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On every Zoom Vacations
tour we hope that we'll have
at least one or two people
like Bill: funny, charming,
inquisitive, gentle, and did
we mention funny?  You
know the type.  

If you went out on the town
with Bill, you were likely to

Greetings!
Enjoy this month's newsletter! Be sure to check out our
Club Zoom travel offers and promotions. 

Zoom Cuba Photos
 
Of course we believe that all of
our trips are interesting and
exciting or else we wouldn't be
doing this.  That being said,
Zoom Vacations' trip to Cuba
was in some ways our most
eye-opening and intriguing trip
to date!
 
Old world architecture, friendly
people, and an incredible arts scene are just some of
our favorite aspects of this vibrant country! Like many
places, pictures do not fully capture the essence of
Cuba, but we hope they give you and idea!  To
experience the real Cuba, we invite you to join us on
our April tour!
 
See the Photos

Happy Halloween
from Zoom
Vacations
 
Halloween has a fascinating
origin--started by Celts, melded
with Roman beliefs, tainted by
popes, and strengthened by the
Irish.  
 

What is surprising is how many countries celebrate
Halloween or something very similar.  While dedicated
to costumes, candy, and joyful trickery, it is most
popular in America and Canada, and is gaining
prominence in Australia and several countries in Europe.
 It is perhaps most popular in Ireland, where it is a is a
widely celebrated cultural event.

http://www.zoomvacations.com/cuba.htm?utm_source=November+Newsletter2012&utm_campaign=Nov.+12+newsletter&utm_medium=archive
http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157631896705288/show/
http://www.zoomvacations.com/?utm_source=November+Newsletter2012&utm_campaign=Nov.+12+newsletter&utm_medium=archive
http://www.zoomvacations.com/?utm_source=November+Newsletter2012&utm_campaign=Nov.+12+newsletter&utm_medium=archive
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK7
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK9
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK11
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK15
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK17
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs138/1011153904571/archive/1111410968973.html#LETTER.BLOCK19
http://www.flickr.com//photos/zoomvacations/sets/72157631896705288/show/


One of the faces you may
meet on safari

come back having met at
least a dozen people on the
way, with an adventure
under your belt you never
thought you'd have.

Bill, an author, also has a
new novel coming out this
month, Sighs Too Deep for
Words, now available on
Amazon.com!  Bill just
returned home and shared
his thought about Zoom's
tour to Cuba.

Zoom:  Since Zoom visits
Cuba on a legal basis, did it
make you feel relieved not to
have to sneak back into the
US after your visit? 

Bill:  Sure. (I'd make a
terrible spy.) Oddly enough, I
don't think anyone on our
trip got searched coming
through US Customs. Can I
go back now for my Cuban
rum and cigars?  I am
kidding, of course.

Zoom:  Considering that
Cuban people are somewhat
socially isolated from the rest
of the world, what did you
find to be the attitude of
Cubans towards the rest of
world?
 
Bill:  I found that initially
there's a tiny bit of shyness
and some reserve on their
part - which seemed a
natural aspect of having lived
under a totalitarian regime
for over 50 years. But with
just a smile and some humor
from us they'd blossom into
the most charming and
gregarious people. Cubans
are irresistible - on all
levels! From what I could tell
they're up on most internet
and computer stuff. For
instance, cable channels such
as CNN, HBO, etc. are shown
in all the hotels. American
run "Radio Marti" is picked up

 
In China, the Halloween festival is known as Teng Chieh.
Food and water are placed in front of photographs of
family members who have departed while bonfires and
lanterns are lit in order to light the paths of the spirits
as they travel the earth on Halloween night. 
 
In Latin America, Halloween is known as "El Dia de los
Muertos." It is a joyous and happy holiday, and a time
to remember friends and family who have died. In
Brazil, Halloween is not commonly practiced, but some
schools throw Halloween-themed parties.
 
While it is not widely celebrated in India, there is a
festival named "Pitri Paksha" which means a period for
the remembrance of ancestors and dead members of
the family. This 15 day festival generally falls in August-
September.
 
At Zoom Vacations, we like to think of Halloween as
perhaps the biggest celebration of the kid in all of us. 

New Years in South
Africa
What better way to get your
year started off on the right
foot than with a once-in-a-
lifetime vacation! 
 
Zoom South Africa gives our
travelers the chance to
experience the beauty of Cape
Town, the majesty of Victoria
Falls, and the magic of safari which past travelers have
termed, "Life Changing".  The trip is right around the
corner but there is still time if you act now.  Click here
to read more about this trip.

Club Zoom 
If you are new to Club Zoom,
here's the scoop: you will
receive discounts and special
offers on many of your favorite
hotels, retail outlets, and
services around the country!
And the best part is, it's free! It
is simply our way of saying, "thank you" for being a part
of Zoom Vacations.
 
And, if you run a quality gay-friendly business, hotel,
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Zoom Travelers on the
Orient Express

outside of Havana. Most kids
dress cool and hip. They'd all
look right at home in south
Florida.
 
Zoom:  What is the biggest
misconception the rest of the
world has about Cuba?

Bill:  That somehow they're
the boogieman we're
supposed to be afraid of.
These are our fellow human
beings.  Politics always gets
in the way of everything.
That's why these people-to-
people, "cultural exchanges"
like ZOOM offers are so
important. We met doctors,
artists, economists,
historians, scholars - and just
everyday folks on the street.
There was no buffer between
us. We asked hard questions
at all our morning seminars.
Everyone expressed their
viewpoints, and in the end,
mojitos won the day! And
incidentally, I found the
average Cuban to be very
gay friendly. They're much
more sophisticated about
these things than us Puritan
Americans.

Zoom:  What did you think
of the architecture, the
landscapes, and the people?
 
Bill:  Amazing! Havana is like
the world's largest wedding
cake - left too long in the sun
and now melting into the
most interesting visuals. A
glorious relic; a complete
movie-set. Nothing prepared
me for the discernible impact
of this city. Crossing the
island to the UNESCO World
Heritage city of Trinidad -
you're transported to the
nineteenth century. A
breathtaking, living painting.
I've been around the world,
every continent - seeing
Cuba up close and personal
was a wonderful surprise.

restaurant, or service, you may be a good fit for Club
Zoom!  Contact Bryan if you are interested in being
considered. 
 
Simply click here to get a list of our partners and the
codes necessary to redeem these offers.

Life at Zoom:  Behind the Scenes
A lot of our friends, travelers, and colleagues often ask
us about what a typical day is like at Zoom
headquarters.  It is no surprise that a company that
creates fun vacation experiences also has a lot fun
doing it. Not a week goes by that we don't find
ourselves in fits of laughter, or amused by the wackiness
that often is abundant in the world of gay travel.

Joel on the go...
October and November are
often Zoom's busiest months,
and this has definitely been
the case this year.
 
Quality and customer service is
the backbone of Zoom
Vacations, and Joel has kept a
dizzying pace, personally
escorting our tours to

Argentina, Cuba, and Peru.  For many people this would
be exhausting, but fortunately for Zoom, Joel is the type
of guy who thrives off of the momentum of a busy
schedule.  Of course, it helps that he has things like
Thanksgiving dinner on the Orient Express through the
Andes (one of his favorite experiences) to look forward
to, and always incredible guests to travel with.

Zooming with Joel
The US LGBT community and
Cuban people have a lot in
common.   Like Cubans, gay
people know first hand what
it is like to be oppressed.  
And it's not a surprise that
Cubans have turned to
(visual, culinary and
musical) art to express and
assert themselves.  We
visited a privately run
restaurant in the beautiful
retro home of a gay couple.
 We enjoyed their hospitality,
and enjoyed great conversation.   
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Zoom:  Many people are not
all that familiar with Cuban
cuisine aside from the Cuban
sandwich, black beans and
rice. What was your favorite
meal?

Bill:   You know, one night
we went to a small Paladar in
the southern city of
Cienfuegos and we had what
one of our Cuban-American
travelers called Cuban
comfort food. Simple,
everyday stuff, and so tasty!

Zoom:   This trip is different
from other Zoom trips in that
it is ostensibly about
education through people to
people contact and
interaction, how did you find
the educational emphasis of
this trip?

Bill:   Terrific, and I was glad
for it. Cuba isn't like hopping
over to the Bahamas. There's
a complex and intriguing
story to be told here. Yes,
there are many sides and
many unresolved issues at
stake. Asi es la vida. I was
glad to hear their side of the
story and compare it with our
"American version". I'm not
sure if my original political
viewpoint was swayed much
- but my fondness for the
Cuban people went off the
charts!

Zoom:   What would be your
advice to anyone thinking of
visiting Cuba?

Bill:  Go, go, GO - hurry
before Fidel dies! See it as it
is - not as it will, of course,
eventually become. Another
WalMart-ed, McDonald-ed
Americanized subsidiary.

Zoom:  Did you come away
from this trip with any
epiphanies or insights?

 
Indeed, Cuban food is best enjoyed in the many private
restaurants that have sprung up throughout the country.
Privately owned, they strive for fair prices, good service
and delicious food.  In Havana, we met lots of gay
people at a gay venue where we learned that the high
art of drag is alive and well and that Gay Pride
celebrations are popping up in major cities around the
island.  We also learned that gay marriage is being
openly discussed in government and has a lot of
support.  Music and art are thriving in Cuba.  Private art
galleries and craft markets are easy to find.  Cuban art
is very affordable and high quality.  The one thing that
impressed me about the Cubans I met was not only
their kindness, but how open they were in discussing
their lives and Cuba's unique position in the world at the
moment and where they hope to be in the future.  
 
They look up to the US culture and government.  So, it's
no surprise that our gay group felt very welcomed in
Cuba and that meaningful exchanges were had. 

Join us for Zoom Cuba in April!
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Bill:  The Cuban people;
amazing. La Habana;
unbelievable, crumbling,
magnificent splendor. Old
cars! If you're into mint-
condition 1950's
automobiles, Cuba is your
dream come true! The
fantasy city of Trinidad; like
living in a Gabriel Garcia
Marquez novel. 

Read about Zoom Vacations'
tour to Cuba in April
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