally where all the flawless photos of samba dancers
are taken that are then used to promote the city and the
event around the world, and only the best of the best are
invited.  Tickets for this event range from a few hundred
dollars for good, numbered bleacher seats to over
$2,000 for a VIP front row seat. This is truly a once in a
lifetime experience, and people from all over the world
flock to Rio de Janeiro to experience this. 
 
2) The Scala Balls and The Copa Magic Ball
Every evening during Carnaval has at least one ballroom
celebration. The opening ball of the week, which is
definitely the most de luxe, is the Copacabana Palace
Queen's Magic Ball. This is where you will rub shoulders
with members of Brazil's elite and famous, and stars
such as P Diddy, Quincy Jones, Dolce and Gabbana, and
Calvin Klein. Tickets to the Magic Ball range from $1,300
to over $2,500, and with that you will experience a night
that will live in your memory forever. A chic tuxedo or an
outrageous costume is  de rigueur. Speaking of
outrageous costumes, the Scala Gay Ball on Tuesday
night of Carnaval is known for the most scandalous
costumes, and as such is broadcast on live TV
throughout Brazil. 
 
3) Street Festivals and Samba Rehearsals
As mentioned above, there are over 70 samba schools in
Rio, with the top 12 participating in the official
Sambadrome Parade. All of these samba bands need to
practice and prepare, and so they take to the streets,
generally in the same neighborhood that they represent.
You can run into these celebrations all over town during
all 4 days of Carnaval. The top samba schools generally
have halls for their preparations and have rehearsals that
are open to the public. Without a doubt, the most
popular street festival is the Banda de Ipanema. This
celebration is very popular with the gay community, but
is open to all.
 
4) The Original Brazilian Gay Pool Party
From the people who create the most popular gay circuit
parties in Rio, including the R:Evolution events, comes
the Original Brazilian Gay Pool Parties, usually on the
Saturday and Tuesday nights during Carnaval. 
 
Read about Zoom Vacations' tour to Rio for Carnaval.

Zoom India Photos
India is one of those places that
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The Legendary Taj Mahal

Poolside at the
Chamberlain

you find this at the hotels 
and restaurants during the
trip?
 
Jerry:  OK, the service was
ridiculous..... ridiculously
good. Is there such a thing
as being over-
accommodating? HAHA.  If I
set my napkin down on the
table after wiping my lip, it
was back in my lap before I
could say "another martini
please"....along with
another martini. How'd they
know?  They so get me.
 
Zoom:  India is also famous
for its focus on spirituality in
its many forms.  How
did you see spirituality
playing out in peoples' lives
there?

Jerry:   I came back from
India changed. Especially in
Varanasi, witnessing people
bathe away their sins in the
Ganges while others sang
and prayed as they
cremated the bodies of their
loved ones on its banks. I
witnessed humanity at its
best and purest. I learned to
try to not spend as much
time sweating the small
stuff and to try to just love
everyone at every
interaction.

Zoom:   What was your
favorite moment from the
trip?

Jerry:   It was early on in
the trip at the largest
mosque in Delhi. I usually
have personal space issues.
Luckily our fantastic guide
warned me that Indians will
think we look odd to them
and will get in our face to
check us out, but only out of
curiosity. Of course this
happened to me right away.
This guy came up to me and
was in my face, staring me

is either at the top of one's
bucket list, or it doesn't even
make the cut.  There are many
misperceptions about India, and
travelers are often surprised to
learn that it has some of the
best hotels in the world--some of
them former palaces (which
Zoom Vacations uses, of course).
 
 
This selection of photos gives you a taste of the
experience.  However, for this destination, perhaps more
than any other Zoom Vacations tour, the photos simply
do not do it justice, nor capture all of the intricacies that
make India so compelling.  We invite you to look at these
photos and perhaps challenge the notions you may have
had about what one can experience in India.  Click here
to view the photos.

The Chamberlain in
Los Angeles Joins
Club Zoom
 
Chamberlain West Hollywood is
a cosmopolitan boutique hotel
with the comfort and ambience
of a residential Pied-a-Terre. The
hotel is steps away from the Sunset Strip and Santa
Monica Boulevard north of Santa Monica Boulevard and is
located at the end of a roundabout with a beautiful
fountain that gives the hotel and the neighborhood a
European flair and sense of refinement. 
 
Chamberlain West Hollywood is the most eclectic and
distinctive designer boutique hotel in West Hollywood.
Their professionalism and personalized services draws
many creative clientele, predominately fashion,
advertising, production and entertainment. An urban
retreat in West Hollywood, the hotel blends comfort with
creativity, service with style, and peaceful surroundings
with elegant panache.
Club Zoom members receive 10% off the lowest
available rate.
 

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom, here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special offers on many of your

http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157631675912161/show/
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down. I remembered what
our guide said and I just
looked at him and smiled
the biggest smile. Smiling
must be the international
language, because he
smiled right back and shook
my hand, and we kind of
had a moment. 

Zoom:   There are so many
great things to buy in India,
that help you remember
your vacation when back
home. Did you do any
shopping?  What were your
favorite things you saw?

Jerry:  I bought some
beautiful woven throws and
pashminas in Jodhpur, as
well as brass replicas of
museum pieces of the gods
Shiva and Ganesha. I will
cherish them.

Zoom:  We have to ask
about the Taj Mahal,
arguably India's most
famous building. 
Did it live up to
expectations?

Jerry:  It really is stunning
in person. I knew it would
be huge, but was amazed at
the detailed inlaid stone
work, up close. How much
he must have loved that
woman to build something
so beautiful for her.

Zoom:  Did this trip awaken
your interest to visit other
places?
 
Jerry:  Well, I have always
had the travel bug, but I'm
thinking a South African
Safari with Zoom is in my
near future.
 
 
Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to southern Africa. 
 

favorite hotels, retail outlets,
and services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying,
"thank you" for being a part of
Zoom Vacations.
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom headquarters.
 It is no surprise that a company that creates fun
vacation experiences also has a lot fun doing it. Not a
week goes by that we don't find ourselves in fits of
laughter, or amused by the wackiness that often is
abundant in the world of gay travel.

All the World's a Sage...
It is no surprise that an
innovative company would have
an out-of-the-ordinary office
space, and one of the things we
have come to love about our
new Zoom Headquarters is the
garden outside our front door.  
In addition to it being pretty, the

herb garden has been especially intriguing to Team
Zoom.  Marie-Noelle steals a basil leaf or two every time
she leaves the office.  Joel, in an attempt to experience
their scent usually accidentally steps on the plants, and
Bryan is constantly bringing the sage into the office to
liven up the place. But Daniel is convinced that in the
evenings he burns the sage to ward off evil spirits.
 
Whatever the case, we are all fully aware that Chicago's
winter is right around the corner, and as it arrives, our
flowers depart.  Fortunately for us, Zoom Vacations' tour
to Rio for Carnival is also right around the corner.

Zooming with Joel
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Is cappuccino really better in
Rome? Is ceviche really more
tasty in Peru? 
Sometimes, when I am
home, I get an uncontrollable
yearning for food just the way
I had it somewhere else;
usually on a sunny beach, a
2,000 year old piazza, a
crowded fragrant market, or
in the kitchen of an attentive
cook. My yearning is usually
followed with the conviction
that we just don't know how
to make a ceviche like they make it in Peru! Is it that the
fish was literally caught hours ago off the coast of Lima,
or is it that the limes used to cure and cook the fish,
were grown in the Peru terrain and taste differently, or is
it that my table was overlooking a 2,000 year old pre-
Inca pyramid, and all these things came together at that
one moment to heightened my senses, create an
emotional response that triggered a tastier, more
memorable ceviche than the overpriced version I can get
at the fancy gourmet eatery in my home town?
Join us in Peru this year, taste for yourself!
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